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putting foi-th the neccssary sustained
effort, join the ranks of the ''good,''
perhaps become even " excellent''
teaebers. Probibiy tlîe prnc'ipal rea-
son w-hy they fili to put forthi this effort
is due to a lack of arn- keen sense of
nteed. rither tha n any laek of wiling-
iiess to improve. The truc vision of the
wýoniderfuli possibilities openl 1 an earn-
est, capable teaCher docs not seoma to be
the Possession of manv. Tt is hence a
p)roblem of the flrst *iinportanee bow
I)est to cultivate arnongst teaiers that
sense of necd. that attitude of truc bu-
înîlity that w-ill impel themn to strive
eterîîally foi- greater know-ledge and
power.

fil passinz it niay 1)c as w-cil 10 frauk-
]y admiiit the supreine (liffiCulty that
muist be faced in dcveloping anew
such a point of view amongst teachers
w-ho are no longer young. Ainongst
thes-e it is truc are to b)c fouind somne of
our most capable and virile teachers.
These, how-cver, are the ones w-ho ai1-
readypossess thcriglit point of viewand
having steadily striven with advancing
years to kecp the soul yonng have pre-
served that attitude of mind that is con-
stantly open to new truth. Sucb arc
safe to thc end from any danger from
self-satisfaction. Thcy arc fillld w-ith
that divine (liseontent that bas impcllcd
themi ever onward and imw-ard. There
are others,, bowever, who misscd flie
vision and arc now almost proof against
the newer movemients in education. In
truth it mulst be said, and not iii any
critical and unkind spirit, that onîy a
miracle can save such to a newer and
fuller teaching life.

The mass of our teachers, however,
are young and. plastic, open to sugges-
tions and ambitions to succeed. To sncb
especiýlly would T hring m-y message.
Tt is an appeal to cultivate most carn-
estly and I)crsistently an attitude of
soul that recognizes its own limitations
and hungers for increased. power to
serve. A marked cbaractcristic of the
truly great is their truc hum-ility and
corresponding eagcrness to learn. For
snch no opportunity is too insignificant,
no occasion inopportune, wben ncw
truth, or greater power, is possible of

attaininent. Tt is the posseSion of sncb
ail attitude of life that w-il] in tine make
of the very ordinary teacher one w-ho
w-ill iiiftii(, coîaînand( the res])eet ami
confidence of lier fellom- teachers bv lier
canabilities.

One of the înost obvions ineans at
hand for stinilating this desire for
grow-tb is throuipl reading. Educa ietional
magazines are ail more or less stiînnlat-
ing as wvell as l)ractieally lielpful. Their
value depcnds largely npon the atti-
tifde of ipl)roaeli on the piait of the
rcadcî'. Docs She rcad. as a enltie or
as a leariier? Aîîy teacher desirous of
excelling should lic a regular reader of
one or two good educational jonrnals.
In add(ition cvery sncb teaclier sbould
mnake it a practice to read thoughtfully
and xvith purpose at least a couple of
good educational books every year.

There are tea chers to whomi conven-
tions are merely an opportunit *- for a
holiday. These neyer, except by the
increst chance. hear anything that is of
any value and ýo do not consider it
worth w-bile to do more than register.
Ilere agaïn, the attitude is atf fanît.
There is rarely a convention that does
not liberally repay any teacher or in-
spector w-ho goes to it in the spirit of a
learner. The teacher, zealous for pro-
gress, cager to excel, will flnd a, measure
of stimulies, and help in any convention.
Tt w-ill supply in addition the personal
toucb that is wanting in books and
magazines.

TIiere is another w-cl] known source
of inspiration open to the really earncst
teacher. 1 refer to the summer sehools,
provincial, national, and inter-national.
AI] of these are good, but they do flot
cover the saine ground. hence a chioice
w-ouI ( depend. upon the purpose in vicw.
These arc for the very eleet for they
cost money, and tea chers are not iii pos-

ssinof an unlimited, income. Wberc,
however, the desire to excel exceeds the
love of more mnaterial possessions, it
will bc an exceedingly great obstacle
that wilI balk the ardent teacher.

There is& one sour'ce of inspiration and
help open to the truly humble teacher
w-ho is posses.sd with a determination
to learn the art of teaching at ail costs.


