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TELEPHONIC SYNDICATES.

A NEW WRINKLE FOR BUSINESS MEN.

A wideawake correspondent of a West of
Englandpaper writes as follows :-" ' I have
been askedto join a telephonic syndicate and
I want te know what it is?' Thus inquired a
friend of mine the other day. Now, I do not
know much about syndicates generally, except
that nome men who suddenly rise from medio-
crity to opulence tell me they have joined a
syndicate Sud made a nice pile out of it. But
a a telephonic syndicate ' I do know a little
about, and as my friend is very likely to be
onl one of many who thiret for knowledge, Iwill try to explain the sort of thing he has
been asked to join. 'Shopping ' is one of the
wearisome institutions of civilisation. I often
want some article or another, and yet for
weeks leave the shop unvisited simply because
to a busy man like myself time is so valuable.
So much for me. But my wife ? Butcher,
baker, poulterer, greengrocer, fishmonger,
dairyman, and I know not how many more,call for orders every day, and all the morning
is spent in answering the maid, who comes tosay' 'Please, 'm, the butcher,' or 'Please, 'm,the greengrocer., If my wife can order bytelephone, the tradesnan is relieved of theexpense of sending for orders, and her's andthe maid's time saved. What a blessing itwould be ! Good. But a telephone costs £20a year. Here comes the agent of 'a syndicate,'or association of the sharp tradesmen in myighborod, and says that a telephone will
bio ftts up if Iwillgive-what ? My permis-

These traders find it so much to theiradvantage to have orders by telephone andsave time, that they have united to furnishone hundred houses in the district with thetime-saving instrument gratis. On the tele-phone hangs a card, and on the card are printedabout twenty tradesmen's names, who form
the syndicate. Finn the fishmonger, Jones
the baker, and all the other leading men, the
sharp, shrewd fellows who know the innate
laziness of the Briton's constitution, and by
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saving me trouble, gain trade for themselves,
here they are, set down in order, and without
stirring from the house, we can command an
army of ready caterers. In cases of interest-
ing domestic emergency, or of accident, there
are the doctor and the chemist on the list.
Nor is this al. I have a cold perhaps, and
cannot go to town. Here is the rub. This
telephone is on a small 'primary exchange,'
and how can I call to 7,654, for instance, on
another exchange ? The local syndicate give
me their instrument, but it is obvious that for
me to call someone not connected with the
syndicate entails expense. Very well. All
that is arranged, I call my local exchange,
they switch me on to the trunk line, and so to
7,654, my town office, and debit me with
threepence for the message-not of twenty
words, but of whatever length may suffice for
the business in hand. The syndicate pays
well. What the traders pay is not, be it well
observed, an actual outlay, but really only a
commission on orders received by telephone.
In my friend's neighborhood several firme
have expressed their willingness to pay 5 per
cent. on such orders. Telephone enterprise is
old enough to be secure from idle opposi-
tion and the effects of a panic and yet
quite young enough to show fine pro-
mise of a grand future. So my advice to my
friend was 'join the syndicate.' It is beyond
all question a capital idea, and its successful
adoption in many parts is encouragement to
the sharp tradesmen in all localities to follow
the lead, to oblige their customers, and to fill
their own pockets."-Hardware Jonrnal.

-Sir Edward Watkin announces his inten-
tion of publishing a work on Canada before
and after Confederation.
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SPECIAL NOTICE to the TRADE.

-When we read that out of a lump of
Pittsburg coal such widely diverse substances
can be extracted as gas, ammonia, water, tar,
pitch, creosote, naphtha, benzine, aniline, and
toluene, the latter yielding a saccharine matter
beside whose sweetness sugar is tasteless, a
vivid idea is obtained of the concentration of
natural wealth in that vicinity.

-The women in the North are suffering f rom
a double craze-sealskin sacques and diamonds.
In the South the disease thus far is compara-
tively mild. The genuine sacques are not very
numerous, and you cannot tell a diamond from
a rhinestone shine. If a poor girl wears a dia-
mond she is suspected of wearing the imita-
tion, and if a rich girl wears paste she is
credited with a brilliant of the first warer.-
Wilmington Star, N. C.

NOTICE OFREMOVAL
W. beg to notify the Trade tha

at the beginning of the year we
shah REMOVE to the HANDSOME
NEW WAREHOUSE on

BAY STREET,
where we wi be pleased to see
our friends and buyers generahly.

BRYCE,
1cIoURRICH

& 00.,
34 Yonge St, Toronto.

Eby, Blain & Co.
Samples of Standard Syrupsanow ready 1 NEW FRUITS. CROP 1886.
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for which we are the sole licensees for the Dominion.
Guaranteed free from alkali, and non-fermentable.
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Steel Wire Door Mat.
INDESTBUCTABLE, CLEANLY.

Manufactured exclusively by the

Toronto 8tol 8 fo 191 Co.,
No. 6 Wellington St. West, Tor'onto.

The greateet thing in the way of a Mat ever de-
vised. Made from galvaniesfel wre, with
japanned iron frame and braces. They are wear
and weather proof. Snow, ice, mud cla and water
are wiped out of sight by the ligh est secrape.
These mats are self-cleaning, and require no shaking.
They coat one-third to ene-haif lesu than the cor-
rugated rubber mat of equal thiekess, and are
adapted for any and every place where a mator mat-
tlng le needed. Especiaily adapted for railway and
street car floors, steamboats churches hetels, offce,
stores, residences, elevator koors, &c.

VOSTIZZA, PATRAS and PROVINCIAL

CURRANTS. "
Finest Vega, Dehesa, Blue Basket, Black

Basket and London Layer

RAISINS.
SEEDLES R &ISINS.

VALENCIA RAISINS,
SULTAN4A RAISINS.

BOSNIA PRUNES in casks, kege and cases.
FRENCH PRUNE Sin kegs and cases.

FRENÔH PLUMS in cases.
PERSIAN LAYER DATES.

FINEST ELEME FIGS.
LEMON, ORANGE and CITRON PEELS

EBY, BLAIN & CO., Importers,
Cor. Front and Scott Ste.,

TORONTO, - - - ONTARUO.

BROOMS.
Having purchased a large quantity

of CHOICE BROOM CORN at a very
low figure, we are in a position to
offer the trade a line of Brooms, ful
weight and good color, and al made

by skilled free labor, at prices which
cannot be equalled.

ALL BROOS GUARANTEED.

CHAS. BOECKH & SONS,
Manufacturers.

Office and Warerooeem Facory:O0 n'Yerk St. 142 to 150 Adelade W.

TORONTO.
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