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About six months after ¢ The Swallow™ had
sailed with her freight of compelled or yoluntary
exiles, Sir LRobert was spproachicg Flolliot’s
Gronve, to visil 1S 0wner. During t:imt. interva!
the debauvched and infuteated conlormust, had
even increased the riotous extravagances of Lis
living. e was pillaged by his servants, made
a teol of by his ucguaintance, aud gulled on the
turf and ar the gaming lable. In shprt, from
tus improvidesi and reckless habits, Ing licentious-
pess and constant state of inebriety, he was a
kiad of founiain—an impure one, to be sure—
from which for every one to draw, according tc
his circumstances and capahility., Nor was there
living one who took suflicient interest i him to
be at the trouble of endeavoring to slacken or
restrain his career of critne and folly.

He was proceeding along the avente, when
he was hailed, from the adjoining hedge, by the
girl before named as Ally Higgius, and who was
mdeed, as Bryan Gaven had expressed i, a
bouncing, showy girl, wnh.u line person, good
features and a rich complexion.

Ally, unfortusately for hersell, tad been rear-
ed by a widowed aunt, who, as she neared the
botiom of life’s hill, became wo wueh altached
o' wiiskey und tobacee. Isducaiion was il
crime against the vile laws at thet dark period ;
and the hiousehold duties in lier aunt’s cabm, tho’
she was. now and then, constrained to do some
out-ol-door work, were 100 swmail to oveupy the

irl’s e, so that the sceds of vanity and self- |

will, largely sown in her disposition, hud ampie
time and opportumty to extead, and overtop
whatever good ones might b‘:’ seattered there.—
She was deprived also, by toose same vile laws,
of the blessed restraint imposed by attention to
Ler religioas duties, which has always been so
salutary a check 16 vice, among those m her
rank ]u'lrlicu‘.arly, who are unrestrained by the

fear of losmng caste and olhe_r ;{(lvcllﬁ'tIOKlS
checks, that might curb those in the higher
sphere,

{nstead of the prohibited place of worship, as
she grew up, she became a repular attendant at
fairs, markets, and wakes, and soon learued to
despise the warnings and :!dncu n['. her agcd re-
lative, whose example tallied «o litthe with her
precepts, aad whose own failings, uohappily,
came so often undec observation.  As she ad-
vanced 1o womanhood, oo, she ascertainzd, o!
course, the fact that she was good lookiug, and
contracted, as a natural consequence, that relish
for dress and decoration so ruinaus to yeung
ferales in her clees.  In shore she was a prey
peculiarly marked out for the
Iy she bartered her innocence
the elder Flolliot’s gold.

Inmediately after Arthur’s departure, she bad
beea installed into the comwmand ol Flolliot’s
Greove and the houscheld, as she had been, for
some time previowly of its awner. .

¢ [ have been driven to this,” sad Tfolliot, to
his friend Baker, one day in the mausion, after
she had assumed the reies of government there,
“hy ihe wveverent C'HI(]H“L.G:‘ that infatuated
boy, who hus whown regard, i his folly, ne!ll:.er
to Mimsell nae (o e, the wmost apxions of- fa-
Yot, forall thes eedutituluess, would 1
pot i bue ihe Gtle of s mother?

WPl worhd must undesstand and appreciae
yorr Inzhesrases 5 at Joast, tire maoeai and re-
Recting portioe of which is, ol course, ‘:\Il
you caiv e said “ But

and vepulation lor

thers.

.
Y

the atioruey, drily.

