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terri whiclî has grewu out of the past, tir shail we ijîteili-
geutly seek for such modifications anti improvernents as
the circumistaiices which obtain) at the lîresent day de-

The question, like our cîvilizatien, is coînhlex. Anîg
other thiîgs xxe sheulîl cuiîsider that we have îîîinds of dif-
ferent aptttudes te train anti teach, antI it ntav ittt le piro-
ductive cf the greatest goîîd te atteinpt to ruit aIl thruugh
the tone întuld tii adapt threur ail te cite sîci eotyped sys-
tum of trainîing. Some stuiletts have noî capacit foir oîe
branch cf study, %lîile they niav hav'e great aptitutde for-
anether. Some have streegi> -marked taste aîd talent fer
languages; tîthers may be titturly iteable te receîve aux
great beitefît frotmn theîr stutlv. Tlhe latter îeav lie richlv
gýiftetl ri sote tîther xvay,, fîr niature alwavs coinpen-
sates,-aîîd they mav be %vell qualified fer otlier lîttuilectu-
al pursuits. W'ith 'thuir mids preperly stimullatetl antI
directed, they itay become disttguishetli rencitirelv tuf-
fêrent sphere.

1 trust it xviii tiet le îîîferrcd frontî thuse ebservations
that I amn opposei tii the aîîcieîît laîîguagus and literature.
I believe that thcy are aîiiong the most admirable iîîtellec-
tuiai gymîiastics, aîîd that they have a refining iflieiice on
the stîident. They shuild uti )ubtedly bu studicîl by ail
these sehe have the itatural ture ftîr thue, anti \vhît iarti
them casiiy. I ainit ail tlîat cati fe satIi iii theit faxîr:
at the saitne finie I caîinet heip) feel ing tiiah tt -taik thliir
stu 13' iinîîeraîiive,- lto iake the iaiiguages tif antueit
<;reeks anti Romnans ait essential part cf etijcatiîtt, is
îlcing a îîeasîîre tif injiistiuîu te those x'ouths xvhtî have not
taste uer talenit foi theni, sud \vhtîse after-life cantîtt bu
apprecîabiy beitefittei hi' the years spent ie a toilsoine at-
tempt ttî acqhtire tlîeîa

Surne vcry iltîstrittus îien have shesvu air iter lucaliaci-
t>' at coliege fer science je its simplcst itirnis. 'lo have
made sciene compulsorx iii these cases xvouid have been
prepestereus. Similarly,expcrience has shewn that soute
minciîs are se coîîsîiîîîtd that they have rit caîîacitv fer
classics. Lt is atlnitteui tit ail bauds that there s a largc
tluantitv tif lime tccupied over classics svith but little resuit.
E'ven sti wtrm aut advîîcate tif ciassîcai stuties as Iti tfesser
J ohnî Stuart Biackîe, adînits that -'il ,v'ttulr be nto aîîîrecl-
able Iess te the highesl culture if txve-thiitls tif those svhc
itew îîass tlîroîîgh a cî,mpuisory grammnatical drtill iii tsv
tlead latîgeages etîtercl tire stage oif actuai life Nvittlîîtt the
k'ntîxx ieîge of a sinigle t ee letîci ' Anti anothet otf tire
itît able defeitters cf classical studit's, itrofesatîr i fotiain
Price, refcrring te the dlaims tif stiîerioitv advanuced for
threur, viz. :that thecctltivate the tutste, gise great îîtwers
tif expr-essieon, andiî tetciî a reflet use tif xtîris, thîts îîeîîarî
teg that refiitemeet anti culture xvhich characîerîî'e ait cdii_
caîcri gentîlemtanî, caî iiîly says :I caîtîttt help fceiiig thuit
toe ititcli stress has becit laid oit titis 1 tartît'uiar traiing.
In the first place it is realizeti only liv very fcsx, elîher ai
schotîl or ai coilege ; lite great bîîik of Eîîgiish btîys do flot

acquire these higli acconîplishints, at ieast befîîrc their
entrauce cii thie real butsiniess cf lîfe. On the ether hauti,
the great develeçimeni which cixilizatien, and with it, ge-
iteral intelligence, have made iii these modern days, pro-
duces le iucreasing îîumbers, vigerouîs meii svht hax'e acquir'
ed these powers je great umineuce xithout the help cf
Grcek or Latin. The Senate, the Bar, anti many otherplrt-
fessions exhiltit mec whose gift cf expression, vigeur of
language, as well as poevr in the use of words, a dliscrimi-
nation ie ail tire fluer shades of uueauiug, are fuiiyoîî a par
wtth those men who have been prepareti by the ciassical
and acadenîlcal training.

with ail the facts, ail the experience, and ail the argu-
ments ou both sides, the question for consîderaîton appears
te reduce itseîf to this: What would the samne time, and
care, and educational euergy now s peut on classics effect,
if devoted te the systematic study of modern literature, the

