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ROYAL COLONIAL INST1TUTE'S WORK

Its Empire Trade and Industry Committee Supplies
Up-to-Date Commercial Intormation-Improved

Consular Servicc

ht is nut a year sînce, th(, Royal Colonial Institute, wvhich
durîig its four dofesu lite bas donc su mluch to interest
homei-stiiying Br.ton, in th(eir mnifict(i, nt her citage bey\und
the scas. uidlw nev. andc p)r-lmsing mlisio)n by founid-
ing its emirie trade and industry commîiittetc. Till thogn the
insýtittt, tliough theý prinipali.l rall\ îng point for imperialists
and al focus for ail kindsý o1cneliec con<(erning %Nhat has
bveîii suapl termed-i Greatc-r liricain, h., detvoted but littie-

atninto the ecoionmic aspect ut the British Empire. it is
truo that its uwel fuirished ]ibr-ary conitainied miany volumecs
of the grea;test vallue to the Bi'tish an ot businetss who
wîishe-d tu> open upt relation %with the, doiiimi s bceyundi( the
seas, with idia, or with ikny ut our numevrous cruwn coln
Se-S. lin the es( prr. 10101 hundreirds ut papers from

eeypart c)f the lEmprecarfully- filtld and pirc-erved for
futurerfeoc in the liri'tih %Musuir readinig Trwo. But
nienl ut busines-s have littlie timev for ruse-arch work ut anly
kind.

Something more was Noded.
hi was felIt thatl sumethîng mure was eede if thel lin-

stitube was to mainitain its place as th ho, tîa'Tr of ail
the a., interesýts coiîne<t\d wiîit the \t rl ici.de ritish]
Kmitre., o% wnsý ths cliýv(on ,i(si;idrt i io i ih1 b roulghilt ib eiovx-
istenceM th ins iitlt re's ei )reo trade and- i ndr ci m m1i ' 1 i1t te U.
u)f lit hIch it \% a, and ( is, thIe, putirpos to)ý p 1 latce at thecci11r c imand
ut British cap)taLins ut (ldustry and of Blitlsh ineoreialits,
theg 1no1ýt up-o-at information irgarding thi. e'(o1nmie
p)rugress ut the uverseas dominions, ut the mir' important
easýtcrn dl 'pndui,. ald (it tho..e ut tllt- (ruWn CIlones

Aniother piart of the( cunite' %or k is toi do the samne
9u-d seýrvice for G;riattr l3iii, and.c u, find, a', fani i, pos-

sile sitable- Lvenulits for Bnritish produt t in, thi, country
As theý limpe(riail Parliamencrt isý thr suplremeýt gui.rianiii utf
Bc it i',hIi lneret S thrlougIliout the worId , it emdadîal
filit the ommiiiittiee sh1ould pà- ss (I su c, reiui il, nîight

apercalcullltid to, furilher ugit nef4,iiii lt in(, comi-
melrciail systemi iind ilfica relation'), lwith th,- o,ýonornic

deveopmets u thc nts Emire. These are, ail piractical
and praicticabIoe ideas, and( it milv rmici t consider

bri1(y ho falr the comumittee bias been aible t,) live up te its

information in Aoo*ssible Form.
The. (comm[itteeg commenll'Ice its bperatios by cumuni-

caitinig wýith ail the ove-rsea omnon, raedeatmns
and byý inviting themil to orrdto thet instîiute, ai litera-
ture and anyi kind utsatsic sse bv thenýi. The res-
penseý toi thivi-taktion wasý muos- gratify-ing. ''t, literature-
se cullctedl is boinig catrfliyl\ filed by lt, institute', ai i
placed in the most accessible forri for the. instruction uf ail,
Wh10 are, initerested in -Jt.e economic and finaiail-il devo-V(P
m'ent ut the dominions and colonies. At the first metling
hlcd by, the commiiittee, on April 5, l9ri, thec foliowinig resu-
Ilution wasý tnnmul adpeadcpe ree o be
forviardod, to 'the Secre-tary of State for the Colonies and the
ilresiden't of the Board utf Tradei:

"Thait thic attention ut the, Colonial Office and the
Boiard utf Trade bc raî to> the nceissity ut takingz sorte
detfinlito aon roý( devolopr the reso(urces of, and British inade
with, the crown oloie and depIendeýncies. byý theý appoint-
men 't of trade, cummiussioner', (for 'groups ot Coloniies», as
bias reetybeen dune in the ca o f the self-governingý
dominions, and by issuing detailed reports tromn tîmen to
:inei on the resourci-s and trade coniditins of thoSe, terri-
tori -?'
Value of Crown Colonies a Producers of Raw Material.

Few peuple, perhaps, realize the value ut our crown
colonies cýonsidcered.i mereýly as purV,curs oif valuable raw
matenials for Our industries. TFie cuncolonies; are necoes-
sarily destitute utof logaie local trade departmejints,'such as might advertise their rai% products ini Engl-ish m'Ir-
kets or gîve timely warn if utihe raids utf torei%4n eoml-petitors, who, in the case of certain African British po ý,sse-
sions, have, through a botter orL, anized and subsýidizod
shiping service, succeeded in drawLing av to their mnar-
kets raw mat-rials which British mainufacturing flrmns have
later haid to purchase at a smart advance oni original cost.
it i5 believed that the guvernme'nt hasl given sufficient ho d
to this resolution to have iii forward preparationl a schcm le
for the ilppoÎniment ot trade commissioners for gýrouips ut
our crown colonies, as was suggested by the*committoet.