Tilt G ik entrhasis e
take care, Uil be added, wib emphagis ;

& women when they unce get authority, are as
hard o be shaken sut of it us a veteran bailiff
owl of his coption, Besides, you kuow well,
they ave sometines more uncertain than the ver-
dict of a jury; whenit's not all of the mzli sort,
particuiarly, good looking and ignovant girls of
the lower class, and when they are visited "by
lavish }'mzng,’ fellaws, like Sir l‘yoberl. and Cornet
Beaumont, and have to deal with ao ald mao—
excuse e, Bil, bul you are getling fust o
¢ the sere cnd yellow leaf’

Sir Robert, baving approached the hedge, be-
gan to fling out some coarse l:md licentious Jests,
in allusion to uer position, which she, fallen crea-
ture {hat she was, rather provoked thau repelled ;
and b was in the act of handing her down from
the hedge, that they might walllr together, when

_ Ffolliot appeared at the opposite bedge. . \Vhe,n
the latter saw who was with Ally, (he attorney’s
" words-flashed strongly on s mind ;. and, after
" eybing, the conformust maligoantly for a moment
_he said, addressing Ally, in 2 ton€ -of wrath,—
««How dare you, baggage, be seen:by any vi-
sitor at the Grove 7 [n - to your housewifery at
. onte: .

spoiler § and recdi- |

!
[
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“How dare I, 15 it, Misth
rejoined, indignaatly. ¢ T suppose you'll ke lookiy’
us up wan o' those days.

“If you're not iustantly in, 1 shall leave you
locked up for a month.

“1 dare you, you purse-proud naiger,! smd
the girl, who was vaturally of a violent teinper,
knew well the character of him she had to dedl
with, and was euraged by the contemnptuous man-
ner in which she was treated before Sir Robert
“Tdare you—1 dare you, she repeated, with
vehemence. .

% Pao, Mr. Flolliot, interrupted Sir Robert,
“you shorld not be so hard on poar Ally for
speaking to me, us she und [ are old acyuaint-
ances.’

“Ay, and will be agin whin the ould skin-
flint 13 dead and rotten 5 lock me up! I dely um
to lay a wet finger onine;® and the girl stamp-
ed passionately,

1 shail cool you on bread and water, as well
ax by confinement, for this insolence, you low-
lived baggage,? said Flolliot, turning pale with
rage.

¢ Low lived baggage,’ screamed the girl, the
violence of her temper excited to an usgovern-
able pitch, her eyes flashing fiercely, and her
haad=ome fextures distorted with excess of nas-
sion—*low lived baggage !
good blood in my vews as your ould grandmo-
ther Pegsh Liuukin, ar your grandluther Lieem ;
an’ if | was as mane ay the dirt, who'd have any-
thing o do with you, barrin® vume outcast aslow
as yoursell; and who'd care you wor hanged to-
morrow barrin for your money? An’if you
wor itsel’, you wouldo’t be the first of the fa-
mily that spded a market—{ow lived bagaage!
Dhud you uver hear of one Jim Larkin 2 eh, 3ill
Frolliot, did you? She :oucluded, sereaming
miore shrilly, and advancing closer (o lim, while
her hands closed and opened alternately, with
an apparent inclination to be fustened ia his
face.

FfollioU’s countenance alternaied fiom its pale
bue alinost to blackness, at this lart allusion to a
maternal granduncle, wha had heen doomed o
an exalted end for haring exbibited, on many oc-
casions, an overstrong partiality for tuking charge
of other meu’s cattle, without consulting ther
owners. But before be could speak Sir Robert
interfered, keeping down, by some exertion, his
bursting laughter.

# Ally,” he said,* you must not be so violent ;
you must forgive Fhliot and ke frends with
him again, as you were always good natured, 1
kunow.?

“ Friends with him that called me a low lived
baggage,’ she resumned with alinost as wuch ve-
Lemence as before; ** and he'll lock me up, and
hell keep ine on bread and wather. [Friends
with him! Never while wy head is bot. Dut
I tell him to his teeth that I’} ait and dhvink the
best in Fiollict’s Grove, whiie I’m i it, and ap-
pear, tou, whin any wan comes there that 1 tike.
No, she continued, after a moment’s pause,
¢TIl mever ait a bit o’ the ould naiger’s bread
agin, as long as I’ alive, nor stay another hour
undber his roof.’

Under the impulsc of this couception, she
sprang forward towards the house, doubtless
with the intention, at the moment, of putting it
inlo execution.

“To youy visit 1 owe 1lis pieasanl scene,
which you, no doubt, enjoy so much, Sir Ro-
bert, said Flolliot, after she had disappeared.

