
THE WEEK.

whichi are iii the betof order, and black with ail the brilliancy titat polisît
cati (ive. n I)o:r(l, veit to inost of the cooking, is (loute

stpant, and tucsstn of eleetric lighti ng is very coplt, the saoo hein-

illuntîniatî'd Ibx six cenitre chiantdeliers of artistic desigît and six single

branches fromn the' side walls, aIl provided with globes, which mellow and

tono tîte ligbt 'vithout cleuracting fronît its power and efficacy. Tito

','Alberta ' and " Athtabasca " cost $300t,000 ecd, iiicluding tht' inaclinery.

The former is rtistered to carry five Itutdreti anti îighity pass('ngers lier

cabiui accoiitiationi is excellent, and the table good artd well .served.

The only cleficienicy I noticî'd was the' lack of canip-stools or othor available

dock accomnmnodtion. 0f liter qualities as a sea boat 1 am htappy to say I

Itau nto opportuniity of jud-iîtg, for our trip te Port Arthur was over a

waveless s<-a, unt(er a clotille-ss sk-y.

Saturîlay niglit fouitu us wî'll ouît on Lake Il uroît, and on Suîtulay

mioniiig after hîreakfast, wî' 'vire steaîniîig tmp tîte (1îrtlow River whuichi

conni'cts titat lake w ith Lalze Superior. flice sceiîcry along, its wintling

course wvas very pri-tty anud vairi(i' iii character, the lantd falliutg away froin

Lake [lu-onit u Iigît Noodecl bills, flooilt't witlî ricît purples in the' distance

and dî'ep grîeîîs ii the' foî'îgrounît, to low cleared land iii thte neigliborhooil of

thti' S-ault t.Marie, wvhere the' river iiarrows perceptibly, se that the' Aitteri-

caît antd the Canisiiaut towuts of the ,,Saîtît lie, exaetly opposite ont' anotîter, auic

comnparativt'ly close' togîtlier. lt Aineîrican touvni is mituated in the State o?

Michigait, aitî to its -overntitenit bcloîtg tîte locks tîtrouglt whltiî aIl ves-

selis inust pass te avoiti the unnavigable rapids o? the Gardow River, wltich

toms their foami-crowited htiats besidi- us as wo steani slowly through tho

short canal out imite Lakte Superior.

I t is soite tinite after we beavo the Sault, before wo really lose sighit of

hand anti find ourselves launched tîpon the o )sett o? titis huge inlaîîd sca,

tie largeut laIte in the world, with the' exception o? eue iii Russia. Soino

idea of the' size o? Lake Superior unaybhoforinetifroîin thefact that freinits two

extroînities the distanco is nîjuai te tîtat f roi Londont te the centre of Scot-

lantd. Ili widtlî it is capacieus entougît te take it the wltole o? Irelanmd. It is

900) feet deep, the surface being 600 feet above, its bcd 300 feet bî'how,

the' oceaut level. Its water is rentarkably pure, witlt thto colour o? the

fiîîîst crystal.
\Ve pasq a nuuibe)or o? steait larges anti ceeplylaiei vessels, anti arc

îiow ?airly it tIh' laIte, witlî its ruggcd rocky Ils on thte mîorth shtore

aseeîtting to a height o? ut tîtousanti feet. We are prepared for a tliglît rock-

ing at the lemat, but are agreeably surpriseil te find Superior as smooth ani

smiling, as nature coulîl make it. 'The air, however, becaîne perceptibly

chlîly as thto ]anîl rc<'îhed, and îîy six o'clock we' were aIl glati to retire te

thet warmîîtl anti coîtîfor o? the' saloon, lithinil closed îiooî-s and viutdews.

TIhe utighît passodî quiî'tîy andî un'(,%î'uitftly ; utot a suspicion evî'n o? fog

djetaiuieti us; aitt cm onîoilty iitrniiuig at 9 o'cloc'k we wî'rc off 'I'hulldî'r

Cape, wviiclt n'art't its unagtificî'ut inuss cf rock close above thte vessel. I

utever 8aw auiyttuing mtort' î'xquiisitt' tîtau tIti purpb' lighus on its ruggeil

woodt'd sithîs a%, tIh' Il Alborta "stt'aii awviy freuin tIti' lofty licadlail,

wîtlt its picturestîtti andtl itv:tluai)le iiglî,tîist, towtitds Port Arthlur, wlîose

btouses cotîlî hi' distiltctly seei rimimtg in a sî'mticiicle oit Tîtunder Bay.

