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The OId Methods of Farming.
How awfully bard wore the old ways of farmnrg,

As sad recolleotion presents thenii to light.
Tho old lron plow that was drawn hy the exen,

Those solemn old exen that would n't tro right.
The planting of corn, the broadcast hand-sowing,

The cutting out weeds with a lice fromin the corn.
The back.aching work ef hilling Up '«tatera,"

That made us long so for the sound of the bora.

And then came the haying with wcarlsome Il>bor
0f cuttinFr vith scythe, the grass te make hay.

0f raldng wlth hand-rake, of pitching anîd loadng»
And ewcating to dcath as we mowed it away.

Then harvestinge grain with long.fingcred crade,
The binding wfth straw-'twa8 bard and se Blow,

The threshing witb hlalls or tramplinIr with oxen,
And clcaning f rom chaT when a strong wind weuld blow.

How different now are the methode of farmling.
W'e turm over ground with a steel rlding îîlow~.

We hoe with a sulky, out grass whlle wve're rldîng,
Itale and load with the herses and put in tiie mow.

Hcw sweet ls the sound cf the Toronto Llgrht Binder
To thcse who remetuber the cradle's bright gleami,

And the noise cf the thrcaher, the puif of the engi,
As they turm out the grain se fast and se dlean.

Mit. Faîto V. MASSEY, wvbose illneas we have

referred te in previona issues cf tht ILLUSTRATYD,
continues very iii, requirîng constant care and at-
tention. He suifera greatly from nervouantas and
penieda of coughing. His greateat relief is fonnd iu
hypodermie injections cf nmorphine, which bie bas te
undergo every two or three heurs wblle awake.

Tht members of the family are very grateful for
tht many expressions cf sympathy they receive
from, ail quartera, and tht constant enquinies re-
garding Mr. Fred, that are made on ail sides, indi-
cate tht higb esteem, inu which h.e is beld by those
who know bim.

FÂRMERS lu tht Nortb-%West wiIl be pleased te
hear that tht Dominion Govemument ivilI spend
$2,000 lu proouring a suppiy cf tht best seed wheat
for gratuitous distribution througbout the Terri-
tories. IMr. McKay, superintendent cf the Bran-
don Experimental Fam, wîll be tntruuttd witb
the work of distribution, and preference wvill be
given te those whose crops failed last year.

AND new iL laPeunsylvauia's turm. A Pittsburg
paper publiabed, the other day, an interview with
Mn. John McDowelI, one of tht most prominent
farmers ini tht country, about tht decline in famming,
lu whicbho says: «II have deveted some little in-
vestigation te, tht matter, locally, and I find that
tht value cf agnicultural property in Washington
county bas decrtased just about 30 per cent i tht
laat three years. In 1886 farmaers could hsbought
only at an average cf $70 per acre, but-I bave fol-
lowea up tht Sheriff's sales aine then, and froni
tht mecemded figures tht depreciation will average
30 per cent.. Farming dota net pay in Pennsyl-
vania. Tht mertgaging cf agricultural land resuits
froni two causes, viz: unfaîr taxation firat; and tht
want cf a remituerative market for botb stock and
serial cropa, second."

HoN. CoAs. DRuRY, Minister of Agriculture, was
waited upon la8t month by a large and influential
deputation representing tht Agriculture and Arts
Association of Ontario whe umged tbat ini consider-
ation cf tht grants te Eleotoral District Agricultumal

Societies being inadequate at tht pre.
sent time te ineet tht requirements, tht
Covcrnment should make an additlonal
grant cf $20,000 te them for their ex.
cînsive use. It was argued, amongat
other thinga, that by having a good

-ý prize liiat tht publiecoeuld be easily
induced te attend tht country fairs thereby coun-
teracting tht atbractions of outaide exhibitions. Mr.
Drury did not give tht depu tation much hope of
anything being dent by tht Government in tht di-
rection asked. .There is apparently considerabît
diversity of opinion in regard te Township faire.
It cannet be denied that a large number of people
interested in these fairs are strongly epposed. te
eArrying thcm on in the face of a yearly deficit
caused, ne doubt, by people preferrin te, attend
the Exhibitions in large cities. Mrany loek upon
aide showsi as an evil, but ail the saine tht fact re-
mains that people will persist in crowding te Fairs
wlhert oubside attractions are te be seen. Tht de-
sire te have Pairs devoted solely te agricultural
purposes is worthy of tht highiest commendatien
but when suob Fairs as tht Provincial, with its
attractive prize list, are run at a heavy loas there le
nothing for it but te suceuinb te tht inevitable.
Tht tume may corne whcn people will geL tired of
aide show attractions and then the purely agricult.
uirai fair will have a geod chance of financial auccess.

TUEL settîtra' trains for Manitoba have started
again this spring, and will continue te run througb-
out March and April. We leara that thcy are
likely te be wvell patronized this year by Ontario
farniers, who are geing te settie in tht West.
Many of these farmera went te Mîntitoba last suni-
mer, looked over the country, and bought land
whicb they will cultivate this year. In most parts
of tht country farns ean be rentedl for a amaîl cash
outlay, aud a new settler cannot do better than
rent a place and at bis leisure look over the country.
Netwitlistandiug the fact that tht cropa in tht
North-West wvere light last season, the settlers
have shown their faitti in the country by preparing
a langer acreage for cr-op this year than on any
previeus year. IL is estimnated that over ont mil-
lion acres will be sown this season lu Manitoba
aioe. A great many cattie and sheep are now ini
the country and mixed farining is becoming general.
In addressing meetings in vanious parts ef Ontario
this year, Mr. MrMillan, tht Manitoba Goveru.
ment Agent in Eastern Canada, exprcsaed tht
opinion that, witbin ten yeara, Manitoba would be
as widely and as favorably kuown for cattie and
dairy preducts as it ia te-day for- grain, and there
is ne reason te doubt that this will be se. Our
Citnadiau North-%West is going ahead, and tht signa
?f progress are both rapid and substatitial. There
is net a boom in tht ordinary stase cf tht word,
nor is it de*iable there should be, but maireada
are being built in alI directions, substautial build-
ings both iu town and country are taking tht place
of temporary ones, and more actuai setLiers are
moving jute tht country new than lever before in
its hîstory.