« Not at ali, Tiolliol, You oweit to your

ovrn nonsensical jealousy and vielwace.  Why,
unti! pow, | always thought you loo good na-
waesd a fellow, 1o shut up so fine a flower as
Ally i Flofliors Grave, {o regals wo eye but
your owa.
T ¢ Sir Bouert, il vour visit s oa business, e
soaner we duspateh itthe better § i it 1s uot, we
peed waste no more words,”? retorted Froilior,
with angry bilternese, for he had completely
last, far the time, afl bis usnal pradenuiad contro!
and regard Lo consequences.

¢ Why, Tigliint, arve you mad to-tiay, or do
you forget to wiom you speak? rejoized the
conlormist, i wn cqual angry tone, ¢ Cin your-
self and your vrull not have a scolding titt, with-
out your mperlinest humors being exiended to
your superiors £

A violent altereation now ensued betwren the
well matched pair, inthe course of which no
measured terms of reviling and reproacl were
used on either side, Low-hved swindling extor-
tioner, and drunken usprincipled debauchee were
among the complimentary expressions frequently.
bandied from one to-the other 5 and they partes
with mutual threats of ‘revenge—and speedy re-
venge vowed and iméuded_.. I -

Fiolliot returned . to bis house, where Ally

‘Higgmws was busily employed in packing up her
wardrobe. The' time spentin this'occupation

had, howerer, given her'leisure to become some-
what: cooler and, valmer ;. and, as she looked
around at (ke rich furniture and dresses se com-
pletely at her disposal, she -began to half repent
that sbe bad aliowed the violence of her temper

er Ffolliot 7 she

Maybe [ haven’t as |

so completely to overmaster all prudence.—
Still, however, she calculated that, by spinning
out the time in her arrangements, before she
would have all ready lor her departure, the spe-
cies of infatuation with winch be seemed lo re-.
gari bew, would wdace him {0 make overlures

tor a reconciliation, notwithstanding ali her ill

langwage to luim.  And she calculated truly 5 for

Laving stolen on tiptoe twice or thrice, Lo the

door of her apartinent, and taken a peep through

key bole and crevice, at her occupation, he made

the expected overture; and, after some nme

spent in esplanations and feigied objections on

Ally’s part, the reconciliation was effected at the

expense, to Iolliot, of a new dress and some

trinklets that Lad belonged to his wile.

Sir Robert had set out for Ffolliots Grove,
with far otber intentiors than of quarrelling with
its proprietor.  In fuct his espences had become
so extravagantly lavish that though the possessor
of between two and three thousund a year, like
the man in the fable, whose hen laid a golden
egg daily, be became impatient of waiting for
the vegular laying of the eggsin the shape of
rents, which truth to say, were nol very punc-
tually handed over to lum, and came to the de-
termination ef having all the gold at once, by
i selling the property, or at least a large portion of
it. Indeed, within the space ol the two yuars
doring which the property wasin s hands, be-
sides having expended as much of e rental ay
was delivered to him, he bad contrived to bor-
row from Ffolliot six thousand pounds, and {rom
Baker three, on various mortgages, so that, as
those worthies began t¢ refuse advancing any
more, with lus habits, u sale of at leust a portion
of the property became aimost unavorlable ; and
i was to arrange with Ffollioz on this subject
be had left the Lall that morning. The scene
before described, and the consequent altereation
hed, however, completely reversed his inten-
tion.

“ No, by ———, he exclaimed to himself] us
be turned his back to Fiolhiot’s Grove after tie
altercation, * the insolent Jew of an upstart
shall never own an acre of it. I will go forth-
with to Baker and give hun the preference. Aye,
be shall have it 2 thousand pounds under, as bad
as be is, he has some pretentions to be a gentle-
man. It he won’t doit, I must have the sale
advertised, tho’ I wou'd rather avoid that. Any
way the low extortioner shall never write himself s
owner of a sod of it.?

