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EMPHASIZING that the eradication of apartheid, of all forms of racism, racialdiscrimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism, aggression, foreign occupation anddomination and interference in the internal affairs of States is essential to the fullenjoyment of the rights of men and women,

AFFIRMING that the strengthening of international peace and security, relaxa-tion of international tension, mutual co-operation among all States irrespective oftheir social and economic systems, general and complete disarmament, and in par-ticular nuclear disarmament under strict and effective international control, the af-firmation of the principles of justice, equality and mutual benefit in relations amongcountries and the realization of the right of peoples under alien and colonial domina-tion and foreign occupation to self-determination and independence, as well as respect
for national sovereignty and territorial integrity, will promote social progress anddevelopment and as a consequence will contribute to the attainment of full equalitybetween men and women,

CONVINCED that the full and complete development of a country, the welfareof the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women
on equal terms with men in all fields,

BEARING IN MIND the great contribution of women to the welfare of the familyand to the development of society, so far not fully recognized, the social significanceof maternity and the role of both parents in the family and in the upbringing ofchildren, and aware that the role of women in procreation should not be a basis fordiscrimination but that the upbringing of children requires a sharing of responsibili-
ty between men and women and society as a whole,

AWARE that a change in the traditional role of men as well as the role of womenin society and in the family is needed to achieve full equality between men and women,

DETERMINED to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on theElimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to adopt themeasures required for the elimination of such discrimination in all its forms andmanifestations,

HAVE AGREED on the following:

PART I

ARTICLE I
For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "discrimination againstwomen" shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis ofsex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoy-ment or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equalityof men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political,economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.


