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forty-six million cubic mètres ta one hundred and 'twenty-five Miiilwhile the estimated cast lias, as the magnitude of the undertaking beclesa capable of disguise, been reduced by M. de Lesseps froin fortyinillion sterling ta twenty-eight million. Yet, whule of this suin nineiand a haif million had been raised and disposed of Up ta September, Lno more than one twenty-sixth part of the excavations, and that the eaiwork, was at that date ready. In Junie, 1883, out of an expenditurfine inillian sterling, the inodest suin of £152,000 aniy appears ta ljbeen spent in actual wvork; of six million sterlingbhalf the capital stecalled up on the arganîzation of the Company-£ ,800, 0 0 0 went at cinto the pockets of the promoters; and what with sharo capital and bothe Company were responsible, in September, 1884, for £30,647,700,which tliey liad received only £22,598,968 in cash. And at this date oone-fourteenth part of the excavation work lad been done.
TIS littie rosuit of 80 miqch expenditure is, howover, if one way, pliaps, not ta be regrette(l. For, according ta comlpetont autharities.more lad been done, so mcl mfore labour, as woll as lifo, would bave b(wasted. It is stated by thesc that natural obstacles ta the completianthe design existe which, in al] human probability, it wili be impassibleovercome. Firt3t, the praposed canai runs in its course thraugh a vahlldraining aucli a large areat of country that its master streain.tho ChagrRiver-rises ta a heiglht of thirty ta forty foet in a single day; a:ta arrest this flood it will be necessary ta conistruct an embankinentsucli onormaus proportions that it cannot, with human incans, be finish,betweon the occurrence of two floads-anid attacked in an incomplete stait will certainly be destroyed. And secondiy, a cutting three bundred ar,sixty feet deep bans ta b mnalle through a range of mountains, whicu, beirthree-fourtbs of sof t inaterial iiîstead of wholly rock as estimated by I3de Lesseps, will niecessitate the digrging of s0 vast a trench, with a tewidtb of a tijird of a mile, that the masof earth ta ho removed is siînpltoo stupondlous ta ho put iii figures4. And if this cauid ho dane-4f thrange of moU.tains could be remnoved bodily.the earthen Slope could n(resist the rainfali (ane hundred and twenty inches annually; fails of si.or seven inches iii a few hours being nat rare) in that district. An eartbecutting of sucli proportionsi exposed ta a tropical rainfail, wbich in a feihours would wash away the toil of rnonths, inay well be regarded as inexecutablo. And if it wcre executable it would ho a lutge financial failurEThe cast of the whole work, supposîng Nature permit of its completion, ietîmiated by Mr. Rodrigues at .£107,853,161 sterlinîg; aril the annuadeficit in working the canal at Lliree million sterlig-the maximum revenu,being rcckoned at a dallair a ton (the Suez Canal rate> on an estimate aithe probable amount of tonnage ta pass through the canal, prepared by th(chief of the Bureau ofý StatiHtics at Ww4hington- That M. de LessepEsbould imperil s0 vast a suin of the hard.earned savings of bis simplerfellow-cauntrymon.wîîo 

seoim ta regard hit with childiike faith-is inex-plicable. Thait ho shouid cast it se rashly into sucli a quicksand is mon-strous. The work should not bave been begun, miuch less allowod te pro-ceed s0 far, tîill its campletiou was ascertait(ed ta, ho feasible. But M. deLesseps appoars to think his buoyaitcy and dasit wiii reove mountainsand avert floods as easily as it draws monoy out of the trustiug habitants.Ho is rai3ing a great monumnitta French da(,n. It bias been, said that everyaleeper an the Panama Railway represenited a iurnan lifo spent in its con-struction; and the sacrifice of life in the construction of tbe canal is likelyta ho as horrible. Xorkmenvbalf fed, herded together in squalid bovels,-insufficiently sholtered front tho weather, unable ta escape, since tbere isnowliere ta escape to,-are sinitten by the peAtiiential foyer of the country,and go ta the hospitai anily ta die; and this frightfuî oxporience, conlinanit may b0 said, to aIl such great tropical labour schemes, is, it seems, but an'episode in wliat the Ecoito,ýidte ranýais predicted wauld ho Ilthe mostterrible financial disaster of the ninoteenth century."

