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help him violate them, makes an innocent man
become 8 party fo such preshyter's crime; ¥om
A ORIMB IT Is, 8pringing from what motives it
may, and it is penishable as such if the Bishop
thinks it best to enforce the law.—Living
Church.

DPATH OF THE LATE BISHOP OF
LAHORE.

The death, from sunstroke, at Muscat, of the
Right Rev. Thbmas Vulpy French, D.D,, late
Bishop of Lahore, is snnounced, Dr. French
went to Muscat in the early part of this year
with & view of conducting independent mis-
gionary operations in tho interior, Bat death
has pupervened, and has thus ended a career of
gingular usefnlness. The story of his mission-
ary labors in the East was told naot long ago in
fitting words by Sir James Lyall, the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of the Punjab, Dr. French

entered at University College, Oxford, of which
ho was a soholar, and gradrated B.A, (first class
Lit. Hum ) in 1846, In 1843 he was Latin
Essayiat, and in the same yesr was eleoted &
Fellow of his College, a position he retained
until 1853. He was ordained doacon by the
Bichop of Ripon in 1848, and priest by the
Bisbop of Licbfield in 1849, and, being & man of
private means and good eonnections, the road
to an honorable and profitable oareer at home
was open and ousy before him, He preferred,
howovor, the hard life of & missinary in Iodia ;
and, going out io the Eastin 1850, he estab-
lished the Church Mission College at Agra,
Oune noble incident in his career there must be
recalled. Dauring the Matiny the Koglish at
Agra were shut up in the fort, bat the aative
Chrigtians were rofused leave to enter for
refuge. Mr. Valpy French thereupon declared
that he would go outsido the fort and perish
with the natives, and was proceeding to carry
his threat into oxcomtion when the order was
reveraed, and the natives were afforded the pro-
tection of the fort. In 1862, with Dr, Robert
Bruce, now & missionary in Persia, he founded
& mission station at Dera Ismail Khan, on the
Punjub frontier. laving accomplished the
pioncer work, he returned to England in 1863,
and early the following yeur he accepted the
inoumbency of St. Paul's, Cheltvnham, After
five yours of devoted ministerial labor he
rejoined the Society and was sent out to Liahore
to estublish the Divinity College, He stayed
at Lahore for five years, and then roturned to
England. Once again his active work in the
forelgn field was olosed, but, a8 events turned
out, only for a time, In March, 1874, he so.
oepted the vicurage of Erith, Kont. His stay
horo was very brief, In the tullowing year he
roturned to bhis University town as reotor of
St. Bbbe's. In 1877 the See of Labore was
foundod, and when the time cameo for a8 nomi
nation to be made Mr, Valpy French was by
universal consent acknowledged to be the right
man for the post. He was™consocorated first
Bishop of Lnhore in Westminster Abbey on St
Thomss' Day, December 21, 1877, his Taiver
sity about tho same time conferring upon him
the degroo of D.D. His work as Bishop was
signolly ueeful, and the inflaence he gained
over the patives was very remarkable. He
retired in 1387, He was & most accomplished
linguist, and was known amongst the natives as
“{he Seven-tongued Man of Lahore” on ac-
count of the mumber of native dialects with
which he was familiar. Although others gave
his work upstinted praise, he himself, with
charaoteristic modesty, disclaimed the glory of
any suocess, and urged that the efforts of him-
self and the missionaries oalled for deepest con-
trition, humilistion, and gennine heartfelt
oonfession.

Bishop Frenoh's active interest in missionary
work did not cease on his retirement from the

See of Liahore, for he resumed work as a simple

missionary on his own account, April, 1888,
found him in Armenia, Later on he came to
England, and was one of the Bishops at the
consecration of Bishops Hodges and Tacker in
Lambeth Parish Churoh, in April, 1830.

Early in the present year he again set out
for the Eist, this time going to Muscat, where
he proposed to labor alone amongst bigoted
Moslems, Bat, says the Record, God has called
him to a higher service, and almost simal
taneounsly with the arrival of a letter from him.
self, giving particulars of his plans, the news is
flashed aoross the telegraph wire that he has
passed away to his rest.—CAurch Review,

THE BISHOP OF WOROXSTER AND
DISSENT.

(From the John Buil.)

In conformity with what seems to be grow-
ing oustom, the New Bishop of Woroester, on
the ocoasion of his formal assumption of the
duties of his See, has received an address of

‘congratulation snd welcome’ from & number
of local Dissenting Ministers., If thoss who
presented the address had regarded it simply aa
& means of conveying to s distingui-hed man,
on the ocoasion of his advancement to & post of
honour, the noighbourly greetings of his fellow-
townsmen, we should have found in the inci-
dent no subjeot for comment. Bat the addross
wag presented to Dr, Perowne in his pablic and
offloinl character as Bishop of Worcester,
Those also who addressed him did so expressly
in their public and official character as the
leaders of various Dissenting denominations
within the limits of his Diocese. This bein
the case the matter assumes quite & different
aspeot, and we feel ourselves entitled to express
the opinion that snything more ocuriously
illogical or blindly inconsistent counld hardly be
conceived,