TItis is thet termnus of the' C. P. Il. bouts, whlich conneîct Iîîre witîu the'

thirougli trainîs frouut Moittreal, catut auîd west. 'Te town is beautifully

situateh, andt 5('t'lms te îc a tluriving place. At il o'clock wve were îîuoered

te tht', whîarf, antd soon fourni our way te the Nerthî'r Ilotel, ive mîinîutes'

walk froiti thti hoat-which shtould be at soule future day a deiightful muni-

mer rî'sort. I. is ciecitedly aunhitieus iii structure, and its widc verauidahs

on both steries couiitautd a niost extenisive view over Lake Supenior, with its

nuinerous Iueaclands anti islatîcs, and Thtunder Cape ami iîtîpesing uuass in the'

distanîce, whilst a d('licious cool breeze s'veops it frein over its water-s. At

1 o'clock wi' werî' jrovîîlnd %vith a geoci substantiul ilinner, and at 3.10 tîte

C.P.R. trainî ?rcîn Mouttreal brouglît up just in firont of the hotel te embark

passengers auîd baggage. XVe were sooui rusluing aîeutg at full speed, bouitd

for Winnipeg autd thte far West. A diiut-car was attached te the trainu,

whiclî we patronised for tea, anti at 9.30 o'clock on Tuesday mermîing wo

breakfasted iii Winnipeg.

I nover perormed a more conîfortable jouruey ; ne time was lost, and

no casualty occurreci. iThe only thing 1 have te complain of us the

extremeiy dreary, barren country which extonda between Lake Suiperior

and the prairie region. Vie traversed long stretches of black, boggy

swaunp te which the luidian naine of IlMuskeg " bas been given ; and else-

whero, as the train meves on, nothing but rock and forest are te be seen

in their mnost rugged ?erms. The country about Rat Portage, situated at

the junctien o? the Lake o? the Woods and the River Winnipeg, is,

I helieve, extreînely pretty and intercsting; but we passed it at night, se

I had ne opportunity of appreciating its heauties;- and when 1 awoke in

the morning wc were at Selkirk, twenty miles north of the city of Winni-
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peg, and1 lid entered on the prairie land of the WVest. In another haif

hour the train steamned slowly into th(, station at Winnipeg, anid, a few

minutes later, 1 was eonifortaly settledl at the, Lelanci Ilouse for the noxt

two days. E. S.

OUI? P~ARIS LETTEJR.

TiiE weather continues sombîlre. 'Ihat unfortiinate quePstion des princes

is stili awaiting the decision of tlie Senate. Tht' papers arc filcd with

accounits of the death and fun-"ral of the' Kinig of Bavaria. Such being a

ré~sumé~ of the news of the, day, it is certainly perutissible to contemplate

other subjects for the momtent.

Everyone kîtows wvhat an important factor is the café in the, suin o? a

Frencîtînan's happiness. To the' casual observer, lie! secinls to pass Ilis

clatire existence ther' ;lbut, helieve ilnn, àt is not me. Except for that

nonentity, the po~rlnuit is nothinig but a place of înoinentary relax-

ation froin the labour s of the office anti the study. In Paris you have

î*vîry i maginale and unitîtagixtall variation on ithe gi yen thtemo-café.

I3etween "Tortoni '' ancd the hr<cssric of tîte 1,atilt Quarter lies a whole

world of variety anti intcrest. To dIo Justice' oitly to ecdi speciluien café,

space doces not permtit, toit you canl gl-anco witlt mle lit eicast into one or two.

Th(, café it Frante dates froin the end of the seventeecîtî century, anti

the Café Procope, of wlticlt 1 would speak, fron tht' year 1688. Ili 1669

tite Aîttbassador of Turkey serveil cofFeo to tîte courtiers of Louis XII.

