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[En glis h]

METRIC CONVERSION

[FFI ECT ON AGRICLLTLRAL INDLSTRY

Mr. Bert I-argrave (Medicine Hat): Madarn Speaker, 1
have a question for the Minister of State for SmaII Business. It
relates to the metrie ehangeover issue in the agricultural sector
and partieularly the mandatory aspects relating t0 cattle pro-
ducers, who are deeply concerned about the impact of thjs
metrie policy as it affects our beef and live cattie trade with
the United States.

In view of the fact that ail such export cattle trade begins at
our country auction markets, and that those are sales on a
weight basis. will the minister give serious consideration to
allowing the cattle sector to remain on a voluntary basis with
respect t0 the metrie conversion policvl

I-on. Charles Lapointe (Minîster of State, Small Busi-
nesses): Madam Speaker, as far as 1 know, the cattie sector of
the agricultural community is sîjîl on a volunîary basis.

Mr. Hargrave: Madarn Speaker, that of course applies to
miost of the sectors which have flot changed yct. 1 arn sure the
mînîster is aware of that. Would the minister responsible f'or
metrie conversion support an approach to the United States
which would establish an agreement or treaty v.hich would
allow for met rie conv ersion only v.hen hot h couttries agi-ce to
procecd togethert?

Tranlationl]

Mr. Lapointe (Charlevoix): Nladarn Speaker. 1 feel that the
hon. rnember's suggestion is excellent. It is essential that our
effort t0 convert to the mectric svstenl bc as much as possible in
line with whaî is being donc in the United States.

* * *

[Eng/ish]

ENERGY

UiSE 0F DOGS TO 1)1 flCT Oit \ND GA 51 F AKS

Mr. Gordon Taylor (Bow River>: Niadam Speaker, in the
absence of the Mînister of Fnergy, Mines and Resources my
question is direeîed 10 the Prime Minister. 1 amn going 10 say a
few words and then excuse myscîf fromn asking a supplemen-
tary question.

Madam Speaker: That just will not do. The idea is to ask
brief questions at aIl limes.

Mr. Taylor: We have some 200,000 miles of pipelines and
we are losing a lot of gas and oil through leaks. Dogs from the
Avery Kennels in Alberta were able 10 deteet ten leaks in 30
miles of gas fine afîer a helicopter and electronie flamepacks
failed to find these leaks. 1 îhînk there is a tremendous chance
for conservation of gas and oil.

Madam Speaker: Order, please. I sense that the hon.
miember is just about t0 ask his question. 1 think he should do
SO.

Mr. Taylor: Yes. 1 arn Nadam Speaker. There is a tremen-
dous chance for the conservation of gas and oil through the use
of dogs. Will the governirnent consider giving some help t0 the
development of the adequacy of dogs 10 deteet gas and oul
leaks?

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Madam
Speaker, now that 1 have the assurance that there will not be a
supplementars', 1 would say that is a "'doggonc" good question.

Some hon. Niembers: Hear, hear!

FISH ERI ES

'ROTI ( t ON Or [ suSEtrA

Mir. Jim Manlv ((Cowichan-Malahat-The Islands): M adamn
Speaker, rns question is for the Minîster of [isheries and
Occans. i relates to Tucsday's Supreme Court decision which
rulcd that parts of' thc I ishcrics Act rcgarding the protectioni
of' f ish habitat wcre ultra vires, a decision based on infringe-
ment ofi provincial rîghts.

I n light of' the threat which now exîsîs to fish habitat in
estuarmne areas of British Columbia which arc under federal
j urisdicîion, 1 ask the mninister what plans he has to proteet
fish habitat in estuaries.

lion. Roméo LeBlanc (Minister of Fisheries and Oceans):
Madam Speaker, as 1 indicaîed 10 the previous questioner on
this issue, the change in the legislation was brought about
sonie three years ago. It was fel that it strengthened the
Fisheries Act and that tf addled more clout to it. But 1 have 10
tell the hon. mnember that even with that section being taken

ava.the Fisheries Act sîtîl remains a very powerful piece of
legislation 10 proteet fish. It was really the other provisions
which werc used by mvy predecessors t0 effect some raîher
important decisions. There are other sections sxhich are open
to us.

We are now waiting to sec if the section being redrafted
could. in fact. bc reintrodueed in this House. 1 arn getîing legal
advice front my colleague and fromi the legal people in my own
deparîment. But 1 assure the hon. member, and, through him,
the fishermen of' this country, that the habitat of fish is not
totally threatened. Perhaps the protection is a. litîle weaker
than the protection we had, but we v.ill use the other provi-
sions and await the judgment of' the courts on those items
which can bc used.
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