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4 For dredged material and sewage sludge, the goal of waste management
should be to identify and control the sources of contamination. This should be
achieved through implementation of waste prevention strategies and requires
collaboration between the relevant local and national agencies involved with the
control of point and non-point sources of pollution. Until this objective is met,
the problems of contaminated dredged material may be addressed by using
disposal management techniques at sea or on land.

CONSIDERATION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

5 Applications to dump wastes or other matter shall demonstrate that
appropriate consideration has been given to the following hierarchy of waste
management options, which implies an order of increasing environmental
impact:

i | re-use;
2 off-site recycling;
3 destruction of hazardous constituents;
4 treatment to reduce or remove the hazardous constituents; and
S disposal on land, into air and in water.
6 A permit to dump wastes or other matter shall be refused if the

permitting authority determines that appropriate opportunities exist to re-use,
recycle or treat the waste without undue risks to human health or the
environment or disproportionate costs. The practical availability of other means
of disposal should be considered in the light of a comparative risk assessment
involving both dumping and the alternatives.

CHEMICAL, PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL PROPERTIES

7 A detailed description and characterization of the waste is an essential
precondition for the consideration of alternatives and the basis for a decision as
to whether a waste may be dumped. If a waste is so poorly characterized that
proper assessment cannot be made of its potential impacts on human health and
the environment, that waste shall not be dumped.