WE regret that limited space at our disposai wil
only permit us te refer briefly te seyerai important
meetings heid in Toronto last montb. Tht Central
Farmers' Institute had a three days' session at
which many subjecta cf intereat te tht agricultural
community were submittcd and ably disoussed. Au
address by Prof. Robertson of tht Experimental
Farrn, Ottawa, on " What can Winter Dairying do
fer Ontario " was full of practical and useful infor-
mation. lu bis opinion winter dairyîng wvas a
branch of agriculture wbich tht farmera of Ontario
could no longer afford te neglect. If it could b.
developed witb good judgment and peraevering
energy it would repair tht shattered fluancial healtb
cf those districts which a long practice of grain
selling had breught upen them.. Tht deliverance
cf our farmema from ever-recurring periods of de-
pression and bard tumes was in their own bands.
Winter dairying would help theni te do for thein-
selves what ne outside help or governmental aid or
hindrance could effect. IL would provîde large
supplies of products always in demand at remuner-
ative prices. It weuld increase tht fertility of their
fields and give theni a aatisfying income the year

round. He believed that the creameries of thie
province rnight become, one of the greateat factors
in f urthering its niaterial prosperity through wlnter
dairyig. The other meetings were tht Dominion
Short Hru Breedera' Association, the Domninion
Ayrshirc Breeders' Association, the Draught Horse
Association, and the Canadian Clydesdale Horse
Association. Satisfactory reports were read at ail
these meetings and at the first-named several inter-
esting papers were read and discussed. At the last-
named it ivas 8tated that the stallion show to b.
held in Toronto on ?4arch l3th. wouid surpasa any
of those previously held.

IT is evident that the Publie School Inspectors
of Ontario aro fuily alive to tbe importance of
teaching agriculture ou the lines advocated ini the
ILLUSTRATED. At their annual convention held i
Toronto last month they passed. tht foilowing reso-
lution; : "That in the opinion of the Public School
Inspectors in convention assembied, it is desirable
that provision he made in our Public Sehools' Act
for the establishment of a ayotemi of advanced Public
Schools more especialiy devoted te the interesa of
agricuiturai education ; that the honorable the
Minister of Education be requested to have the
Public Schools Act antended i this direction,
utilizing as far as possible the present Public Schoole
of the Province for this purpose, and that a special
grant from the Legisiature and the Ceunty and tht
Township inunicipalities be made to aid the Truatees
in establishing these schools. " The question now
is what is the Minister of Education going to do
about it? bas hie the higher education off!armera'
sons sufficientiy at heart to give the inatter at least
a trial? The cost would net b. great. A select
number of achool teachers ceuld receive a special
training at the Guelphi Agricultural Cellege te en-
a ble them te take charge of these advanced echools.
It is not expected that they could become qualified
te instruct farinera' sons in the actual practices of
husbandry but they could be equlpped for teaching
the principles on which succese in agriculture de.
pends. We believe that an immense amount of
useful elementary knowledge could be dissemlnated
by school teachers, if they would confine themselves
te principles, les.vîng the practice entirely to those
who have spent their lives in it. The instruction a
yonth receives in our rural achools deals with alto-
gether dîfferent subjects useful in their way, ne
oubt, and necessary, but barren of intereat te,

youth as compared with the book of nature-when
properly opened and explained. Imagine acountry
lad inspired with a desire te know and learu about
bis surroundings. Thereis ne one te belphbu. bis
early efforts, at least, muet be cramped and dia-
appointed, if, indeed, hie is net altogether disbeart-

i ened and dissuaded from following his natural in-
clination. Boys in the country muet be se, taugbt
that they will take a wider and deeper intertet in
tht thinge of the country if the grewing tendency
te crowd into the cities is te be cheïked. Tht
movement te establieh advauced schools in the in-
terests of agrîcultural education is a step in tht
right diretion and it is te be boped that those
appeaed te for aid te, carry it eut will respond
generously.

AN apothecary i Helland bas brouglit eut an in-
vention which may have the effeot of making doctora

and druggists unnecessary. It consista of a figure
of a man made of inetal, divided internally ite
compartments, representing tht heart, lunge, liver,

1stomach, throat, etc. -lI each of these la a drawer
epening outward, in which there is an approved
remedy for tht distases cf tht organ. Tht drawer
can b. opentd by pushing a coin inte a slot situated
where tht keyhole ordîuarily la. Tht packages of
pilla or pouwders will contain full directions in regard
to their use. It is proposed te set up ont of these

cmiutd doctors and druggîsta in every public
square, at the principal street crossings and at ail
railway stations. In country places ont of these
automatic medicine dispensera will stand near each
post-oflice, church, ana other public buildings. A
resident or traveller, being suddenly afflicte-à with
the toothache, pushts a sixpence or dume into a siot,
opens tht drawer leading into tht meuth, takes eut
a powder, swallows it and is at once relieved of
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