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The industry has been forced to modernize in the face of foreign competition.
Imports of plastics production machinery more than doubled to US $232 million
between 1990 and 1994 according to data from the Asociacion Nacional de las
Industrias del Plistico (ANIPAC), National Association of the Plastics Industry. The
largest increases were for injection moulding equipment (312 percent), vacuum
forming machinery (243 percent), blow moulding equipment ( 227 percent) and
extruders (163 percent). Other, more sophisticated processes are now being
introduced, including laminating, rotational moulding, foaming, compression,
coating, metalizing and electro-chroming,.

MODERNIZATION OF THE PLASTICS SECTOR

MACHINERY IMPORTS
US $ MILLIONS

1990 1992 1994
Injection moulding machinery 311 488 97.1
Extruders 17.8 25.6 29.1
8low moulding machinery 246 36.7 55.9
Vacuum forming machinery 12.1 158 294 .
Auxiliary equipment 6.8 14.5 207
Total 92.4 1414 232.2

Source: Asociacian Nacional de las Industrias del Pléstico {ANIPAC], National Association of the Plastics Indusiry. 1995 Annual Report.

Plastics-making equipment is mostly impoérted, primarily from American and
European sources. According to the United States Department of Commerce,
the U.S. had a 43 percent market share in 1993, followed by Italy with 16 percent
and Taiwan with 12 percent. Industry experts interviewed for this profile said that
Husky is the only major Canadian company active in the Mexican plastics
equipment market. They add that the company’s products are highly regarded.
Mexican-made equipment is considered technically inferior to imports. Some
Asian imports are available in Mexico but except for those from Japan, they are
considered inferior to American and European equipment. The Japanese firm,
Tatming, imported 60 machines during 1994, but it expects sales to fall by half
during 1995.

OPPORTUNITIES IN MEXICO:
PLASTICS AND ADVANCED MATERIALS
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