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district camps that medicai men were be-
coming a nuisance, for they wanted too
many things. The feeling among the
militia generally is tbat we cannot do too
much for the medical staff. In case of
active service an effective medical organi-
zation can do a great deal for the com-
fort of the officers and men. Tbey are
just as ready to expose themselves to
danger as the combatant officers. Sir
Fred. Middleton especially complimented
Dr. Ryerson, who was then in the Grena-
diers, for his daring in exposing himself
to the enemy's fire in the discharge of bis
duties at Batoche.

Dr. Ryerson is at present abroad, and
be will, no doubt, be deligbted that bis
long agitation bas been successful. It is
to be hoped, however, tbat he will con-
tinue tbe agitation foàr further reforms.
Better equipment must be made avaîlable.
The Government sbould do more to en-
courage training in military ambulance
work.

THE D.A.A.G.'S DUTIES.
Rîîn'îîR ('AZrrE. 4e havi hait everaiîdiscssions ini

the lîîutitute rccntty as tothei i fi itieii of tht'ew 1. A A
lu he the asiatunt tii the A.G . undîttliLe hextî~ in rr er
for promotion tii tha.t office, Whut ju his atUk

Toronuto, .lune 13 . A FieLO Oïeosa Rýi.

Tbe duties of tbe deputy assistant adju-
tant-generai at beadquarters are as fol-
iows:

iL The exaaîination of recouininuîtionî,. for the appoinjît-
ulent, promîotîioî nîtn retiremnent of oIliceruîiof the aetive
adi remerve imilitia.

2.The iniiitluarecor <d <of ervive of aitl ti ia

3. The iilitiuig of the 1 litiial M lit i< Lisi.

4. The )reparatimi<. printiig anid distribuîtioun of general
orders.

5. The exaînination anidregistrationiiof rertiflrate, of
ijiîîdihratin jsuc4l frinî the acterai chiiols of imilitary ini-
triietion,

t. The )iieirati ji, reisturationi di stising of îoîîînis-
iiius to ttlteriiof tic active anil ri'erve imilitia.

7. Tlîe îxaiîîiiatiiiiî of diuiliaigc documiîent, ofN (<.
anît mnîo<f jpermanenit <<<lia of active niltitia <iion î>îii
îîoiîfelcetive.

S. lffieionîîrelating tii theî ixiîinhatioii of cangiiiiates foîr
adissîioni tiithe Ruoyal Miitary (.'îilege rof Ci('uî :iuanî thUi
conidetitial irintiig rof paîîcrs for ail exaîmiiîitiiiis of
cadietsi ut the Royal Nlilittiy (ullege.

9. The iieriiîiical rel isionî of the liegiîlatiilsndi hi( t riteru
foîr thie iliia.

Tbis appointment seems to have created
an unusual stir, probably because s0 many
offic:ers of the permanent staff are looking
forward to possible promotion to the
beadquarters staff. In this instance they
tbink Major Bliss, owing to being a son-
in-law of I-on. Mr. Costigan, was pro
moted over their beads. \Vc do not agree
with this view. His rank in the militia is
major, and he is junior to every officer
commanding a district or regiment. We
do flot think a D.A.A.G. sbould bave a
higher rank, but when Major Bliss bas
been ten ý'ears a major be certainly de-

serves tbe rank of lieutenant-colonel. In
a former article in these columns it was
pointed out that be was a bard working
officer. Thbis was verifled by Col. Maun-
seil a few days ago. He was organizing
a scbool of instruction at Ottawa and
needed a good adjutant. He picked
Major (then Lieut.) Bliss out of a number
wbo were recommended to him, and be
was not disappointed. He found bim a
most painstaking and efficient officer.

SWINGING THE ARM.
DttIR, a.Referriîig w ian article in im t('&AADIAN.i

Mîî'AR %GzpETTEý of the lut -lune, ini wliih the editor
îîîuteiian Arîiiy Orîler nlusîitificationî of the Victoria Rittes
swingilig the diseîîgageii arin wlieîî înrchiîîg iast, 1 beg leavc
tii taèke eixcption tii tic rîght otf any regfineît tir corpit of the
(.fuîidiuîî iiitia tii uit imier aîiy stieli oriter, tht' editor tii
theeiîiitrary. The Arîîiy Aet ia hîîililihi'i to the' Iniperiat
forte:i, anît iz what oui (encral Oriiers are to the Canadian
miîitin. muid I nîuiiitaiîî that titi srli gene ru) iîrîeriî have
heni isiieîct t thei whole force, that not eteji îîîr permanecut

coirpii have aîiy riglît toi itioîiucechclanges titi ail are oiini
eîîîîîat footinîg.