Tltough thte doctor4 took great painis to pî*e'VI tltit tdois îteW b0VOIrage11 WaS

one of the strongest of poisons, it hecan< 4o popular that its price rose te

eighty francs per pound. ilowever, Mine. de Sévignté wrote tîtat people

would sion tire of it, as o? liýacitte.

Sauntering down thte Rýue do l'Ancienîne Comtédie, so called froin the

Comédie Frani;,aisI ltavinge once stood it it, t caughît sigltt of a whtite lamp

hiangîng over the' (oor of one of Lhose taîl, iîarromv btouses, m0 closoly packed

togetîter ;the nantiie IlProcope " prinîted upout i t, iiîforîîîî'î ine 1 hltl founld

te obJect o? îîîy soarCli. But alas 1.tto shîttters wero iiowit. By good

fortuite, however, thte propricter hînî colite tt) air thic estatblishmtent, s0 hoe

allowed us te enter. Within, all was dnst aîîd diîsordî,r, for repairii werc

soon to e miade still,i iti tlIc dîîîî li'gltt we could trace upoit tto wials te

portraits of Voltaire antd d'Alemtbeîrt, J. J. tottsseau, Mlirabeau, aîîd

Piron-
Pauv~re ii rnt, qli net flot rien,

P'as mêmeuI Acatdiiituiui.

In the dlarkost cernter 'vo foutai a ituarle table, diffvriig îîtati'riaily front

no otitor mnarhle table, but iii rocality more precions tItan tdeit ail, as you

sitali sec.
Oit a certaint niglît of tlie last ceuîtnry, theo Café Procope wals mlore thli

usually noisy, for the tmag-edy of Il Séuîîirauuis "bail juîst, blit acltedi ct ît

tîteatre across the( wa)y, and tIti cýritics4 were tlockiuîg it lifter tChe 1ierfo'mî-

aice to dIiscîîss i t. hi the iii o4t i lIiîtditoî î, sei'c ii ugl y ai iorla'c in mtls

paper, mat asombre -tnob otîter tliait Ni. de Vol taire, Il witt spetce

oit nose ... listeing te tue dba:te ,profitiutg by i'easoîtable obser-

vations, suffieriîtg inicît to Iueal' very absurd ornes antI itt answer theîu,

wvhiclt irritated litiiî.'' N citîer wva4 this the lirtut litor lîtst tiuni his augutt

('lbows pressed tîte ahove meittioneci tabile.

Destouchtes, Rousseau, Diderot, anittnaîîy other literati mtade of this

café a veritablo ante.chibutflr of thte Acadeiny. Later, wîieit thet dliscutsion

o? plays was supplanted b)y tîîat of refornts, liberty, andt the guillotinue, it

was converted into a clubl, witit Iiêbert for president.

Wlten George Sandl begaît lier literary career in the Latin quarter, tite

streets of which echoî'd net seldout to lie'r boyisli escapades, Procope', recout-

verted inte a café, was one o? lier frequerit resorts. ITJmder thte Second

Empire, Vernorel auîd Ganmbetta lucre plaitied their social reforits. As we

now contemîtplate its silence and cîtîptineus, wo cannlot help feeling certain

twingcs o? pain ; but a clear, tnockiitg voîce, a voicc we kiuow, 1 think,

rings in our cars :" WIîy wisi us here ; 'vo are now in tho froe air you

breatîte. Truc, wo have entercd the' ' flouse of itauy Majus;ions,' not one

lîiddcn far away behind the cloucis, but one Itere, in the heart and brain

of man. " L. L.

Paris, June 22nd, 1886.

ERSKINE wîas reproactec witlt his propensity to punning, and was told

that puns wvere the lowest kind of wit. "lTruc," lie said, "and therefore

thcy are the foundation of wit."

GEORGE COLMAN was an admirable punster. Sheridan once said, when

George made a succesuful hit, "J 1hate a pîn ; but Colman almost recon-

ciles me to the infliction." Ho was once asked if hoe knew Theodore

Hook '1" Il Oh, yeFs," was bis reply, Il Uook and 1 (oye) are oid associates."

JtJLY 8thi, 1886.]


