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dant energy which îvill enable hier ta carry out ta a successful issue any enter-

prise in which she may choose ta engage." It was, in a word, the act of the

pnivate individual who is suspected ta have been severely "lbit" in some penilous

speculation, and who seeks ta convince his neighbouns of his solvency, and even

of his ilidifference ta what bas happenied, by giving a dinner-panty of a more

than usually sumptuous characten. Another migbt have been ta amuse the

péople, ta interest them in something wvbich would divent their minds from

embroiling party questions, and unite ail classes in a centre of common interest.

Perhaps, too, thene was a desîre ta gîve the Republic a certain éclat and dis-
tinction by compelliQg the recognition of it by the crowned heads of the other

nations of Europe in a marked and flattening manner. Some qjuestions of the

profit likely to accrue ta the nation by the influx of strangers, and the impetus

which would thereby be given ta the trade of Paris, also lurked at the bottom

of the xvhole as an unexpressed but distinctly recognized motive. Stili another

reason suggests itself, viz., a desîre on the part of the Government ta turn the

mind of the people from military glory, ta the results of solid industry.

Ail ibis is dlean enough ; the only curions thing about it is that France

sbould have decided on trying an expeniment in a direction iiin i~ it appeared

impossible tbat anything new could be achieved, and by appealing ta an a]lready

palled and jaded taste. Lt ivas, ta say the least of it, a bold venture. People

have grown sick of Exhibitions. To somne it is a positive objection ta visiting

Paris this year, tbat the Exhibition is Il on." Lt seemed. therefore, like taking

great trouble and incumning vast expense witb very doubtfni rosults. Happlily

for France, there seems every prospect that the pragnostîcations of thase whlo

foresaw failure will not be justified. There is every ap)pearance of success.

The audacity of the idea bas created intercst iii it, and Europe, the United

States and aur own Canada bave responded wîth enthusiasmn ta tbe invitation
ta take part in a Ilbig " undertaking.

Looking at this superb Il revival "-ta use a svige phIrase-vhIiclî nîav

possibly form the stniking close of the Era of I'xibitioiis, it is riatural that we

should try ta get at some estimate of the value of these national dislIays. To

do this w~e înst discard from the mmiid the popiilar notion of thcmi as gigantic

shows, or formns of ententainnment fon the p)ublic. [bat they hav e served tis

purpase amang others is truc, and the mionctarv sncccss of anl Exhibition must

alwvays depend on the pow~er of attractiug thIi55sse. But thit is not the

mai bject. Ver>' fan fromn it, '['lie mmiid of a nation îs cniarged and refinied

by the contemplation of beautiful objects and intercsting national p)roducts, and

ithat senso an Eýxibi)tion is educationai. That is anc object servod. But

the main purpase is ta bring together thc scientîie and art lirodîîcts of many

nations, sa that anc may learn froîn another, and, b)y conmparîson of the highcst

efforts of each in every branch of industry, ail miay attaîn ta higher lovels of

perfection. When the Englishi Great E,'xhibitioni was organized, ibis hiad ta bo

nsisted on as the great resuit which wvouid attend it. People were inicreduious.

Tbey thougbî it would bo a Il fine siglit," but doubtcd if anything î>racti(cil

wouid came fram il. Anl army of lectîîrers swarmcd aver ihe country talking a

great deal of nonsense, as it was thon thonghit, about the "' good " ta be

ahee but the stîccess was, aftor aIl, due ta anl ao theib organ of

Wonder. Every ane ivas curions, aîid every one went. Fcniîaps ninety-nine

out of every bundred came away satisfied witli having seen the Showv, but no

in manufacture a quarter of a century ago. D)ickens has iii anc of his novels

the incident of a roi being locked up on a certain wcdding day, and not dis-
turbed for miaîy ycars after. Nowî, sîipposîug a roomi so clase(i-say. iii i85 1,
-an(i opened iii this p)rcsent year of grace, what shouid NVO find ? Wbhy, that

everything about it iudicated a iow siate of tue public taste. 'l'lie p)aper on the

wails, the pattemni of the carpet, the sty'le of the furniîiire, the ramnments on the

mantelpiece, the articles of table lise, the pictiires and the picture-franes,-
everything Nvoîld tell the sanie talc. Froni the tinie of Queen Amne ai steady

