
International Year of Peace:
Contributions by Canadians

For Canadians, no duty is more challengifg than to contrbute constructively to peace among nations.

Secretary of State for External Affairs Joe Clark
Speaking în Ottawa, January 23, 1986.

Shortly after assuming office, I said that Canada would work relentlessly to reduce tensions, to alleviate

jcon flict, and to create the conditions for a general and Iasting peace. I added then, and I repeat: 'the exer-

cise of political will is nowhere more important than on this issue, on whose outcome the lives of our children

j Prime Minister Bian Mulroney

I 
Speaking in Ottawa, October 31, 1985.

The United Nations proclaimed 1986
to be International Year of Peace (IYP)
to increase global awareness and
involvement in attainimg peace. The
proclamation calls on goverrunlents,
organizations and ail individuals "to

join with the United Nations in
resolute efforts to safeguard peace and
the future of humanity".

Canada was a co-sponsor of the
IYP resolution that received the UN
General Assembly's unanimous con-
sent on October 24, 1985.

Peace is defined broadlY in the
IYP resolution. It encompasses disar-

Miament, the arms race and the
prevention of war as well as issues
of social progress and economlc
development, the promotion of
human rights and freedoms, the

elimnination of racial discrimination,
the satisfaction of human needs and

Protection of the envirofiment.

In the context of this broad defini-

tion, Canadians across the counitry

responded to the challenge and par-

ticipated in efforts to advance closer

relationshiPs amozig ail peoples. "For

many Canadiafis, the IYP proclama-
tion confirmed what we had already

known,", said Canada's Ambassador

for Disarmament Douglas Roche: "It
has served to, remind us that peace
without development is flot peace,
that peace without raciai equality
and harmony is flot peace, that peace
without a reasonable quality of life
is flot peace."
<Canada's peace program is ox4!ined on Page 5.)


