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to cali up the Calgary office and find out
what terms could be secured for the payment
of the amount due, as the settier did net
have ail the cash and miglit have difficulty
in collecting it from the bank on a loan.
The Cal.gary office apparently stated that they
would be willing to accept an assignment of
his wheat an the wheat pool. The settier
then made arrangement to pay some $252 in
cash, which he borrowed from the bank, and
lie gave the soldier settiement board an
assignment for the balance on 700 bushels of
wheat.

As soon as this assigninent was sent to the
Calgary office they replied by letter, a copy
of which I have here, stating that the assign-
ment was nlot satisfactory and that the man
wauld have to pay the whole amount in
cash. Frankly, Mr. Chairman, I do not know
one of the martgage companies, those cold-
blooded, brutal octopi which we have dis-
cussed so much in this bouse and to which
the minister has referred in scathing terme
from time to time, that would have acted in
such a cold-blooded, brutal manner towards
one of its creditore. This is nlot a solitary
case, either. There was another case in that
very district, which has been settled;- the
unýfortunate settler managed to make the pay-
ment at considerable cost to himself; he had
to borrow a large amount of money from. the
bank and hypothecate other assets ini order
to make the payments.

Now I want to know first of ahl why it
was necessary to drive this settier into the
borrowing class in order to meet a boan which
had only just become due. Why did the
board have seizure papers made out two
weeks before the current payment was due
and, above ail, when the condition of the
crop this year had been placed bef ore the
board? The wheat grown on this farm wa2
a No. 6 wheat, low in quality and very low
in price, but the board insisted on payment
in fuil in cash. That is nlot fair treatment;
that is not giving consideration to the soldiers;
that is nat giving themn a chance ta stay on
the land. This man la a particularly high
type of settler, judging from the letters he
received from. the board. Last spring he re-
ceived a letter asking if he would be able
to take some of the empire settlement immi-
grants, if he could give themn work during
the summer, and in that letter lie was
addressed as a No. 1 settler. New lie is
informed by the supervisor that in order ta
justify the seizure papers being made out, lie
has been demoted and is now a class four
settler on the files of the Calgary office.
These are ail things requiring explanation
and in this case, as in severai other.?, 1 find

a clear indication of a change in the policy
of the soldier settlement board since it lias
become attaehed to the Department of
Immigration, -and possihiy hopes to become a
permanent institution.

Mr. FORKE: It le na more attached to
the department now than it was formerly.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): Well, it is
wcSrking in close cooperation with, it, espeoially
since the saldier settlement board bas taken
over the empire settlement echeme. That, I
think, is more than simply a hyphen between
the board and the Deipartment of Immigra-
tion; it is an absolute connecting lin-k between
the tiwo.

Now, Mr. (Ybnirman, I have placed before
the minister a clear case, and .1 want a state-
ment in respect ta it. The naine of the soldier
settler is Captain N. J. MoCrimmon and hie
boan number is 756.

Mr. FO.RKE: While I have noe doubt that
my hon. friend has made these statements in
absolute good faith, I have had se mucli
experience in lýooking into apparent cases of
injustice and finding that there are alwaye
two sides to a question that I very much
doubt if the information supplied ta my hon.
friend, and given the cornmittee to-diay, is
absoiutely correct.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): That was
my purpose in 'hringing it ta thbe attention
of the minister; 1 want the .minister's reasons,
cither for the position as I have stated it. or
f or a dlifferent position, if such is found ta
he the case.

Mr. FORKE: I can only state that my in-
structions ta the 'board always have been
that I am mýore initerested in the success af
the settler than in the collections, because if
the settler succeeds eventualily the collections
wilJ be made. -0f course, the cormnittee will
understand that 1 scarcely know anything
about tihe work of the board unless there are
came complainte, and my stand has aiways
been that if the settler is successful the pay-
mente wili ha made eventually. At the same
time, often it is just as weld that the board
dace prese for payaient, because when arrears
begin ta accumulate sometimes the difficulties
pile up, and quite often people are so opti-
mistic thýat they get into trouble which they
are not likely ta get out of. If tbey are
pressed for payment sometimes it is for their
own good in the long run..

I can hardly helieve that Superintendent
Woods would act ln this way; from my in-
formation with regard to ithat gentleman I
have nover learned of any such liard dealings