For oouvsider, first, who the Bishop is, A
Bishop of Worcester is the chief Ropresentative,
in the Diocese of Worcester, of the Catholio
Churoh of Christ. In him resides the anthority
of that Divine Society which claims exclusive
spiritnal jorisdiotion over ali Christians, Every
soul in Worocester, without exception, owes law-
fol obedience to two individuals; in things
Temporal, to the Qaeen; in things Spiritual,
to the Bishop, Suppose that certain of the
Q1een’s subjects in Woroester wore to repudiate
their alieginnce to the Qaeen, and to set up &
number of little Republios of their o.n ; but
were nevertholess to seize the opportanity of
Her Msjesty's visiting the City of Worcester to
oome forward and offer her an address of ‘con-
gratulation and weloome,) What should we
think of that proceeding ? Yet it wonld be the
precise analogue in the temporal sphere of what
the Iissenting Ministers have jast been doing
in the apiritaal,

A Bishop is the Chief Pastor of souls in his
diocese. Obedience to him is not & matter of
each man's choice or taste, He represents the
Divine Head of the Church. Every baptised
Christian is & member of the flock committed
to hizs care, The Bishop -has a Divine Com-
mission to rule and to govern, He is the sole
fountain of all authority to dispose the pure
Word and Sacraments to the Christian people
living within the bounds of his jarisdiotion.
And what is Dissent, but the formal negation
of all this? The very existence of Dissent is
the repudiation of the Bishop’s ofice and autho.
rity. How is it consistenteither with common
senseé or with pincerity for the Worcester
Disgentors to *weloome’ and ‘congratnlate’ ap
official whose offive they contemn by the very
faot of their being Dissenters ¢ If as Dissenters
they honestly believe him to represent a false
principle and to put forward false olaims, how
oan they welcome him to Worcester ? If their
weloome to bim as Bishop of Woracester is

genuine, how oan they refuse to accept him as

' their legitimate Pastor ? To be logical or con-

sistent, they must receive him as that, or not
receive him at all,

But inconsistency does not necessarily imply
any lack of shrewdness. Baoause a course of
action may be supremely illogioal, it does not
follow that it is aimless. And when we turn to
the terma in which the address was drawn up,
we think we can see method of a very definite
kind in this effasively sentimental demonstra-
tion of Dissenting. friendliness towards Dr,
Perowne, One principal " object in view, we
take it, was to wedge'in sideways & claim on
behalf of the sects to be treated as ‘churches’
The devount aspiration for ‘unity of spirit be.
tween the churches' nalvely takes for granted the
very point which the Church herself is bound,
on pain of self-stultification, to deny utterly,
Under cover of an address of Christian weloome,
the attempt is made to evsnare the Bishop into
sn admission that each of the Dissenting bodies
is as much a ‘'church’ as that over which he
himself bears rule: in other words that the
Church is only one out of many oo-ordinate
seots, That is what the Dissenters want
Churohmen to acknowledge, and seek by taunnts
of ‘anchsaritableness and bigotry’ to goad them
into asknowledging,

For Churchmen to do this wuuld, we need
bardly eay, be equally uncandid and suoidal :
uncandid, beosuse it would involve a sacrifice of
the Soriptural truth that there is and-oan be no
other Church save that one which rests on no
mere human fonndation ; suicidal, beoause if the
Churoch is only one ont of many sects, her claim
to the aliegiance of menis gone, She descends
to the level of a mere voluntary association,
She exchanges the stafus of a Kingdom for that
of a clab. It is of less importance that, in this

g | oase, too, her title to continne in the exolusive

enjoyment of her existing endowments woald
be materially weakened. The pions Christians
by whose munificence these endowments were
provided never dreamed of their being used to
support a system that confessed itself seotarian,
or that acknowledged iteelf to be on & par with
organizations of man's devising.

The Bishop of Woroester's reply, if we could
trust the reports of it that appeared, would in~
dioate that Dr. Perowne is prepared to accept
the role asrigned to him by the anthors of the
address. Wo feel bound to assume, however,
that the meaning of his words has been alto-
gether distorted. We prefer not to believe that
a Bishop conld have referred to ‘differences of
polity’ as things comparatively unimportant, or
that he shomld have expressed a longing for
intercommunion between the Protestant
Churches'—the Church of England being one of
them, We wonld rather think thaf these un-
worthy sentiments have besen put into the
Bishop's mouth by some malisious or ill-inform-
ed person, In the absence of an suthentio
account of what be did eay, it is easy to oonjec:
ture that it must certsinly have been to the
following affect: —That he thanked his neigh-
boura for their expressions of personal goodwiil;
that, as their spiritual Father, he could not ba:
grieve over the unhappy schisms, existing
among his flock ; that it was his daty fo
remind them of.the sinfnlness of forsaking the
Apostles’ Fellowship in & spirit of wilfalness
and self pleasing ; and that he earnestly invited
them to olaim those privileges of Charch
membership to which, a8 baptised Caristians,
they were entitled, though they might hitherto
have despised them,

It seems tG us that some such apt and timely
words as these would quite naturally be em-
ployed, under the cironmstances we have
indicated, by & faithful and disoreet Bishop—a
oategory in whioh we of conrse desire to include
Dr, Perowne,
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