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insane who would seek to disturb that
arrangement. Then, advancing from
that, they came to the conclusion
that in each province there might be a
portion but not the whole of the natural
resources of the province transferred to the
ownership and control of the province.
Finally, after we had attained office, a very
rapid advance was made, and they asked
that all the natural resources of the prov-
ince should be transfeired to them; and
during the last year or eiglteen months
they have made a still further rapid ad-
vance and have asked not only that all
the natural resources of the province shou]d
be transferred to them but that they should
retain the grant mnade out of the federal
treasury of Canada, as compensation for
the natural resources. When my hon.
friend suggests that there has been any
change of attitude on the part of the pre-
sent Administration, niglit I respectfully
ask that be would turn his introspection
upon the consideration of these kaleid-
oscopic c'hanges and inform us what is the
reason which has impelled this very rapid
developient and advance of policy in the
Liberal leaders of the West?

I said to the lion. member for Regina
(Mr. Martin), when he asked me a question
in this House either last session or the ses-
sion before, that we were standing upon
this question exactly wlere we stood in
1905. The very declaration to which atten-
tion was then called, a declaration made
in the Halifax platfori of 1907, was this:

The restoration of the public lands to the
provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan upon
fair termes.

And it was my hope and desire tliat when
there was a conference between the
Premiers of all the provinces of Canada
durinîg last autunin thi subject would have
been taken up and discussed at that con-
ference, because every one knew that the
question of the righits of the Maritime
provinces ini connection witlh the trans-
fer of these natural resources to the
western provinces liad beein made the
subject of debate in this louse. My
lion. friend the nenber for tlie city
Of St. JoIii (Mr. Pugsley) had, indced
urged this subject upon ny attention in
the session of 1912; and I said at that tinie
what I hold to-day with regard to the whole
subject. Mr. Pugsley asked me at that
fime, in connection with the Ontario bound-
ary questIon and in connection, if J remem-
ber correctly, witlh the transfer of their re-
sources to the western provinces, whether
the position of the smaller provineea Nova
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Seotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island-with regard to financial considera-
tions would not receive attention. It was
pointed out on behalf of the Maritime prov-
inces at that time that being members of
this Confederation they had certain rights
in connection with lands that had been ac-
quired by Canada in the first instance, and
they also had certain rights by reason of
the fact that Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba
liad had their iboundaries very greatly ex-
tended and that there was no similar op-
portunity for the people of the Maritime
provinces to have their boundaries extend-
cd. I said, in reply to the observations of
the hon. mieiber for St. John:

T quite appreciate the spirit and the object
of the observations that ny hon. friend has
just subnitted. I have not the slightest besita-
tion in saying to him what I have said verydistinctly before, that the views ha put for-
ward do appeal to me, and I think, that in
regard to the territory of these two very large
provinces and in connection with the proposedtransfer of the public donain to the three
prairie provinces, the just rights of the
Martime provinces of Canada nmust be taken
inîto consideration.

And I iad hoped that tiat subject would
have been taken infto consideration by the
representatives of the governiments of the
various provinces; but apparently that was
not done, and the subject remîains for the
consideration of this Governmîent, and later,
no doubt, for the consideration of Parlia-

-A very important letter upon this sub-
ject was addressed by the Premier of
Alberta to iy right hon. friend who
leads the Opposition, on the 20th day
of March, 1911, and I propose, for the in-
formation of the House, to place sonie ex-
tracts froin that letter upon the pages of
' Hiasard.' At a later date I propose
to have all the documents in connection
with this matter brouht dowi in the form
of a blue book so tlat tiey w ill be avail-
able to hon. memibenrs of tis House. The
letter froni Mr. Sifton to Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, unîder date of the 20th March, is
very long. It sets forth iany reasons
urged by Mr. Sifton upon Sir Wilfrid
Laurier for the transfer of a portion of the
nat iral resources of the prairie provinces
to the goveriiments of ths provinces.
That portion of the letter whici contains
his claim is in these words:

Therefore, with these observations in mind,
acting in accordance with the resolution of the
Legislative Assembly of Alberta, andi believing
that the request following will pronote the good
governmnent and advancemuent of the province
of Alberta without condicting with the wider
interests of the Dominion of Canala, the Gov-


