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ehe ruaY canceivabi>' beshown ta beiranocerat.
A&nd Yeti wbat compensation in possible ina
fiucb a case ? What atonement, whichi it is
'11 the Pôwer of the State ta afler, would b)3
'ucb better than a, mockery of the isier>'
i' bas 'nfllicted '

The question touobed upo ina the pre-
ceding Paragrapb stands closely related tothe
"Id eubject of debatehaving reference ta the
I'elîabijtY of Circumatantial evidence. There
can be, we suppose, noa reasanable doubt
that under the aperatian of the laws of
fividencO wbjcb prevail ina modern civilized
CammIuuities innocent persoa are, fromn time
ta time, sefltenced ta imprisaramerat anad
f.lath by courts af law. Na living being-
'0r at Inast nat mare tban one or two-
l'eally knowaî wbetb,ýr the Young Englishman

Wh s executed ira Woodstoclc a few years
5liuce for the murder af a coulpanion ira the
'eaadil in the vicinity of that tawn,wa8 really
thie Perpotrator of the ghastly deed. Did the
.lurY, therefare, reall>' do wrangin pronounc.
ils bina guilty, the caurt irn pronouracing the
"ert8e-, and thie Executive of the country

icarrying it into effect 'i 1 t may flot be an
e.bolutîl suflicient answer, but it je
penbaPeJ the best available, to point out, as
"' U5UfllY doue when tbe qjuestion is under
'l15CUs'iQfl that ta, refuse ta convict and
Pun15h OUi sncb circumstantial evidence
Would be ta render conviction and punish-
tuenat) ira nine casi: out of ten, impossible,
a.nd ho tagive practical impunity tocriminals.

mofadern conditions the direct testi-
tuony Of even two witnesses would aften be
f% les reliable than a chain of circum-
staniti 5 l Ovidence of rzasonable strength.
W6' are thus brougbt back te the aid
dilenmme, wbich sa of tera confronta s a t
th mt1Of Iiiomentous crises, of a ehoice

4tween wo appa e vils, i.e., between
abisolnte]Y the beet conceivable, but one or
tho Other Of which in Mea beut possible under
thie Cirutfi.... Ina this, as in many

ttirs cas'@ probibilit>' in, undor aur limi-
ta''' "Bishop Butler bas said, Il the1,yguide cf life.", The oral> renaaining

""68i0 . 15 that cf the relative degrees cf
prolabilitY which warrant c,ýrtaira conclu
lon aId actions. These cari, cf course, be
niatters f individual judgmerat oraly. It

thle det ectio many are nnw crying out, that
the" 4 esvi ina the Lizzie Bordera caseWere tUpjd and brutal. If se there in a

practical evil ta be remedied by practical
ItLethOds But th, sui cf the whole mat-

ti Il tlhat there is ne abeolute escape f rom
L' 15ks and dangers f life, anad Chat ne

f tChose da gers, ta which every ane cf us
il expaîed In a Sciety ira which strict laws
are rigidl>' enforced, in that cf becoming
orte dy the0 victim f circumtances arad
orying the Penalty with the Ios cf Iib,ýrty

lielnder preceas cf law.
hwe rc"gulttte our conduct flCCording

lo ur OWI coivlet!ara.j' we 111,1y >eifely
I18iiea the pralse or' cen.4ure of eltbers.

THE FUTURE RELATIONS 0F GREAT
BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

Those who are following with open
mînde the vicissitudes cf the Homes Rule
struggle, will read m itb interest wbat twe
ef the giants of debite, on opposite aides,
bave recently bad ta say on the effecte of
Homne Rule, if granted, on the future rela-
lations cf Great Britain and Ireland. Lord
Salisbury ina the Pali Mail Gazette, and Mr.
Bryce in repl>' in the Wegliiîin8ter Gazette,
bave recentl>' atlorded readers a rare op-
portunit>' cf lceking tirst on this picture,
then on that. Lord Salisbury' had been

asksd, ho says, to explaia ira wb&t respect,
according te bis judgment, Home Rule for
Ireland would iraiurieusly affect Great
Britain ira regard te bier extemnal, relations.
To this question bo addresses himneif, ex-
plaining what ira bis view wauld be tbe twe
meet formidable kindis cf danger.

Tbe firât cf these bas relation ta ladin.
and the Asiatic Colonies, wbere, ho thinika,
the blow will be mnt sensibl>' felt. He
prefaces what lie has ta sa>' an tus point
with the following significant remarks:

tgIna aur s3elf-governed colonies its opera-
Cia>n ina> be comparatively slîgbt; but tbey
are already so nearly independent that the
injury whicb it in passible to do tbe ex-
tomnaI power cf Great Britain ira tbis direc-
tion in not cf very large dimensions. But
witb tbe Asiatic, and generaîlly tbe tropical,
colonies matters Stand on a diffirent foot-
ing, The>' are gerauiraely subject te the
ruleocf tbe British Goverrament; an>' weak-
ening cf that dominion muet mean eratire
separatiara; and with separation tbe loa cf
aIl tbe power, the prestige, the trade, the
concentration of realized wealth at home,
wbicb the possession cf those dependencies
confers uapora Great Britain. If it io once
believed that, ira order te avoid a werry, or
ta satief>' the maxime cf somne traitaient
cant, she cara be made ta surrerader what
aur fathers wen b>' strengtb cf aria and
will-then wben such a conviction is spread
abroad, aIl the force that she can bring into
the field ma>' net suffice ta uphald ber
challeraged eupramacy. The tante for sur-
render spreads like a contagion ira the
spirit cf the ccmmunity which bas once
admitted the fatal germ."