The conformist found Baker, as usual, spec-
tacled and deeply immersed in papers, parch-
menis and statutes.  When Sir Robert detailed
to bim the recent scene at I'fofliot’s Grove, and
his own object in going there, the attorney ob-
served, in reference to the first subject, seem-
ing to be in no hurry to approach the latter to-
pic, “I should “have hardly expected that 13ill
would allow himself to be hurried-so far by pas-
sion, as to use such words 1o you, Sir RRobert ;
at the same time that I wust say, that you dash-
ing youny fellows, should refrain from approach-
ing the preserves of an infatuated, love-sick boy
like my friend Flolliot.

“ Well, at all events, lie has shown the cloven
foot, and debarred himself from ever being the
possessor of ar ucre of the Lyuch estate. What
do you say to the purchase, Balker? I have
come to give the preference, even at a loss.”

The attorney shrugged his shoulders, and ob-
served thal it was not easy to come at money,
those days.

# Come, comsz, Baker, T know yon can get the
money, and you'd better not fose an opportunity
such as you'll never be likely to meet wilhagaiun.
Heure 15 2 sketeh of the portion of the estate |
purpose Lo dispasz of, by that clever draughts-
man Walker, with a list of the denmninations,
their eontent and present vents 5 and you see by
Fihe sketels that, even at the rate it is pow let at,
it yiehls a reutal of vwvelve hudred a yeor. The
other portion I shall retain always, as it pays
inost certainly.’

% That is, tn other words, Sir Robert,” smd
the attorney, with a grin, * you-would give us—
1 mean the purchaser—ithe skim milk, aud re-

match with Beaumont, for a hundred, comes off
on to-morrow ; but, the day after, if yow’ll drop
in and dine at the ifall we can arrange, and [
can defer writng to Grindall tilf after)

The conformist now departed 1o practice for
his shooting match the ensuing day 5 and imme-
diately after lus disappearance, Baker took some
papers fram a draswer, and glencing eagerly over
them, though he lud red theta repeatedly before,
exclaimed—* Yes, blast them, they are quite
correct. S Gerald Lynch must have been a
man of business and & sharp fellow, as it was too
clear he was one of the few Consaught gentry
that had a grant regularly earoll2d. 1le had
also the tact (curse bis shrewdness) it is equally
clear, (o get the erant made general and not
restricted ta heirs male, so that, filing issue to
the baronet, lis sister, Ly couformug, could
claim the estutes.  However, she is at present
completely hors de eombat, and liely to remain
so; and } am convinced that neither Sic Johu
sor Flolliot is aware of the enrolment of the
graul, or 1is precise form.  The whole question
15 certainly beset wath some doubl—a lotiery
but the prize would be a rich auw, if T could re-
tain those denominations or the terms 1 could
make with the debauched conformist, and ulti-
mately edge myself ju for the rest of the property
as there can be no doubt but the besotted owner
will be compelled to dispose of it also, and that
at no distant day.’

He pausecd a moment in deep rumination-—
ran over the papers again—Jastened a greedy
eye on the sketch, and resumed his soliloquy : —
“ 1t is worth the risk and [ will venture it. Once
in possession, it will nol be just so easy to un-
hinge a wan of intelligence aud loyalty like me ;
apid il T ean get the sot (o be content with the
adrance of a small portion of the purchase
money, (in additon to the three thousand he
owes me) for a year ar half a year, God knows
what might be brought before then.  Yes, 'tis 4
good though homely proverh, that says, ¢ noth-
mg veature, nothing have,” L will try it

Accordingly be rode to the Hall, the day af-
Ler the ensning one; aad its proprietsr and hin-
self entered ou the business al ooce.

“ Well, whathave you besn advised 1o lay
the purchase at 2’ asked Baker, “and remember,
Sir Rabert, that some of the portion you pro-
pose to dispose of is unproductive, and more ili-
tenanted.’