At the next tintÎe uf the committee, held on Mav zu,
1911, the following resolution was passed and'ordered 'to be
forwai5drCed to thc Prime MNinister and the Secretarv ut Statz

for the Colonies: "That the attenvtion of the imperïal con-
ferenct bc ralled to the growîng importance of the question
of the uniformity of cumpancy law wïthÎn the empire, owing
'to the increasing tendency for Engîishi firmns te establish
branches overseas, and the increasing popularitv uf empire
investmtents."i
codification of Company Law.

The codification of coznpany law througnout the em-
pire is obviuusly a very big que stoin; but at the imperial
cenference this subject rectivLd a gond deal of attention,
and waàs discussed in a broad spirit by the present Lord
Chan'cellor, who promised to do his best to bring British
commerItýicial law into harmony, as far as possible, with the
legisiation obtaining in the self-governing Dominions. Sir
Jo,,epih Ward, Sir John Finlay, the late Mr. Batchelor, and
other ot the uverscas delegates, also made sympathetic con-
triblutions to the elucidation of this great imperial question.

A,- the thirid meeting heuld by the comimittece, on June 2,
joli, the question of the work of the British Consular Ser-
vice in regard to) empire trade was cunsidered and the fol-
lowing resol()utioni passed: "That the time has arriv-ed whenj
thet British Consýulair Service should be made equally repre-
senrtaitive of th,-vrsa dominions and colonies as of the
Uniited Kingxdomc, and that seule system should be established
of keepînIg e>very c0nsu1iar officer fully informed of the te-
sources, market requirements, and gencerai traidc nect
utf thc various portions t the empilire,>'

Should t>. Cuarclians of Trade Intereste.
The v1ficicyý t the Britishi Consular Service is of the

tmosri) importance to the, cconiomic well-being uft 'he British
1~.p~r. rîtshConsmuls and V'ice-Consuls, wÇho are ap-

ilite %b, aind arc under the direct control of, the Sc~
tiiry of State fo)r Eoreîgn Affatirs, are suppoCsed tu) bc guardl-
i.ans utf Britisýh tradc interests throughoUut the districts. ii

v. ich th serve. As al matter of tact, sonie ut these genltie-
nieni have- a certain amnounr utf commercial ktiowtledge, ;knd
the. rep)orts ý,hiCh theyprideal prep)are are somectimes utf
value. But, on the other hanid, somc--it i, featred mnany o:t
thonm-have littie, or no) econuie ap)titudle, and are- entîrely

dpnetfor trade faut-s and figures upun their subordî-
als consular clrsand unpaid Vice-consuls, and such lk~
whlo artoo %rqrnl orineswosec perisonal trade ini-
teryests are nlot xctyini harmony with those ut Britisni
rade.

Citizons of Empire on an Equality.
It may be noted that oin titis mnatter being brougbt ta

the notice ut the Secretar) of State for Foreîign AfÎsi
Ilitn(t, in the shatpe of a question su f ramed as to
ask v. hether aniy diistinictioni were made btenthe status;
of British citizens resýident in the ljnitecl Kin-dom and of

ciiesof any overseasi, do)miions, as regards the services.
o)f British consuls, il %\as stated that the Foreign Office con-
side(red both on an entire, equIality in this respecct; and thaot
tlie office hadl instructed its dîplomnatic represenititives to
urge British consuls 'to keep themn informed uf aIl develop-
clents itffec(ting the po)sition uf the dominions or colonies as
e2xporte(rs uf f(ood products. This; assurance i.s gratityiingf as
f ar as it gues; but, as the Foreign Office must be ivell aae
the British Empire extends far andi wide, and its products
are isstiredyII the moist variedi collection which any empire ini
this world has ever shown. If the consular service is toi
live up) to ils great mission, the staff miust be strenigthened,
anid, above ail, al well-organized system ut properly instruct-
ing cons~uls and their cIerks in the economnic needs of the-
empire must bc devised.

Transportation by Boa and Land.
Several other questions have been asked in parliament

which arose out ut 'the resolutions passed at the Royal
Colonial Institute.

The- foillov.ng important resolution, passed by the Com-
mittee ic June 1o91, concernedc the establishment of through
booking-s ot g-oods f rom ail parts of the empire:

"Tha;t the trend of modern trade being in the direction<
of brinigîng the manufacturer into more direct touch wi'th
the consumer, it is desirable, in the interests uf empire
tradle, to bring aboutthe establishment of a system ut
'through buokings or through rates for the convenient car-
nage ut empire products by siea and land from une point
of the empire to another.>

Weloomlng Representative Overseas Cftizns.
A further important feature, ut the cummittee's vork, is

ut a social nature. As many Ieadincg mon from the dominc-
ions and ot'her parts of the empiire are oftni within Our
gates, the policy lias been initiate-d ut entertaiining froiii
time to time these, and giving them upportunities of dis-
russing in an informai, but not the less authoritative, mari-
rer the ecýonomîc doveIoipment and genolral fincancial condi-
tions ut their respective states. The first ut the committee's5
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