
DECEBER 918.TE CANAIAN SAPPER.

By Gza. A. Dicpp, ArTuoR.

It was anything but a very dark and stoi-xy night.
Thc Brigade was in the Uine, with Heatiquarters in
Fulamuti Trench. The Signal Office was in the usual
dismnal, damp, anad foui smelliag 2x4 chambcr of s deep
dugout. The gang ail hiadt cruats on the top eftVhe
'bean " ftram making contact" with Vhe low ceiling.

The ahl night ah if t was on duty, the lîne-Up bcing as
follos :-Sàpper Bighoeb, supt. Sapt Shakurfone,

Vhs tar pahbller and pull artist an ths commutator.
Sapper Seîidsemfast was holding down the Diviional
Seunder, with Sapper Receîvessemslow, as bis side-kick,
ou the "peanut rester " Vo Vhs Battalions.

IL haÏ been very quiet fer Vhs last couple et hours,
anîd ths boys wcrs getting dreway, and dreamily think-
ing ef their tavourite fexuale, Mademoiselle Yvaane, at
ths 'Id '«Staggerin"1 estaminet, riear the rest billet&.

SuddenlIy t h Supt. jumped up excitedly, anti cristi,
"Lîsten, gang, what is that?" Tfhey ail listcaed, amid.
complets silence, ta an irregalar, metallic tapping,
which seemedte Vo me fremn andsrneath the fleor.

" 1 know what àt is," ventureti Bigboob, "ifts tinese
Hua" ies, tunnelling untieraeath. What shall ws

"Yeu had better caîl Corpi DolittIe," suggested,
Sliakurfone.

The Corporal showed op un due time, but promptly
decitiet it was top big a job fer him, and decided ta
caîl Sergt. Lynes.

Sergt. Lyes strode in a tew minutes laVer, with hie
M.M. and bars glisteniag in Vhe candîs light. lie
decided, alter a "Listen," that as Vhs tapping carne
frein underneath ths office, it wau not hie affair, but
up te Scrgt. Hoffice.

Sergt, Hoffice reported, lis Vcncd, and decitiet it
ceidtit be atijusteti. Sa. alter a coaference with
Lynies. tecideti ta geL Vhe "old man" eut et hed.

Ia a few minutes, ths Signal Officer strode Ini.
bringinygwîth hîm a crimsen Ilow, wbich, on second
sight, eveloped inta the Order1y Officer.

The Si nalier Officer decideti te leave thiage te Vhs
Orderly O6fficer, who etopped, loolcet, lietened, and
said, "Rawther extraoriaarv tiencher know, but it's
a matter for Vhe Initeiligeacepatent."

Intelligence was caIled and breezed ia, lis Vened
solemnly fer a few seconds, and arriveti at Vhs con-
clusion the matter waa "tee deep " fer hie scouts, anti
sent for the " Beer Emma. "

The " Beer Emima " promptlyonozed in. The leit
sud et his upper lîp caver was b)egiainiug te carl, the
resait eftVhs last two meonthe' practice ef twieting il
s;coriifully. He listeniet careft lly for about a minute,
andi said te bis crixason haaded eTahleaiu.ges.

"1This affair muet be given Vhs meet caireful con.
sideration. We will have to wake up ths Brigadier
andi ' Q' Branch, and geV. out an eperatien order."

"0Q" Braach andti hs Brigadier were woke up.
The Brigadier, on heae'ing the details, exolaimed, ý'I
have been expecting sonme bing like thie te happen, as
Vhe Boýscbes tunnelled Ibis area pretty thoroughly bW
fore Vhs advance, se carre on with Vhs e peration order."

In a fsw minutes Vhs Orderly Roora was astir, The
nperation order was sean ceýnupleteti, andi everybotiy was
in a bustîs of preparation ta carry it eut.

Twenty minutes aftrper Bigboob hiat heard
Vhs tapping, there issuedti on rt hs dugout int Vhs
trench, a amali party (if Orderiy Roonutos andi Sig-
nailers, armeti with. rifles, andi thankes Vo Vhs efficient
co-eperatian et "Q"» Branch, picks andi shcuvels were
supplieti.

They were placed in charge of the Signal and las,
Officer, under the direct supervision of the Brigadier
aîîd lis staff.

Alter ths party got into the trench without any
casualties, despite the hoavy ehelling halt a mile dis-
tanit, the Signal Officer "got, au ides," which hae
promptly passed on te the Orderly Officer, who, in turu,

=a~e it on tn the " Beer Emma " for consideratin.
The 'Býeer Emma" considereti, thon conenltedl Vhe

Brigadier, who thought it was a good "ides," and
issued instructions to "carry on."

The Signal Officer's idea was this: Next to Head-
tuarterî dugout was a dugout occupied by the Brigade

Rairs terwise known as the Secret Commanica-
tieuî Se'ction. Their sleeping chamber was'iii direct
fine with the Signal Office, but a few feet iewer, su
it wüuld ha a goud place to "listen"- and geV a more
definite location of the " Kaiser's Tunnelling Gang." -

Thoy cautiously proceeded down Vhe steep an~d slip-
pery stp.The tappinig bceming more distinct nnw,thie
Signal Officer was patting himieîf on the back, aise
havinig visions of Buckingham Palace, the King pinning
bright coloured, ibbun)os on his manly cheat, etc., for
being the riginator of the " ide&."

They pruceeded dowa the passageway te the sleep-
ing chamber, the tapping gctting louder as they
descendeti.

The Brigadier, who, was in the lead, stoppsd fur an
instant, as hie camne to Vhe gas-blanket covered deor,
then jerked it vîIeetly aside, and behold!

Calmly hreaking up a treachmat into firewood with
a pick was Pte. n Detigeor, a runner, who hati
geL back f romt a ran about a bal f-heur agzo, and decided
ta start a fire, and have some Oxe bel are retiring te,
the landi of dreais andi crumbe.

The Brigadier gazed in silence for a moment, then
attersd the word, " Sold." Turning on bis beel, ho
exclaimeti, "LeV's go and gel a rink, then back
te, bed."

The aext day there was an Issue of "Croix de la
Guerres " te the Brieade. Sa the staff decideti, as the
only O.R. oftVhe 'Brigade staff, who wasn't mixeti ap
in the past night's farce was Quartermaster-Sergeant
Rummetealer, h e henld te the recipîent.

Editor gets înto Trouble.
They tell lots et tales on the Editors, 'but this is a

new ans : The Editor et a Kansas paper weat toi attend
a party given by anc of bis acighbours, where just a
few weeks before, Vhe home hati beau bleeseri with a new
baby. The bostess met huxn at the door and, alter the
usa salutation, ho asked alter Vhs baby's health. The
lady was bard et hearing, badl a bati ceiti, and, thinking
hie was asking about herself, answsred that althoag
ahe usually had oe every winter, this was the würst
ans she evoir had, it, kept hier awake at night a great
tisaI, and at first canifinsti hier te hor bcd. Then,
noticing that Vhs Edita)r was acting very strangely, she
said abse could tell by bis looks ana actions that hie was
going ta have epe juet like bers, andi she asketi hÎrm te
came in eut eftVhs draft, andi ait down.

i5eatord.
Some natives caîl it paradise, and others caîl it

heaven,
Althongh it raia five menthe a year, andi paurs the

ether seven.
The, say that Eve anti Adam nsedl Seaford as a park.
If tht is se, how w.11 I know why Neak bult the Ark.
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