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SIJOULD. JNVESTIGÀTE FUEL, RESOUIRCES

Further Commnts of the. Press Regardlug Important
National Probleni

.Nova Scotia lias more 1han io,5oo,ooo,ooo tons of
bituminous vool, New Brunswick rôui,ooo,ooo tons, Ontario
bas a smnall quantity of lignite, Quebec and Pince
Edward lsland have nons. The western provinces have
many bilIlion tons cf lrignite, andi Alberta bas in adi-
ition te lignite 8&45goo,ooo tons of semi-antbracitc, 218,-

oo>o,ooo tons cüf bitumninous and well up w i ,ooo,0o0,0o0,000 cf
sub-bituxninous. Britishi Columbia bas nearly go,o,oo,ooo
tons of biîurninous coai. 1Besides lignite and sub-bituminous
ceaI tbere are reserves in Canada Of 313,00,00O tons of
bituminons andi 845,goo,ooo semi-antbracite coal, altheugli a
sinali part of thi, lying in remote and frigid regions may nect
prove available. The peat bogs cf Canada are estimateti te
produce 28eooooo,ooo tons equal in fuel prepertim to 16,-
coo,ooo,ooo> tons of good ceai. With these resources, cani vie
not by investigation and application solve our fuel problera ini
Canada? Mr. Arthur V. White, the consultinq engineer, who
has made a study of tbis subject andi who bas vontributed
severa.1 valuable articles ta The M<mrtlary Times rsgardiug it,
said in our issue of januarY 4th, last -

"Caniadians need neyer expect to bave electrical egy
replace coaI and ether fuel for heating purpeses excspt to a
relatively litnited extent. We must direct ourselves wo the de-
vellopmient of out ceaI resources.'1
No Affl of AswW

"1By intelligent and thrifty use, tbe natural rescurces of
Canada may bendfcently serve the nestis of a large popula-
tion." says the Daly Rcord, Niagara Falls. "If, however,
Canadians become really depenident upon necessary cern-
modities tsuprplisil tbem by ciber couritries, they mxust bc pre-
pareil to accept the virvumstance-, in wblch they may sud-
deniy find themaselves if the supply cof suclb vonnuodities is
eut off. Sucb circumrstances will be aggravated by any abuse
of Our assets."l

Cominsating upon, Mr. Wbite's statement that the suPPlY
of cealis far trri hein g inexhaustible in the. Unitedl States

nnA. l,. %un - ,,.tlnrall Pynerrto iceb obligtd in the near

f ccl the genial warrnth of a forward clpring, we tend tco forget
Our Worries about tuel anid to give rein to the old happy-go.
lucky ptopc1iitv. (;ourinncits are not freer fromu this weak--
ness than is the average citizen. It is rivsrrvn tn inake the
utinost out of the pains and privations an~d hauntixig experi.
ence of others' mniscries the prescrit ceai _ýhoriagv is bringi»g
us. That ought to be enough to impel public opinion and
public authorityr upon a strong campaign te solve next
winter's fuel prublern in advance.

"Thet askc of governiment is to devise the policy and maIre
the transportation -arrangements, fer distributing the fuel, and
in this task Mr, White cunsiders the provincial governxnents
should co-operate with the federal goverramrent. When the
season of navigation opens xione of the ves-sels co4ning up
the St. Lawrence should lacIr cargo. Now that the gaver-
mnent bas control of the Canadian Northern Railway it can
supply the railway connect>on that znay be necessary ta for-
ward Nova Scotia ceaI into the heart of Ontario. Many of the
smaller vessels can veine right into the laites f rom Cape
Breton ports, and there will bc no trouble fanding cargo Io
carry bacit. There is still a large reserve of fuel in the 'wos
of Old Ontario. Labor can be got by co-operation arnong
neighbors ta cnt up inte cordwood or steve lengtbs the fallen
an'd dead trees that are a fire risk t the forest. These are
inatters which the goverrament shouid give imtnediatte and
theough attention, and plan wo direct the carriers and the
workers accordinigly."
Government Hia@ InMormatkis

Quoting Mr. Wblîe's statement that there is no need to
start ag'ain learning the A..B.C. of this fuel prohiem, the
London (Ont.) Adv.r*iser remindes us that "full information
is in possession of the gzoverninent. To carry outmastS
of relief and wo place Canada in a reasonably independent
position will talc. time, but under proper direction the country
can be relieved of a menace which threatens mxot only lier
economic life, but the physical life andi weli-belng ohf alarge
proportion of ber population."

The Vancouver Daily Sun~ says :-"Tbere is plenty of
perat and lignite on the prairie districts as well as in the east,
Mr. White points ta, bis moral by calling attention te the price
cf coal in France andi Italy, wbere it ia $5o a ton, andi le re-
marks that an ativance cf even ten dollars, a ton over present
prices in thus country would cost the people an extra $5o.-
0o0,ooo cf yearly outliy. From this, he draws the conclusion
that a million dollars.' or cven a few, millions; <)f dollars if
necessary, placed at the disposai cf technical officers assisteti