.sciences and the literature of every race, wvhich may be had
inounrordiîîary tongue-in the language xvhich we speak,and
wvrite, and think ? The question is of the highest moment
te us lu Cana ;and 1 feel] that the friends and benefactors
of Queen's have a right te look for its earnest consideration.
1 kilo,, that my ewn individual thoughts may carry but littie
sveighit aird 1 fear that they xviii meet wtth but littie sym-
pathy fronm gentlemen whe are much better qualified te
form opinions on this subject than 1 arn. Yet 1 consider il
tei the interests tif this University that every man shuuld
express frankiy hs coniiVctionis un matters wvhich concert)

1ils welfare, and the \ýelfare of the students \vhe cente te be
tratned within these svalls, In this spirit, 1 venture te give
uttorance te mvy owe reflectiens. Hexiever diffidently the%
rnav bu expressed, they clearlv point te a curriculum, ie
which Greek andi ],atin ill net predeininate,-in whichi
these studies xxiii net be imnperative,-aud te which they
svîll bc, largeis'cuttraiid (if their exclusiveness, lu order te
place ail i mportant studies ce) art eqîtal footing.

It ittas' tven lie qttcsticeed xvhetlier, t the case of I)ivi-
ttitv stttdettts, the ccmîîtisorx\ studiy f (,reek, Latin anti He-

li bre is indispcensable. it i ciaimiei fer the stidv of these
lange ages tiia t M ie îsttrs of tihre Gotspel slîeuld lie familiai'
%vit h tii in oe r c t h ir t bus rnigh t be able te t rail sate the
eriginais foi- theinscives anti thus moire correctly expeuncl
t hei r et :îT4. lh i s i s ticelftiesq sur> tiesi rabie, bitt let us
ask lit) i a ix tirs tof labt ii its college till aire iîeeded ttî
etiable tire stttiit ot I)ivtintv toeniter svith aîiy seccess en
tire st îîd v of ttitt ',acred \vrîti iîgs it the eriginual; let us eî-
(luire whaî tci cetîtage tf i ivîîîtty studeîîts liecenie master
tof the aiîcieiiî laîtgtages, atît, cf thýe extremelY fesv svhereach
t htglî dcgree ef profictency, xxhat upportuitics have thex-

on his cotinîetnt cf seeiîîg a Greek or Hebrexv or Latin
ciipx more lierfecl or even as perfect as the English version?

Tire Cemimitîves îîcweîîgaged tn the revisîeîî cf the Eîg-
lislî Bible have iteen prusecuting their înterestîîîg and la-
berlus -xvor< fer- main' years, thcv are cumposed cf the
teesl piofecîtti and paiiistaking scholars cf the day - thex'
haxe access ttî ail the existiîîg maiiuscripts iii the origiîîal,
Mating back te the 4 th aitî _5th centuries, xvlich are preserv-
cd in the British Musettm, the Vatican, the Natioîtal Lib-
rary, at Cambridge aîîd the Imperiai Lîbrary at Paris, the
ueiveisity Ltbîaryat Cambritdge and the Iteperial Librarv
at St. Pîetersburg: thcv have the benefit cf Syriac, Latin,

1 Egvplian, Gotie, Armenian anid Ethitî1 ic versions cf vers'
grcat antiqîtitv Sureiv these mcii, svtth ail tire meatîs îtf

ias 'crtaiîîiig tule gentiie readîiig of the Sacreti \eords, arc
iteipls vabie lii renler the truc text iii our owîî langîtage antI
îîînaie the Eiigiish versiont as putre anti jcrfect as it is pos-
il e fet iott to tea ke it.

If tliis vie\ be correct, the ctîurseof stîttîes for Dîviutty
stuidents îeigl xvith great ativantage be arranged s0 tlîat
tiiexcoultl devete înuch more tinie tu ether portionis cf their
Cturricultumî, aîîd tlius citable thein to bt'ceee very much
Miore preficietît in really essential branches of their profus-
sien. Noure, mtore thaîî iiviity studeîits, require
ti be rclicved cf îîeedless college toil. 'ihe learneti
P'rincipal cf McGill Cellege, te xvhomt the writi tif learniîîg
owes îîuch, laments that se nîany pious and lcarned inter-
preteis cf scripture haxe beeîî tee little actîuaiiited with
nature te appruciate the natural histcryof the BookofGod,
or adequately te illustrate it te these whe depended oit
their teaching.' lie adds" these are not the days le whiclî
per-sons whe eught to be our guides je matters cf doctrne
eau afford te reminan behind the rest cf the world je knuw-

lcdge," and he expresses the viexv that 'such knowledge
would be cheaply purchased even by the sacrifice of a part
cf their verbal literary training."

Fleretofore, je sorte colleges, a very large portion of
nearly every student's life has been occupieti in the en-
deavor tei become familiar with the languages of races
who flourished twenty centuries ago. If this is tei be con-