THE Pope, says Town Z'opics, is an expert versifier of Latin. Euislatest production is "lNovissinuia Leonis XiiI. Pont. Max. Carinina,"1 of-whicb hoe bas sent a superbly bound volume ta Prince Bismnarck. Were itnlot if a measure disre.speetfui ta suppose bis Holiness guilty of suchi athing, one couid imagine this a Ilgift of tho. Greeks," and that his compli-monts ta the grim Chancellor were not unaccompanied by a inerry chuckieover this triumph of ironiy. As if Prince Bismarck couid tell the differ-.ence bot ween a neow or an old sang in the Latin ! 0f ahl the grave chargeslaid at the door of the Prince, lie is guiltless of a classical education. Thearts of diplamacy and persuasion having failed ta brin- their long and bit-ter controversy ta, a satisfactory torminatian, it is probable that the Papea.t last bethaught bimself of a mare subtle weapon witb which ta extinguishis adversary.
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ion;ill i is Newd YorkSa a "A bill granting copyright to foreigners
Lamew it the Iosde introduced in the U.S. Senate by Senator Hawley, and*two frmitte ue by Mr. Tucker, the accomplished chairman of the judiciarYbeen Côiinjtee The measure wil, we understand, be subgtantially like theS84, one reported by the judiciary COmmttee of the ast Congress. t7 will grantiiest copyrights ta citizen$ of those foreigu countries whih give the saine Privi-e fleges t mrcns. There will doubtiesa be, as there were before, strelU-ave ou$ efforts made to attach limitations and conditions to the copyrights 1tht)ck, may be granted ta foreigners The condition that is frequently suggested'ce is ta require the book Or other article to be manufactured in~ the Unitednds States. This seeis ta be plausible, and is urged upon the ground that itfor will afford protection to American pliblisherspi'es okndr tcnly but a. ittie c nsideratin ofte ubet îî p ner, o k i des ec.sinthat sucli a limitation would be very injurions even to the interestswhich seek for its protection. If ur Governient shouldoattach such ar- condition, other Gveruments would do the saie. The resut would heif that ail capyrighted books and other warks would hav tarespauects redc

,en in the country in which the copyright is granted. As respefct recof and German works which are àold in this market, it is quite clear thatta such a requiremnt~ would be a great hardship ta ail American readers Ofythe literature of Frairce and Germany. Ideed, as the market is aîiie'Os ne, it would have the effect substantialli epeetCntnna rtrrid frain availing tiierselves of 'the Yrvleeo ta cprnt otnal rierofPr 
ieg oia rc p rg tl w.-d THE New York 1T imes thus discourses on the pretended discovet'y inte America of a painting by Raphaeli: Chicago is disputing the dlaima Of Cinc'd nati ta be regardeed as the centre of vesthetic culture in America. fI lias "lanl'g aiieg9ed Raphael"1 concerning th, genuineness of which its nuwierous. n[.accamplshe experts in art are naow wrangling. A diligent searcli fr,p Raphaels has been going on in Europe for over a hundred years. Withi"y that periad every picture for which any internai or external evidence can bee adduced ta Sustain a "d caim " that it is by Raphaei las been described, cata,)t lagued and identitied, se that it is as familiar ta colîecf ors as a 2.20 trotterx is ta the connisseurs of Chicago. The chance that the Chicago Raphael nmaYn be genuine is nat improved by the annaunceinent that it was stolen frainv' the Vatican. The Ppe iay somletimes despath one of is Cardinas witha siail Picture fra the Vatican collection under is arm ta the neareotpawnbrker's in rder ta secure an advance suflicint ta provide needfiiîsi maccaroni for the Papal househoîd. Those pledges, lioweve are always~ihnourably> redeeied when the collections caie in, even tlough Peter'S3pence are transferred in Ireland tathe Parnell fund. Besides, the exhibi-Etion of a Raphael in the window tof a Roman pawnroker would ead tainquiry, and the Pope therefore Substitutes saine less familiar picture thona Raphael for hypothecation. It is ta be feared the Chicago connisseurswill ultimately discover that the dlaim of the awner of this picture proceedinerely froni his disposition ta peil Raphael "raffle."'

KING Louis il. of Bavaria is close upon forty years of age, and aslong beu. knowni as a wowanbhater. The annouinceient of his intention,says i Zorde 27op 8 ta marry the Widw Of a ricl manufacturer of Nureinl-urgrise rde ta gt relief froin is financial embarrassinents is a geunsurris. Sinefifteen years aga lie was about ta m'arry a distant Cousi'~the daughter of Duke Maximiian and lister of the Empress'of Austria.At a late day the engagement was Sudidenly broken off, and this is o' itcarne about: At the age of twenty-five lie was counited the hanidsamue'tian in Europe. It is even aid that many an Aierican girl hias igheda n d s a id : c "O n e k is s f r o r u t h e R i g o-aa r a a d t eade I " iJ~acêewasthe envy of the royal world. One afternoon lis Me5"tycalled at hier haie and was bliged ta await bier pleasure for saie ture.At last he heard lier voice in an ad.Joining rom of whicb the doues stad
ladia. Ah waen:tagàed in a tempestuaus dispute with one of bier itnladis. A mome t laerand just as j-Uis M ajesty was advancing ta lneetlier through the haîf-apen door, hie Saw lier seize one of bier dainty siprfroin bier fout and strike hier attendant fuil in the frace. Hewitd

-langer. If barror and disinay lie fled and riever returnd

IIG-PIP singers, says the Saine paper, are out of favur this year»Even -dear Madaie Patti is having lard work ta barter bier exquisitevoice for the fabulous sums of frier seasons. Heretofore, when shefound the effete audiences, Of Cvent Gardn reluctant if pouring theirshekels at ber shrine, she simply packed up and caine ta the autsgtretchedaris of entusiastic America-r went ta Russia. This year she deciddta lazard a less remote Continental tour. She was recently annuned tasing in Amsterdai, and, in rdr ta reiinburse bier manager for tbe largeSuin he was ta pay bier, tle prie of the tickets was plaçed at a figure


