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the government that in case the price of beef
fell beiaw a certain level, live cattie would
be purchased by a government agency? If
sa, how maxny grades and what grades of beef
did. the agreement caver? What government
agency was given the authority and, respon-
sibility ta buy such beef? At what price, was
the purchase ta take place? On what dates-
did prices descend ta that level? On wliat
date. was beef purchased, by whom; at what
price; how mucli beef an each occasion; what
grades of beef; haw mucli af each grade, and
on haw many accasians did beef prices dip ta
or below the paint at which purchases sha-uld
have been made by the gavernment in accord-
ance with the agreement? In return for
waiving the right ta expart beef, were the
beef praducers pramised by the gavernment
that the government would protect the posi-
tion af the beef industry in the United States
market, by selling C.anadian surplus beef? If
sa, haw much beef was sald in the United
States by the Canadian government between
August 31, 1942, and March 1, 1944; what
grades; haow many af each grade; an what
dates; and what agency made the sales? Fram
wham or what agency did that agency pur-
chase the beef? At what price? And at
what price did it seil the beef ta the United
States? Did the gavernment agency at an?
time purchase any red ar blue brand beef in
Canada between August 31, 1942, and March
20, 1944? What federal govornment agency
bas authority ta implement tho resumption of
exports of live stock ta the United States?

Before going on with thoso questions, of
which I have several more, I want ta say, that
it did nat seem ta matter a bit whom you
asked in the government for details as te the
position with regard ta beef. No one seemed
ta know; and always the peopie who had the
autliority were the people whom you were nat
,asking. In other words no one couid do -any-
thing, narcould you find out who had author-
ity ta, do anything, or who had the respansi-
bility. These questions are designed ta elicit
the facte in regard ta these matters.

Now I resume my questions. What federal
goivernment agenicy has power over beef mar-
keting machinery? Is it the meat board?
If so, why did the meat board neglect ta
buy for weeks, until beef feeders began ta
lose heavily and prices came down? From
ail I can gather the whoie marketing situation
with respect -ta beef simply deteriarated and
almost collapsed in my constituency this
year; and cansidering what the government
had promised and what the farmers had a
riglit ta expect, the situation was reprehiensible.

The next question is: Is the meat board
,the palicy-making body in respect ta beef?
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If not, what body is? Again is it true -that in
February, 1943, packers were scauring sauth.
ern Alberta for fat ewes, and offering unheard-
of prices? 1s it true that in the sanie ares
during the corresponding periad of 1944 fat
ewes were not salable? Why should condi-
tions like that exist in a suppasedly con-
trolied market? The beef and mutton pro-
ducers in my canstituency had the impression
that when gavernment contrai went ita effeet
it meant government contrai, nat a slipshod,
half-hearted contrai that did not controi any-
body but the producers. Did no.t the min-
ister say saime time in February that we
could flot send live stock ta the United
States and seli them ta better advantage than
in Canada? I believo lie did, but I want ta
know whether or nat hie actually did make
that statement.

Thon I corne ta this question: Have we
reached the point where if boats are late or
other transportation facilities are hield up or
congested, it is necessary ta hold livýe stock
in feed lots? I may say in commenting on
that question that if feeders of cattle ever
imagined that their abîlity ta seli their cattie
depended upon the possibility of ships being
available, surely they would neyer have taken
the risk of the terrible lasses inta which tliey
could be farced. If such is the case, thon do
you not think weight restrictions should be
moditied ta prevent loss ta the feeders? And
do you flot think that in the light of incroased
eost. the ceiling should either be raised, or
cattle and lambs should be subsidized, in the
Iight of the precedent with respect ta hogs?

Is it a recognized principle of the govern-
mont live stock agencies that spreads are
necessary in the winter feeding of live stock?
If so, would it be your opinion that ane and
a haif cents ta two cents would be a reason-
able sprend, under present conditions? Do
you not think stops should ho taken ta encour-
age the maintenance of live stock production
at its peak, as a vital contribution ta the
nutrition of Canada and lier allies, and ta
develop a, reservoir of meat products and
breeding stock for the post-war years?

Again, what was the price beiow whicli it
was agreed fat cows were nat ta be ailowed
ta faîl during January and February, 1944?
And is it true that fat cow prices in southern
Alberta during January and February, 1944,
ranged between $6.50 and $7.50 per liundred-
weight? Is this figure not definitely beiow
the price agreed upon? Was the price of fat
caws during January and February and early
March of 1,944 considerably beiaw tlie price
for fat cows during the corresponding months
of 1943? When these cows came off the grass
in September, 1943, was the price at least
eight and a haîf conts a-pound?
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