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undertaken at the request of the. General
MedIical Council, iii whieli tlie chemists
'o that country were severely critieized
for their disposition toenter intoe ompeti-
tion witli tlie medical practitioner. This
report lias been considered by the Parlia-
inentary and General Purposes Comittee
of the Pjiarmaceutical Society of Great
Britain; and at the last meeting of the.
General Council of tlie Society the follow-
ing resolution was adopted:

"Tliat liaving regard te the grave dan-
gers attending the dispensing of medicine
And the handling of poisons by unquali-
fied persons, and to the fact that at tlie pre-
,gent time the precautionary ujeasures Îm-
posed by Statute upon eenists and drug-
gists do not apply in the surgeries and dis-
pensaries of medical praetitioners, the
Privy Council bie urged to autiiorize an in-
vestigation into the. conditions under
~whi the storage, compounding and dis-
pensing of medicines, and tlieir distribu-
tion, are carried on in various surgeries,
dispensaries, and si-milar establishiments in
~Great Britain.

A meiuber of tlie Pharmaceutical So-
ciety, iu close toucli witli the activities of
that body in defence of its mnembers' iii-
terests, writes that tlie questions at -issue
~between the. physicians and the. chemists
of tlie kingdom at this juneture were
a~rousing thxe keenest interest amnong the.
members of the. two professions.

"The. cemplaint of the. medical men aud
,our connter-attack," h. said, "constitute
together the latest phase of a very old
quarrel. For at least tliree liundred years

~there has been trouble of this kind between
us in ail parts of the world; aud 1 do not
suppose the. Privy Council, wile acting in
the iuterests of the general publie, will be
ab>le to find a satisfactory settienient of
the. dispute.

"The General Medical Concil, it must
b. eonfessed, have secured in this report
of the medical offcers of liealth, a strong
argument in support of their demand for a
Royal Commission te inquire into the. prac-
tice of medicine aud surgery by uuquahi-
fted men; but the Pharmaceutical Society
was bound to protest against the strong
>ati.ok upon cixemists and druggist8 which
the report coutains. Not only is a general
charge o>f prescribing made agaist us, but
we are accused of ov.rlooking infections

,dsa usi connection witlx the. people who
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corne to us for advice and treatment. *It
is also affirmed that the faulty treatinent
of infant diseases by chemiets lias soine
bearing upon the rate of infant mortality. "

"How do the céhemists propose to meet
these charges 7"

1When the Privy Council sent our so-
ciety a eopy of the report a sub-committee
of the Parliamentary Comm nttee was ap-
pointed to consider the inatter; and, as anl
interim reeommendation, it is proposed
that the IPrivy Council should include the
methods of medical. practitioners within
-the scope of their inquiry."

In further explanation of the chemiste'
point of view, it was pointed out that phy-
sicians are not adequately trained in ds
pensing. "As a mile," writes the cliemist
already quoted,' "the medical atudent1o
training in pharmacy is confined to a tliree
mtonths' course of quite a perfunctory
character; and when lie starts practising
his healing prof ession lie is allowed to
han die the dealiest poisons quite free froni
the supervision of the inspectors wio are
employed to keep a watcliful eye on the
botties and labels of the ehemists and
druggists. Our ideal finds expression ini
the demand that ail inedicines sliould be
dîspensed by a registered pliarmaciat or
under hie supervision; 'but, in the mearn-
tiie, we are on saf e ground, froin the.
publie point of view, in cailing for an ex-
tension of the regulations as to the. stor-
age of poisons so that tliey may apply to
"doctors' dispensaries" as well as "chen-
ists' shops. " We hiave to keep our poisons
quite clear of ail other drugs, and securely
locked up wlien not required; but the. phy-
isician may keep lis strychnine ini a bottle
ýby the side of one ooutaining distilled
water, and lie may even use his di8cretion
as te whetlier lie employs any distinguish-
ing label.

"0f course, if a ehemist .liould 'iiappen'
te make a fatal mistake in dispensing, the
subsequent coroner' a inqust gives fiul
publicity to the affair, with serious eonse-
quences to the. cliemist; but we have al-
ways contended that the physician is a
present in possession of tee many facilite
for hidiug his blunders. If thei. iv
Council accede to our demand for an in
quiry into the. management of the phyi
cians' dispensaries, a strong case wl
probably be made out fer more.qu
treaturent as between physicians and 4hew