* No hedging, Baker, you know as well as ]
do that the greater part of the land designated
in the sketch I gave you, is mmong the primest
in the country, and that the proportion of moun-
tam and bog is unusually small.  So let us come
to the point at once. I have neither got nor
asked any advice as to the amount of the pur-
chase money. | have settled ail tha « for mysell.
There is a remal of twelve hundred a year,
granted that some of it is l-puni now ; and as I
wanl to drive no Jew’s bargain, but to get
money, I have fixed wpon a sum that no one, taat
knows the value of land, zculd coril at, namely,
sixteen thousand pounds, one thousaud of winch
I shall take off, as L vowed to myself you should
have it by that sum, cheaper than the ofd swind-
ler Tiolloit 5 so that Afteen thousand will ke to

ou the purchase money, out of which you may
dednet the three thousand 1 vwe you as paynent,
as your mortyages are on those lands, while
Ffolliot’s, you are aware, are on those [ am re-
tainmg to myself?

Of this sum the attoraey found it impossible to
induce the infatnated seller 1o abate a single
pound, though he renewed his oitacks for that

ot
o

purpose both before aw! alter dinger; and he |

feared to dwell on the uatnre af the grant, as e |
cauld not depend ou Sir Robert's principles, that |
be might notuse it as wenpan agninst himseli
thersalter.  Buthe ¢00viduee L ta take three
thousand paunds for the preseot, with ample se-
curity fur the paymeat of fve thausand lurtherin
six months, and the remaining Lo thousund m
three months afier. '

Tt was then amranged 1lat, though the title
deeds were to be handed over w Baker on the
paynent of the first tbree thou-and, he was not
to take actual possessien al the Jands for balf a

serve the cream for yoursell.

“ No, Baker, it won’t apply; the rent 1s il
paid only t6 me. You would soon enlarge it
and make it regular, too, so let us have no inore
! beating about the bush.
! tius visit before I would write to Attorney Grin-
: dall, in Dublin, as, if the matier suits, I will close

“interference, éxcept to perfect the necessary do-
‘cuments. I am no extortidoate higgler, and on-
1 . . B .

ly wish to close -an off-handed terms. Aye, 1
i would forfeit a round sum in your favor, if it was

; only to annoy that swindling dlog Ffolliot, that, 1

know, abomioates you as L'do a stumbling horse,
bad cards or weak brandy.’ ‘ '

“ Well, Sir F.obert, as you are so pressing, I
must think of the matter—will you atlow wme till
to-morrow; when [ can ride to the Hall and
state definitely what'[ can do.’

#'Fo-morrow ‘et me.see—uno, my shooting

T have dropped you'

Fear, as the attoreey was not niore anxious to get
‘a long day’ for the paywment of the purchase
money, than was Sir Robert for the adjustment
of his own debts; and he knew well that otber
creditors, as well as folliat, would iustantly

C twas ouce beheld in the possession of Baker.
‘the arrangement myself, without any professional :
. three (bousand pouads paid down, and security

pounce on him, il any portion of the property
When the necessary deeds were perfected, the

for the remander given, and the uttorney found
himsell master of the title-deeds of ¢all that and
those that part of the lands, &e.?

“ What a rage Fiolliot will be in,’ he ejacula-
ted to himself, ** wken he Rnds himself out-ma-
nauvered.  Sir John, though he may be some-
what annoyed, will ‘think less about it, but the
iterloping money-lender will praceed: at once to
extremittes, unless the conformist wliot keeps s
own secrels for a' few montls, until tie may be

better prepared.’

No. 18,

And he was right, for had Flolliol the shghtest
inkling of the negociation between Sir Roher*
and himself, he would have instantly commenced
law proceedings on the mortgages. But he had
no suspteion of such negociation.  So fur from
it, indeed, that when his passion bad cooled down
after the altercation, and caleulatmg prudence
resumed her sway, he made the most abject apn-
logies for bis unwonted and intemperate warmth,
Nay, to such length Jid he proceed with his con-
cession, that he voluntanly offered the conformist
an additional thousand as a loun, whien was, of
course, readily accepted,

Both wanmuvrers were, however, fated to
come speedily o an understambing, by the wo-
tunely fate of theirsote wled vietsn—ea tute which
the wenerality of the district attributed to 2
Jndgment from heaven lor Lis wautold and strik-
ing offences, and which few—very few indeed —
regretted.

