
a wartimei rise of over 30 percent in both the United States and Gr'eat
Britaiai, and one of~ 74 percent in Canada frou 1914-1919),

TLhe pressure of rising costs of essentia3. goods was reduced Iby
the Board ini a number of ways. Whenever possible, increased costs were
distributed aniong various sections-of the trade.,gydiolesalors,, distribu-
tors, retailers--in order to minimize the pressuF'eý,or h4gher consumer
prices. Cost reduction and simpler methods of. production vmeýs -tudiçd
and recommended; many werc voluntarily introduced 1by i2ldlItry, but, where
necessary, formai simplification ordere were issued by the Board.
Simplification of production in Canada aimed at reduction in the number
of lines manufactured, at atreamlining both manufacturing and distribution
methods, rather than prescribinig utility or standard types of goods.

Rises in the cost of essential imports were offset by peyiu.nt
of subsidies, by remission of some of thie duties and taxes on imports, or
by taking losses on Government bullc purchases of raw materials.

In addition to price levels , the Board was alao directly condern(
wl.th the volume of goods and services available to civilians. In order to
offset shortages due to war production needs, the Board instituted the
directed production of sotue textiles in short supply ina 1943. Production
of certain houaehold aDDliances and farm, machinerv was aneo directed.,


