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once raising bis voice in their defence. We
can understand the feelings of those hon.
gentlemen a few years ago when the first
desertions from their camp took place; two
gentlemen, finding no suipport for their prin-
ciple-s on this side of the bouse, crossed the
floor. Tbey took their places on 1-he back
benohes, and we ail remember how the tears
rolled down the cheeks of the present min-
ister that day, as lie denounced the treacliery
that had occurred in bis camp. It was very
sad; his ehief whip and the chairman of his
caucus went back on him. But wliere does
lie find himself to-day? Where but in the
arms of these gentlemen. He lia now gene
to the support of bis chief whip. I would
like te draw the attention of tbe lieuse to
one very significant fact, however. Wben
those two deserters crossed the floor of the
chamber they teek, their places on the back
benches opposite, but my bon. friend the
minister bas got as close to the front as lie
can possibly.get. and for wliat reason? Some-
one says for ten tliousand reasens, but at
least we kçnow tbat lie bias entirely divested
liimself of the principles lie espoused while
on this side of tlie bouse.

Mr. 1VILLAR: May I ask the lion, gen-
tleman a question?

Mr. ROSS (Kingston): I bave net corne
te the lion, gentleman yet; if hie sits down I
will reacli him in due time.

My friend tihe mini.ster made another state-
mient in dealing witb the necessity for the
existence of this independent wing. He said
Vbey were absolutely necessary te tliis country,
and made use ef the following words:

Tliere wvill bc ne turning back; we have our
faces te the rîsing Sun...

Apparently it does not matter wbere the
suni is now tbat tlie principles have gene.
This budget is representative of a gevern-
ment composcd of elements united for power
alone; elements wliich have discarded their
principles and whicb bave divested thcmselves
in a few sbort years of ail conscieus adiberence
te tliose principles w.hicb could possibly ferm
the feundatien of a national policy tending
te, develop the wliole country inte one great
unit. The budget lias nothing wbatever te
offer te the werking man. In defence of the
budget it lias !been said that there is a goed
deal of prosperity in thie land. If tbat lie se
I should like te ask this question, and that
is alI I arn going te say on the presperity:
If tbis is a prospereus country and the people
are censcious of it, if the people in the old
country are censcieous of it, and we bave a
Minister of Immigration trying te bring im-
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migrants te this prosperous country and Vbey
do net cerne, what is thie conclusion? It must
lie one of two things: Either the country is
net as prosperous as the government dlaim.
or the minister lias fallen dlown on the job.

An lion. MEMBER: Botb.

Mr. ROSS (Kingston): An lion. member
says "both". Well, the geverement can settle
for tliemse.lves wbicli it is.

The gevernment dlaim tbat tliey bave re-
duced tlic debt of Canada. Tliat subjeet lias
been well tliresbed eut, but I bave failed te
hiear any member of the gevernrnept explain
wliy there is an increase in tlie raîlway debt
greater flian thie supposed reducti of tlie
national debt. I arn net geing te discuss thie
matter any more tlian te cite figures whicli
have been repeatedly given. According te
their own figures there lias been a reduction
of $105,000,000. and tben turning te thie officiai
report of tbe national railways you find an
increase of indebtedness amounting in round
numbers te $158,000,000, sbowing that net only
has tbere been ne reduction in the debt but
there lias actually been an increase of
appreximately $53,000,000 during the tirne this
gevernment bave been in power.

I wislî te turn now te a matter wlich bas
been already fully discussed but upon whicb
I wisb te say a few words. Thie treatment
wbich. this governrnent bave given the woollen
indu'stry is very marked an*d is cbaracteristic
of their attitude toward tbis brandi of cern-
merce. If we study the history ef tlîe woellen
industry we will find that for seme unknewn
reasen the Liberal party bave been always
antagenistie te it. The following figures wiIl
arnply demonstrate that: In 18S5 fliere were
241 milîs, 460 cards, 2,062 looms in this
country. In 1897 tbere were 236 milîs, 477
cards, and 2,120 loems. Tben came the Liberal
policy, and the next figures we bave are fer
1907 when, ewing te tbe tariff of the Liberal
gevernment, the mills liad been reduced from
236 te 148. In 1912 they liad dropped to 78.
During the few years that a gevernment
favourable te, the industry was in pcwer the
number of milîs increased, but owing te the
policy ef the Liberal geverniment for the last
few years tbe number lias been reduced until
it stands at, I tliink, about 59. I slieuld like
te draw this supposition te the attention of
tbe gevernment in connection with the admis-
sien of free yarn. If one manufacturer sends
for yarn te a country outside of Canada lie
says practically te bis employees: I bave no
furtber inlterest in you. I wilI close that
branci of my industry dealing with yarns and
I will niake more progress. My industry will
go on, but I will, discontinue employing tie