CHAIMTER XXXVL

Early in the Spring after his si-ter and cousin,
witly their companions, had departed trom their
native land, and searcely three wmonths after he
bad made the sale o Baker, Sir Robert Lynch
was pursiing the [px, mounted on a noble, but
fiery and intractable nuuter. The day was wet
aud, before mounting, he had swallowed a con-
sderable quantity of braudy, so that, between
the excitement of the liquor and tue exercise,
before the chase praceeded far, seronded by his
herce and powerful steed, e rade mare like the
wild bunter of German superstition than a man ol
mortal mould.

Walls and hedges and trenches were swept
across, as 1if with a bird’s flight. But the ground
was . perfect swamp and, powertul as was the
actioy, and tmmense the eudarance of the
snimal, bis powers were over-tasked. Towarids
the rlose of the ehane, which had oeen o most
exciting one, a high and heavy gute intervened
between the hounds, which had just hrought
the viclim to a stand, and Sir Robert, wi b (be
few other sportsmen that had kept near bim, —
The latter had procecded 10 search some fucile
spot for their wearied horses o prss the walt,—
Bat he dashed lis own, without an istant’s
pause, at the gute ital. The twed animal, for
the first time during the day, baulked, as of for a
warning ; but a shout of dersion rung, or se cmed
to ring in the doomedd rider’s ears, aml, digging
deep the spurs, whiels i heen wnrequired all
through the chase, the wsfortunts wiiinal
bounded alofi 5 but 115 exbavsted strengih, and
the softners of the ground it rose from, rendered
it unable to clear the gate, and, with The fearful
scream ullered by a horse in mortal agony, it
was impaled on the gate, while its rider was flung
on litx head agaiost a large and jagged rock, at
somme yards distance. e was dead moaninaang,
without having liad tme to pray, in word or
thought, to his oflen znd so grieviously offended
Creator.

His wake and interment were stiking ilustra-
tions of the times and character of the confor-
mist himself.  Descended from alang line of
ancestif, and, but a few hours belore proprietor
of thousands of neh acres, with his residence
abounding 10 all pecessarios, it was searcely with
common decency the rites ol * laying out’ the
corpse were performed.  Monrner, there was
none winonyg the debaucled household.  Oa the
contrary, immediately after the body lad  been
borne into the hall, a scene of pillage and deun-
kenness und uwproar commenced, in striking and
fearful contrast with the =ilent dend.  Money,
trinkets, appatel—every article, that could be
compressed into a small enmpass, was grasped at
and battled for. The cellar was, of rourse,
entered, aud wine and brandy flows:d vbaut like
streams after summer rains,

Bryun Gavin and Rose Scanlan, (onee bofore
alluded to in tiose pages) bath a astate o) balfl
intoxicalion, were in the act of sculline for a
ring, which th- deceased (the damsel isisted)
had promised to give her, whea Mr. Gordon,
for the first tine since he lad come 5 prevent
the Juel, entered those walls, contammnated for
many months by every species of vice and folly.
He was uccompanied by his curate and Aaroa
Andrews, whom ke had called upon for that pur-
pose, and, with them, ke procecded to aflix seals
to the doors and presses, to prevent further
spoliation, as well a3 to give orders respecting
the funeral. ¢ ‘Chis scene Mr. Dixon,’ said the
rector solemnly, ¢ affords melancholy aad stiiking
proof how litile accession of real strength there
15 L0 us in conversion, unless it arise fromn convie-
tion, and through uvaworldly motives.’

« Aye, but the disrespect paid to-the remains
of a godless simmer, reared, too, in the lap of
idolatory, cannot surely, sir, be adduced'as a rea-
son for the toleration of-that creed, from which,
doubtless, sprung all bis vices and crimes ; and
from the professors of which, I have, reason to
know, can be expected nothing but deceit and
treachery ; the curite added: with-bitter empha-
ses, as the dreoching and loss of ns horee, at the
beach near Kilglass, rose to his mind, ™ -
© “ What bears most on iy miud, yer reverence



