
and opportunities related to a changing climate. Over the last two years, over 60 proj
ects have been funded in the Canadian Arctic that have led to the development of 
community and regional adaptation plans, increasing knowledge and understanding of 
climate-related implications and the development of strong partnerships essential to 
implementing adaptation action.

Third, Canada will enhance its efforts on other pressing environmental issues, includ
ing pursuing and strengthening international standards, where appropriate. Canada 
will continue to engage in the negotiation of an international regime on access to 
genetic resources and the sharing of their benefits, under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity. Researchers around the world are interested in genetic resources found in 
extreme environments like the Arctic. We recognize the importance of these issues to 
Northerners and Northern communities.

Persistent organic pollutants and mercury, released far from the Arctic, have had seri
ous impacts on Arctic peoples. Canada and the Inuit Circumpolar Council3 played an 
important role in the negotiation of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants. Canada will continue to address the problems arising from these contami
nants, including waste management practices in the North, and will engage actively 
in global negotiations to reduce mercury emissions.

Canada is setting an international example with the Federal Contaminated Sites 
Action Plan. The government is providing $3.5 billion over 15 years to address federal 
contaminated sites, with the majority of resources directed to contaminated sites in 
the North. Canada is contributing to the global effort to address mercury emissions 
with a plan to implement new environmental performance standards that will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and pollutants such as mercury from coal-fired electric
ity generating plants. An international agreement on the reduction of mercury emis
sions will help reduce the impact of mercury on the health and the environment of 
Canadians, particularly in the North.
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Formerly the Inuit Circumpolar Conference.


