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clouds, however small,gathering to the south of us. It is sure-
ly the duty of the Government to see that we have the
means of defending our homes and maintaining our connec-
tion with the Mother Country. Is not the present state of
affairs a breach of the compact entered into at confedera-
tion? Did we not undertake to organize and maintain a
militia capable of defending our frontiers until aid could
veach us from England?  Fas that promise been kept ! Ask
any wilitiaman and he who should know will say emphati-
cally, “ No.” Is it keeping faith with the British capitalists
who have invested in our securities if we are left open to
invasion, and liable to be obliterated as a people. The con-
quest and annexation of Canada would wipe their invest-
ments out of existence.

“Bir, you can do no greater service to your country than
to point out the imminent danger of a war with the United
States and the duty incumbent upon us to provide for an
impending catastrophe which we all pray may be averted.”

*
* +*
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THE other day Mv. Barney Barnato, being asked how he

had made his money, mindful of his theatrical lessons,
replied : “ There is a tide in the attairs of men, which, taken
at its turn, leads on to fortune, and I took it 1 suppose.”
Mr. Barnato’s career, so far, upsets all calculations. Tt dis-
arranges all preconceived theovies and disposes men to believe
once more in the blind goddess.  Who was it sald that
a man could count on nothing except what stood between
his hat and his hoots?  What an utterly demoralizing ve-
sult the true fairy tale of Mr. Barnato’s success must have.
The poor plodder who, all his life, goes virtwously to work
from morn to dewy eve, sees preferred to himself a man,
who, the day before, he would not have glanced at in the
street, The wretched quill-driver laboriously earning a
miserable pittance, hears of this man, who, not so long ago,
was as poor as himself and is now living in princely splen-
dour. The unsettling effect of such a remarkably sudden
spring from the depths of insignificance to the sumumnit of
earthly wishes cannot be imagined. Even as far away as
Canada is from the scene of Mr. Barnato’s fairy caves men
ave tempted to follow him. We hear stories, true or false, of
men in this Civy pawning their property to get the means to
take them to South Africa. 1his iynls futuns dance seizes
upon the world at certain times. The fascination of the
French Revolution was that the canaille of to-day saw that
they would be the noblesse of to-morrow. After that what
did they care ! Let the deluge cowe if it pleased.

In Mr. Barnato’s case the good things of fortune do not
of how few of us can

seem to have spoiled the man himself
that be said? Put a beggar on horseback and we know
where he rides to. Mr. Barnato, if all accounts be true, is
the same jovial, good-hearted fellow in prosperity as he was
in adversity. There are plenty of men who know well
enough how to fight it out when they are in a corner. There
are very few who know also enough to remember the advice:

When Fortune smiles with too propitious gale
‘I'ake half thy canvass in.

The ancients always said call no man happy till he dies.
We do not wish that test applied in Mr. Barnato’s case nor
do we think the saying quite true. Each man has his own
notion of happiness. A short life and a merry one may be
the siwmmnm honnum to a philosophic Bohemian. When the
game is played out he has at all events the recollection of
the good time he had. If he has philosophy enough and
youth left he waits in obscurity until the cards come his
way again. When he sees youth gone and other men, once
his inferiors, or his equals, far above him in social considera,
tion, his philosophy is then more than tested. Prosperous
mediocrity is the most objectionable of all the elements of
society.
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The character of Ishmael is twosided. Every man’s
hand against him, his hand against every man’s, In adver-
sity, each man feels how heavy is the influence of the fivst ha?f
of the character. When prosperity comes the Ishmaelite 13
strongly tempted to visit on other men the same treatment
they gave him. No doubt, Mr. Barnato has some bitter
recollections of his days of adversity. Tt is thevefore much
to his credit that public opinion speaks so well of the way
in which he bears success. It is a penalty which sudden
wealth brings with it that public attention is directed to i?s
fortunate possessor. He is made use of quite without his
permission to point a moral,

Tt is one of the charms of Ciesar’s commentaries that
without preaching he now and then draws a lesson from the
events which he saw happen. On one occasion, when everything
was succeeding admirably, he was exposed to sudden dangers.
Then, says he, he perceives how much Fortune can compass
not only in other matters but also in military opevations.
Modern scepticism would deny the intluence of Fortune,
The Ishmaelite knows better. He kuows, too, that like &
woman she is capricious and is apt to bestow her favours ot
to say the least, curiously selected objects. But if he be
a broken-down university man, as a good many Ishmaelites
are, he solaces himself with a line or two of Horvace and
waits till the storm goes by, If he be not a university man,
but one trained in the school of 7wy, he may not know
Horace, but he reflects on his own ups and downs and to
tell him that Luck has nothing to do with his fortunes and
misfortunes is met by scornful denial.

IF'rom Mr. Barnato’s rise the world will draw some
curious lessons. The gold mining fever of 1849 and 1852
may be easily vepeated.  In other fields than actual
material gold mining also if any social reformer could only
get sutticient personal influence over the toiling masses he
could bring on a social revolution, and the example of what
has happened to Mr. Barnato would be a shining beacon 0
lure them on.

*
* *
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Al GRACE CHURCH, ELM STREKT.

FIVH IS organization that worships and finds a shelter and &

home in Grace Church, Elm Street, does not owe the
effectiveness it possesses to the architectural grandeur or
wsthetic charm of that building. The edifice is rather a
plain one, of white brick. It stands close up to the side-
walk, and seems to occupy pretty neariy the whole of the lot
on which it is built, without leaving any margin for decora-
tive purposes, or shrubs growing in turfed spaces. ..Tt 18
emphatically a town church, frugal of ornament and exigent
of utility. One can fancy the committee that built it say-
ing that the price of a carved capital would pay for an extra
sitting in which a human being might sit and hear the gospel
and be comforted. So there are no carved capitals. Nor
are there gargoyles, or stone-traceried windows, or a wealth
of huttresses, or the play of light and shadow on deep-cut
mouldings, such as are dear to the heart of the architect.
There is just enough ecclesiasticism about the place to show
that it is a church and to prevent its being mistaken
for anything else. But for the rvest it is externally four
walls and a roof, though there are rudimentary transepts
which afford relief to the otherwise blank lines of the struc-
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