FREtI). LYrtoN,
Bt. M. aiîl Aitjt. .S <if C.

'Molitreal, J11,il.189&

Thbe above appears in the well-edited
military column of Tbe Montreal Ga-
zette.

We bold that tbere àre tbree reasons
why this army order should be followed
by tbe Caradian militia : First-Because
the Mibitia Department bave sanctioned
the 1893 infantry drill for use in the
Canadian militia, therefore the clianges
in that book must also bc followed,
wbetber a special general order bas been
îssued concerning tbem or not.

Second-lt is being taugbt by ini-
structors at the various military scbools.
what tbese scboois teacb sbould be
followed-even if some of us tbink
tbey are wrong-by ail tbe infantry
corps. Many of us are very mucb in-
clined to question sorne of tbe innova-
tions in drill taugbr by the scbools. As
'IrHi- GAZETTE bas once before remarked,
military men are extremely conservative,
and tbe most extreme conservative in
matters of drill is an old soldier-one
wbo bas served witb tbe regular force.
We donît like tbe new way of doing
tbings, and we are apt to be at variance
witb tbe younger generation of instruc-
tors. Major Lydon must not take this as
referring to bim only, for the majority of
city regiments in every part of Canada bave
serjeant-majors or adjutants soldiers of the
older scbool. Good reliable men tbey are.
too. If would be better if we had more
of tbem. Wbat tbey lose in being too
conservative tbey more than make up in
practical knowledge tbey bave gained
from long experience.

Third-The last and most important

reason is tbat tbe Adjutant General's
office practically recognises tbese arm-y
orders, for copies of these orders were
sent to ail officérs commanding districts
and commandants of scbools of instruc-
tion by the Adjutant-General's office. If
iwere not intended that tbey sbould be

followed by the coimmanders of districts
and scbools of instruction, wby were they
sent out ? As we stated in our last issue,
it would be better if the D.A.A.G. would
republisb tbese orders for general infor-
mation in the Militia General Orders.
For one cause or another, the Mihitia
General Orders are not seen by tbe ma-
jority of- the officers, as they do not uow
go direct to tbose interested.

A TOURNAMENT FOR MONTREAL.

N 0W that the drill season is abotut over
'vbv sbould flot the city corps putt
their hcads together and get ttp homle

displaNv as a Nvind-îîp for the seasons wîirk
Have a small totîrnament. If not on such
a grand scale as the Toronto one, bave ()ne
that wil] give the men in the différent corps
an idea of w bat it is like. There ctîuld î)e
a good display by îeams frtuu the district
alone. Let îtvo or three teamns from eacb
corp~s go in for bayonet exercise, pbvsical
drill, etc., and bave the (LA. gî\e a tlisphav
ini big gun drill, while the 1Fîeld liatterv and
ltissars cotîld also add thecir p)art t(i th'e dis-
play. t is a mnatter that shouid command
the carnest attention of the différ-ent corps.
Stîch meetings lielp to keep the reginents

togrether-, as the\- draw men to the ranks, w hile
at the saine limie a coturse of instruction such
as Nv(ild hav e t be gone tbrough wotîld
grive the ii-en a better knoNviedge as lii the
handling of arrns thian can be imiparted at
the ordinarv drills. Apart ffrom the experi-
ence tbev xiould gain, it w ouid also smnarten
theun tîp. \Iontreal, in the malter (of holdi-
ing ber own in totîrnamients and sttch like,
is far and away bebind anv tof tbe îîher dis-
tricts. Tbis cannot 13e laid altogetber at the
door of tbe men, for there are plenty of tbemi
,wbo would only be tîo w illing to take ad-
vanlta<'e of stîch instruction. Thbe fatlt]lies,
10 a grear extent, with the officers for nit
taki ng the lead Tbet e is ample accommiio-
dation at the nortb end of the drill sbed for
tbe erection of a gvminasitîmn. We had ex-
pected b bhave seen some move made bere
by this time, but, like everything cisc, it bas
been laid aside, and tbe chances are that
notbing m-ore will 13e heard abouît iltiuntil it
is 1(10 late for any work 10o be donc this sea-
Soi]3. We hope 10 sec ere long Stoule step.s
taken bv tbe officers for tbe futrlbrance oîf
stîcb a display as Nvould flot only l)C of ini-
terest to tbe genera ptublic, btt wîitîd 1 e of
lastîng 1enehit to tbose taking part.


