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forty-six million cubic métres to one hundred and twen
while the estimated cost, has, as the magnitude of the unde
less capable of disguise, been reduced by M. de Lesseps from forty-two
million sterling to twenty-eight million, Yet, while of this sum nineteen
and a half million had been raised and disposed of up to September, 1884,
no more than one twenty-sixth part of the excavations, and that the easiest
work, was at that date ready. In June, 1883, out of an ex
nine million sterling, the modest sum of £152 000 only appears to have
been spent in actual work ; of six million sterling—half the capital stock,
called up on the organization of the Company—£l,800,000 went at once

ty-five million ;

the Company were responsible, in September, 1884, for £30,647,700, for
which they had received only £22,598 968 in cash. And at this date only
one-fourteenth part of the excavation work had been done,
Tuis little result of so much expenditure is, however; in one W&y, per-
haps, not to be regretted. For, according to competent authorities, if
- more had been done, 50 much more labour, as well ag life, would have been
wagted. It is stated by thesc that natural obstacles to the completion of
the design exist, which, in all human probuability, it will be impossible to
overcome. First, the proposed canal runs in its course through g valley,
draining such a large area of country that its magter stream—the Chagres

it will certainly be destroyed. And secondly, a cutting three hundred and
sixty feet deep has to be made through o range of mountains, which, being
“three-fourths of soft material instead of wholly rock ag estimated by M.
de Lesseps, will necessitate the digging of so0 vast g trench,
width of a third of u mile, that the magy of carth to be removed is simply
too stupendous to be put in figures. And if this could be done—if the
range of mountains could be removed Lodily—th
resist the rainfall (one hundred and twenty inches annually

with a top

; falls of sy

An earthen
cutting of such proportions exposed to a tropical rainfall, which ip g few

hours would wash away the toil of months, may well be regarded as inex.
ecutable, And if it were executable it would be g huge financia) failure,
The cost of the whole work, supposing Nature permit of jtg completion, ig
estimated by Mr, Rodrigues at £107,853,161 sterling ; and the annual
deficit in working the canal at three willion sterling—the maximum revenyg
being reckoned at a dollar g ton (the Suez Canal rato) on an estimate of
"the probuble amount of tonnage to pass through the canal, prepared by the
chief of the Bureau of Statistics at Washington, That M, de Lesseps
vings of hig simpler
ldlike faith—ig inex-
plicable. That he should cast it o rashly into such

strous. The work should not have been begun, much
ceed so far, till its completion wag ascertained to be feasible,

Lesseps appears to think his buoyancy and dagh will remove
and avert floods ag easily as it draws money out of the trusting habitants,
He is raising a great monumeont to French élan. [t hag been said that every
sleeper on the Panama Railway represented a human life spent in ity cop-
struction ; and the sacrifico of life in the construction of the canal is likely
to be as horrible. Workmen'half fed, herded together in squalid hovels,
«insufficiently sheltered from the weather,
nowhere to escape to,—are smitten by the pestilentia] fever of th
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TrE Pope, says Zown Topics, is an expert versifier of Latip, His
latest production is “ Novissima Leonis XIII. Pont, Max. Carmina,” of

over this triumph of irony. As if Prince Bismarck could tell the differ-
«£nce between a new or an old song in the Latin ! Of 4] the grave charges
laid at the door of the Prince, he is guiltless of 5 classical education, The
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ThE New York Star says: « A bill granting copyright to folr elgr::ld
Will, it is said, be introduceq in the U.S, Senate by Senator o eéyi’ciary
into the Houge by Mr. Tucker, the accomplished chairman of 'the Jlll.k o the
committee, The neagure will, we understand, be S“bsmntlal}y 'lll orant
one reported by the Judiciary committee of the last Congress. It Wle l,rivi-
copyrights to citizeng of those foreign countries which give the sam tfenu'
leges io Americans, There will doubtless be, as there were befor.e ) ® 'thab
ous efforts made to attach limitations ang conditions to the copy l"lgk,l,t;ted
may be granted to foreigners, The condition that is frequently—subﬂg'nited
s to require the book or other article to be manufactured in thed that it
States, This seemg to be pla.usible, and is urged upon the gr.oun ete. ;
will afford Protection to Anmerican publishers, printers, bOOkbmders’ nelu-
but a little consideration of the subject will, we think, lead to tht? (Zrests
sion that such & limitation would be very injurious even to the in e
which seel for itg Protection. If oy Government should attach sl;d e
condition, other Governments would do the same. The result Wouwred
that all copy righted books and other works would have to be manufa};?rench
in the country in which the copyright is granted. As resp.ectS that
and Germap works which are gold in thig market, it is quite cle{:l;lre.rs 'o
such a requirement would be a great hardship to all American rear ited
the literature of Fraitce ang Germany, Indeed, as the market is a m;terﬂ
one, it would have the effect, substantially, to prevent Continef’ltal wr
from availing themselves of the privilege of our copyright law.

. in
TH]_J.' New York Times thug discourses on the pretended .dlsco‘g}:i -
America of Painting by Raphael : Chicago is disputing the claim of

. “an
nati to be regardeq as the centre of ®sthetic culture in America. It has
alleged Raphae »

r
. . . s rch fo
accomplighed €Xperts in art are now wrangling. A diligent sea

ithin
Raphaels hag beep going on in Europe for over a hundred years. Wlflhllje
that period every picture for which any internal or external evideflce 0"; ota-
adduced to Sustain a “ clajp, » that it ig by Raphael has been described, tter
logued ang identitied, 80 that it ig g familiar to collectors as a 2.20 tl;oma)’
18 to the connoisseurs of Chicago. The chance that the Chicago Raphae from
be genuine ig hot improved by the announcement that it was St,OIen with
the Vatican, The Pope may sometimeg despatch one of his Cardinals st
& small picture from ghe Vatican collection under his arm to the nea(;ful
Pawnbroker’s in order to secure an advange sufficient to provide nee

, d to
he window of a Roman pawnbroker wo?ld leath%"n
inquiry, and the Pope therefore substitutes some less familiar picture

. urs
& Raphael for hypothecation, T is to be feared the Chicago cOnnOlSS:eds
will ultimately discover that the claim of the owner of this picture proc
merely from hig disposition to spell Raphael “ raffle,”

h > . usin,
Surprise.  Some fifteen Years ago he was about to marry a distant c0

tria.
the daughter of Duke Maximiliapn and sister of the Empress 0? él;sow it
At a late day the engagement wag suddenly broken off, and this 13 omest
came about: At ghe 2ge of twenty-five he was counted the hands

. . : . ig
man in Europe, Ty jg even said that many an American girl has 8 DHis
and said: «(pe kiss from the King g

time.
O await her pleasure for some 5t00
At last he heard her voice in an adjoining room of which the doors

’ ; iting
ajar. She wag engaged ip g tempestuong dispute with one of her Wameet
ladies. A momeng later, ang Jjust as Hig Majesty was advancing to m®
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HieH-pricED singers, says the Same paper, are out of favour this lf,i:?te
Even -dear Madame Patti is having hard work to barter her exq she
i ums of former seasops. Heretofore, vivhent;heir

8 of Covent Garden reluctant in pouring tched
» 8he simply packed up and came to the outatgecide

rica—or went to Russia., This year ?he ° a to

ontinenta] tour. She was recently 9‘nnoulwﬁ‘»rﬂ'é

sing in Amsterdam, a.nd, in order to reimburse her manager for the ﬁgu:é

sum he wag to pay her, the price of the tickets was placed at &

nd
. . . . rous &
concerning the genuineness of which its nume

hed

¥