deterioration iii the arts set iii. 'l'ie Gogsfoîte<i vohtd"bor

and bainting," down ta the Il first gentlemn of Eutrop)e "-dIid nothing ta arrest

it ; the opcniflg of th.e century foud lis grovelling iii the lowest dcp)tls of ciil-

ture,-po)or iii architecture, mn painitinig, in sculpuîre ; i>a<>r lu ail the arts of

design, ql'ere wa a sliglit stimning of the national intelligence iii the earIy
years of Victonia's reigul but wve wverc stili deplorably ho%' iii the intehiectual
scale for the first haIf of the century. With thc Exhibition of i 85 caime an
absolute awakening. Lt gave a fresh iInli),Ilse to inventioni, ta cuterprise, and ta

tbe amis, ihat has gane on increasiiig iii force itinta this day. Whlat is the con-

sequence ? Why, that the homes of aIl classes have ccmtaiuly beeu improved

somewbai, and at any rate the hideoîîsly coloured plaster of Paris cats, caws,

&c., have been banisbied. Thiere is beauty in form, iii colour and texture, in'
the camnmonesi articles of househald use. Ingenuity bas been quickcned, tbe

world bas been ransackcd for ol)jects ta imitate or imnprave upon, and it is not

taO nîucb ta say that ibere is more pleasure and greater iliierest ta be found in
laaking in a sbap window naw, than miany a mluseumn in the past liad the
capacity ta afford.

I am not among ihose who iîîsist on the identity beiween culture and
marais. A gaad deai of Ilsweetness and ligit " mnay be foîînd in connection
witb depravity. Stili, it is wveil ta mefine. 'l'lie tendèncy of cultture is good, and
the enjovment of life is greaîiy heightelied iwben vou can surround it witb what
is beaîîtiful and souil-satisfying. A beautiful tbînig may l)e just as cbeap) as an
ugîy anc. It casts no mare ta give a jug the lines of bvauty than those of
defornity. Colours wbich blend hanuoniously are as cbeap as ihose which are
hideous in association. 'lhle ingeniaus is not necessary nmore costiy than that
wbich is ciumsy and incanvenient. AUl tbat was needed was that the world
should be roused oui of uts apathy s0 as ta use its wits, and educated sufflciently
ta prefer tbe beautifui ta the repulsive, and ta seize the best fornis of production,
instead af being content witb ihose of a ruder and less cultivated time. The
greai value of every Exhibition is that it educates, and though its effects may
nat be s0 marked, mucb will be learned from the great gatheng ai Paris whicb

wili show us Art and Industry brougbt up ta the latesi point in tbe world's
progress. H. M.

MONTREAL HARBOUR, TRADE, AND SHIPPING.

The stranger on a visit to our City, who has admired from the deck of the
steamboat which carnies him to our wharves, the noble river front, should not
neglect to give up a portion at least of one day ta the inspection of the harbour;
and we believe no sight to be secn in Montreal will better repay the time
expended than such an inspection. Montreal can boast such specimens of naval
architecture, in the noble steamn and sailing ships which make their regular
voyages to aur City, as cannot be companed, we believe, in any other port in the
world, and xnqch time can be profitably passed in their examnination, and alse
in noting the great despatch given these craft in dischargingtheir inward cargees,
and in loading thern for their hormewand voyage with the many products which
Canada exports so largely, in payment for the merchandize she does not produce
nor manufacture, but is obliged to import fromn abroad.

We shali attempt a description of the Montreal wharves as they appeared
a quarter of century silice, and as they now are, and also attempt to show by
companison hou' much the shipping, and the facilities offered the shipping trade
hene have imiproved and incnea.sed.

111 1854 the bulk of the sea-going vessels was berthed at piers extending
froru a point opposite the old Custom Hlouse to another nearly abreast the
store lately occupîed by Messrs. Lord, Magor & Munai, and about one hundred
yards belowv the office of the Allan line of steamers. 'lhle wharves rit that date
were not the solid lQoking structures they now are, yet were backed by the
noble revetmcent walls wvhich were built about the year 1840, and which stili
look as if they would grace the river front for many a year. Thle class of ships
in those (lays wvas small in si/,e, compared with the floating palaces which, now

corne to uis, bult this diminished tonnage was îiot owing to want of energy in
those controlling the trade, but to the fact that the small depthl of water in the
chiannel of Lake St. Peter did not admit of the passage throughi it of langer
vessels, and it was not considered necessary then to go the expense of having
(leel)er Nater in the harbour of Montreal than was to bie found in the new cut on
L.ake St. Peter.

