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Dýoth the Dominion Governaient and
the country are to be congratulated upon

the8 fact that the former bas at icngth taken

843te recover by legal process the sumn

Of Illich the Treasury was defrauded by

~Ian cf the falsified pay-lists used by tbe
ý10IItreai bridge contractor, witb the con-
Ilivance of varjous officiais in connectiOn

'e't the building of that bridge. It is true

that the Governaient bas not bitherto been

eeySuccessfui in its attempts to recover

d. ý the public the large suais icst, or be-
lieved te have heen lest, tbrough the dis-
hOt1e8tY of contractors and other officiais,
hi anid low. Tbe injury done to the

20 lItlry by such corrupt and fraudulent
transactions is by no means measured by
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the actuai pecuniary ioss te the country,
considerabie tbough that has been. In

filcbing the money cf the Dominion, the

dishonest persans have also done much to

take fromn it its good naine. Wben we re-

view the fraud and corruption which have

bean brought to liiht during the iast few

years, in connection with the Public Works

and other departaients cf the Federai Gev-

ernient, it is impossible te believe that

sncb a state cf tbings as tbat revealed bas

been cf brief or sudden growtb. Even dis-

honest contractors and ofliciaIs do not be-

ceaie se bold, or play successf uily for such

high stakes, ail at once. Nor is it reason-

able to suppose that the discoveries made

by any means cever the wboie area cf cor-

rapt practices under the shadow cf the pub.

lic departaients. Sir John Tbompson at

eue time gave great reason te hope tbat bie

wouid prove bimseîf the fearless, impartial

and indefatigabie purifier of political and

departaientai life. Many who thus hoped

have since bad their con fidence seriously

shaken by events wbich we need net now

recapitulate. It may not yet be toe late.

'Fhe eyes cf the country are upon bite and

bis administration. Party ioyalty is, in

euany minds, giving way te a broader

patriotism and a truer sense cf public duty.

H1e bas stili an oppcrtunity to win for hirn-

self lastiag bonor and the ceuntry's grati-

tude as the purifier cf Canadian pelitics,

and public life.

The dishenourable methods that were re-

sorted te by a large number cf Irish patriots

cf another party to gain admission te Mr.

Blake's meeting in New York, coupied with

the dastardly attempt te break up that

meeting, illustrate tho peculiar, if net fatal,
weakness cf that mercurial and quarrelsome

race. It bas long since been pretty evident

in Ireland that tbe Most patent influence

new working te make Home Rule impos-

sible, i8 that cf the dissensions among the

Irish themselves. Even the warmest friends

of the people and cf the movement must ad-

mit that the struggie between theParneilites

and the Anti-Parnellites, is going very far

tewards d9feating the very object for wbich

both parties dlaim te be unselfisbiy working.

If one is dispcsed te make a still wider deduc-

tien, and conclude fromi sucb vicient factien

quarrels that the Irish race ara themacives

censtitutionally unfitted for self-government,

there is mucb in the history of Irish nation-

al movemlents te support sucb an inference.

It is only when one turnes ta the history cf

Irishaien abroad that he is reminded that

some of tbe greatest naines in the list cf
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statesmen and rulers iii Great Britain, in the
colonies, and in other lands, are those of

Irishaien. H1e may even turn te Edward
Blake hiaiseif and ask what race in Canada
or elsewhere can produce a better specimen
of a broad-minded, self-poised, incorruptible
man, in public or private life. It is unde-

niable that there are severai men of a seime-

what simular stamp among the present

leaders of the Irish contingent in the

Britisb Gommons. But great leaders can-

not of theaiseives ensure succe8sfui govern-
ment. The qualities wbich make succeas-
fui and prosperous self-ruling nations,

wbether absolu teiy independent or consti-

tuent parts of larger empires, must exist in
the people as weil as in the leaders.

Whether these qualities are to be found in
the rank and file of tbe people of Ireland,
at the present tume, remains to be proved.

To account historically for any deterioration
wbiclî may bave taken place, weuid ne

change the existing fact.

The attention of the English people and

tbeir newvspapers bave been of late se much
taken up witb the more imposing struggles

and changes, past and prospective, going on

on the public and parliamentary stages that

they sain to have loat sight, in a large

measure, of a most important and radical

change to be intrcduced within a very few

weeks in every considerabie village and

rural parish in England. We refer to the

Parish Councils Act. It is astonishing to

note how quietly the people are awaiting

the coming into operation of a measure
whicb, as a member of Parliamient, f rom, one

of the rural constituencies observed in a
recent speech, is one of the greatest which

have been passed during the century, aie
regards the influence it is likeiy to have in

coming years on the lives of the English
people. The aim of the measure is, as the
samne speaker observed, to bring self -govern-
ment home to every cottage door, to make
of the governaient of every village a littie
commonwealth. The working of municipal
self-government is so familiar to ail Can-
adians that they may find it difficult to
realize bow radical the change must be to

the inhabitants of an English village.
Hitherto Il their rural villages have been
governed from the point cf view of the
mansion, parsonage and faraibouse, rather
than from. the poinÏ cf view of the cott-
age." Hencefortb ail that is te be cbang-

ed. Under the new systeai, the Squire,
who may own the whole village, wili have

but one vote, just as each cottager wiil have

one vote, in the election ôf the littie parlia-