Tiiese sentences and those wbich follow
an this point are, b>' the way, quated at
lengtb b>' the Daily Chronicle, ira erder
as it says te show bow completel>'
ILord Salisbury' re-ecboes tbe sentiments

cf those wbo opposed the establishbnt of
constitutional goverament ira the Colonies."

The second course cf Pei-il in discussed by
Lard Salisbury' at greater lengtb. This peril
arises out cf the probability cf extensive
privatsering ira the case of any future war
ini wbicb Gre.it Brita*n ina> be engagsed.
Lord S îlisbury qiiotes Captain Maban's
bcok ta show bow great was tbe damage
inff:ctod oni Britisb commerce by privateerd
betwcen 1793 and 1814. He al8o peinte
eut that whule ina the hast great war Great
Brit-aia was able te feed berself, ira an>'
future corafliot @he will be utterl>' depen.
dent an importations from abroad for ber

food suppl>', and tbat if it were passible for
an enemy 's cruisers er privateers ta
materiall>' diminish this suppl>', the acuteet
suffsring migbt be intlicted on millions cf
the people. lie tiien States bis forecast or
feare ira regard ta the part tbat Irelaad
under Home RuIs would plsay, as followe :

Il Ho would the matter stand if
Ireland, se far as its internai goverrament
was concorned, were quite indeperidoit ;if
the executive anad the local administration
in aIl its branches were ira hands that were
flot friendl>' ta us, and we were engaged ira
Bomne war with a great maritime Power i
0i course we might blookade witb our navy
aIl the baya and barbours of Ireland, but no
boavy a tank, on sucb a caast anad ira sncb
an ecean, would tai our naval mesources no
boavil>' Chat our navy would bave little
leisure fer an>' ether dut>'. But if the
bamb jura cf Ireland were net watched by
our ebips, and their shores were ira bande
net friendly ta us, it ie obvicus tbat the
supply cf coal ta hostile cruisers and hostile
privateers migbt be arranged witb the
greatest ease, and tbat Ireland wouid be-
came a base of eperatiaras againet the oceaa
tralic, aud espeiall>' the corsaI traffi, of
Great Britain. Naw Ireland is unfortu-
natel>' placed in 'the mont cenvenient
possible position for the purposes cf a hos-
tile Power ira that respect. Shie lies juet
opposite te, aur four principal parts that
tura towards the west-Glagow, Liverpool,
Cardiff, and Bristol. A swarm cf cruisers
migbt lie on the ecean pathways which lead
ta St. George's Channel, with the certaiat>
of being able always ta fill up thoir enppiy cf
ceai wben the>' wanted it, b>' running fer
nome Irish barbour which had been agroed
upon betorehand and ira which. the r,ýquisite
suppl>' cf coal and other stores wouid be
found. 0f course, as long ag the Irish
Excecutive receives its orders from West-
minster the polica anad the magistracy
serving under tbat Executive would take
came that ne comfort was given ta an>' of
the Queen 's enemies ira an Irish port, and
the privateers wouid bave te retumra ta the
French coait for their supplies. But if tie
Irish Exeutive was unfriend>' and in-
dependent, no sucb inconvenient vigilance
wouid be practised b>' police and magîstrates
acting under its orders, and the population
would tenthusiastically threw themselves
into a commerce wbicb would injure Great
Britain, and would bo bigil>' remunerative
inte the bargaia. Probabhy the population
cf Ulster, wbom by grauiting Home Rule
we should bave baud>' abandoned, wouid
join with the keenest zest ina ami> plan b>'
which Great Britain could bo bumiliate
and puraiebed."

The assumptien that Ireiand would,
under aIl circuinstaaces, reniain friend>'
anad loyal, Lard Salisbury' regards as net
warranted b>' the teacbings either cf paît
bister>' or cf preseut experienceu. It wilI
bc obierved that the compliment which ho
pays te the loyalty cf Ulster, cf which ws

hear se mucb, ie of a ,iecidedly left-banded
kind.

Having given a glut cf Lard Saislury's
main argument ini bis owui wcrds, we cari-
net do botter tiien to give Mr. Bryce'w
repl>' in the gaie ferni, 150 far as our space
will permit. The apening sentences refer
te a passage ira Lord Salishury". article
whici w. have not queted, but the purpert
et wiicb ie apparent :
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