''ie late Honourable John Young, to whom our City owes much of lier

preselit p)roslperity, hiad for some years previous to the date of whichi we write,
devoted much of' his time and untiring energy to the successful prosecution of
this p)et scheînc of bis ; the making and dcepening of a straighit channel througli
Lake St. P'eter, and althoughi continually sneered at and tolcl frcquently thiat the
cunrent wvould fili each winter with deposits the small cut made during each sumn-
mer, hli Icrsevecred with the defective appliances then at the disposaI of the Board
of Iliarbour (Commîiiission ers and their Engineers, and had, by the season of 1854,
succceded in deepening a channel so that vessels drawing about sixteen feet

could corne wvith comparative safety to our port. Whien we stop to consider
that the straighit channel was cnit in the l>ottom of the Lake for a distance of over
twenty miles, we can realize the energy of the mnan whio could plan out such an
undertaking, and afterwards carry it throughi so successfully. Vet, evenl in 1854,
with the wonderful im1 rovenments which hiad been effected, the new channel

wvas very far froni what it is at the prescrit date, and the vessels then em-

ployed in our regular trade, smnall tonnage as they were, comparatively speaking,
were obliged to discharge at Quebec into Iighiters a considerable part of

their cargoes when bound for this port, and also had to také a p)ortion of their

outward cargocs for shipment in river craft so soon as the Lake was safely

passed throughi.
A l)nisk business wvas thus donc by the river craft, at rates much higher, per

ton and barre], than those l)aid at present, and even with the assistance thus

rendcred, ships very frequently grouinded, or slicered athwart the channel,
causing thereby a heavy bill of exl)ellse ta their owners, and giving Montreal the
reputation of being a very cxpensive port.

But gradually the channel was dredged deeper, tînder the skilful supenin-

tendence of the late Captain Bell, so well known and respected at that time, and
%vith the deepened channel and the larger class of ships tîsing it, came the

necessity for ani extension of the xvharves, and the deepening of the water along-

side thenm. In 1852 an attcmpt had been made to establish a line of steam-
ship)s ta rm between our Iport and that of L.iverpool, and several stcamships
were placed on the berth for that purp)ose, and a contract for carrying the mnails
ivas entered into I)y the Goverrument at Quebec. But unfortunately for them-
selves, as wvell as for the Canadian public of.that day, the contracting Liverpool
bouse, instead of building steaniships suitabie for the trade, which would bc

likely ta attract a l)assceer and freight trafflc and foster it wbcn once secured,
did not realize the magnitude of the great pnize in their grasp, but cbartered
small powered stearnships, which made slow voyages, and did not offer sucb
advantages as would make them compete successfülly witb the long established
and popular Cuinard Iine, whose vessels sailed at that timne weekly, and alter-
nately from Boston and New York.

The names of these steamers first placed an the St. Lawrence ratute were
the "lSarah Sands," IlGenova," IlCharity," and some others whose names we
have forgotten. 'l'bie first of these, the IlSarah Sands," had been in the Pacifie
trade, having taken out passengers to San Francisco inl 1849, was neyer a fast
vessel, and was with the others quite unfitted ta inaugurate a trade wbich pro-
mîsed s0 fairly as did that in which they were employed by their charterers, and
the conseqtience naturaUly was, that in spite of ail the excitions made by the
popular and well-known agent, the late David Bethune, Esq., the new Urne of
old vessels did not satisfy the travelling public, nor the Govemment, and finally
after an existence, as a line, of some tbree years, the owners threw up the con-
tract, and new tenders were asked for the more efficient carrying Out Of the
contract of carrying the mails, by full.powered steamships. For many yeans
previaus ta this tirne the carrying trade here had been virtually controlled by
the large shipping firmn of Edmiston, Allail & Ca., the managitig partnler of
whicb firm, Mn. Hugh Allan, baci often differed with the Honourable John
Young, as ta the advisabiîity or thorougbncss of the scheme of the latter ta
-deepen the Lake St. Peter ebannel. But, though he thus differed with him, he
was not slow ta take advantages offèred 1»' the deepcned channel, and had, as
the increasin~ trade demanded, increased the size of the new vessels added ta
his line of saîling ships, altbough hie was at ail times slow ta admit the truth of

183


