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For the Church.
THE DYING CHRISTIAN.
Fromthe French of Alphonse de Lamartiné.
1.

Hark ! 'tis the solemn knell of death that sounds

With measured clang. What pious erowd surrounds

My dying form? And why that funeral strain—

The toreh-light pale ? Ts this thy voice, O Death,

That strikes my ear at last ?>—1 gasp for breath |
Now yawns the opening tomb !

II.

Ob thou! redeeming spark of fire divine !
Dweller immortal in this earth,—be thine
The care! dispel these terrors |—death is near
To free thee ! part my soul—throw off thy chain—
Lay by this load of misery’and pain l—
Is this the death I fear ?

IIT1.

Yes, fleeting time has ceased my hours to mete ! 3

Refulgent messengers from Heaven's high seat

Celestial—whither fly ye? to what land

Of new delight ?—T float, I float on glowing waves |

The heavens expand ! see burst the yawning graves !
Earth glides away—a distant land !

1V,

But hark | 'tis human wail and groans I hear—

And sighs break forth upon my list'ning ear !

What ! fellow exiles, do ye mourn my fate?

You weep 1"already from the sacred cup

Oblivion 1 have drained! my soul mounts up,
And enters at the heavenly gate!

Bellewille, 11th Dec., 1838.
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PASSING THOUGHTS.

BY CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH.

No. xvi.
THE HOUR-GLASS.
The perfection to which our modern mechanics have
carried the art of watch and clock making, with the abun-
dance and comparative cheapness of those usefal auxiliaries,
has rendered the simple and once popular hour-glass quite a
rarity among us. Perhaps its scarceness is one recommenda-
tion; for our proud, impatient spirits, ever athirst for some-
thing new and strange, spurn at what is abundant and com-
mon. One of my earliest recollections leads me to the mo-
dest dwelling of a worthy old spinster, who followed the em.
ployment of a bonnet-maker, occasionally repairing and re-
modelling chintz dresses, of fabric too valuable to be thrown
away, and of fashion too antique to suit the then modern taste.
I remember her, a tali, spare figure, seated in fashion as up-
right as the high back of her wooden chair, and exercising
despotie rule over two young damsels, apprenticed to learn
the mystery of her calling. A well-boarded floor, strewed
with dry yellow sand, a small square bit of carpet, laid pre-
cisely in front of the white hearth-stone, a little round table
placed before the mistress, and just within aravs length of
the girls, and a demure tabby cat, purring on a low three-
legged stool—these are all the particulars that I can avouch
for at this distance of time, save and except an hour.glass
of capacious dimensions, standing on the broad ledge of an
old fashioned casement, near the left hand of its owner, who,
with quick, carefal glance, failed not to detect the last sand,
in the act of escaping, and to reverse, in the twinkling of an
eye, the silent monitor. I was, even atan infantine age,
somewhat given to thought ; and happy was the day to me,
when I could obtain leave to go and ask our civil neighbour
for a few snippings of her many coloured materials, to eke
out the wardrobe of a twopenny doll. She was no loser by
it, for I was often permitted to carry a basket of fruit, or
choice vegetables, from our spacious garden, to regale the old
lady ; and I took care so to time my visits, as to ensure be-
ing present at that adroit and interesting operation, the turn-
ing of her hour-glass.
Many years have passed sinceth en,
Many changes have I seen ;
and, feom this early recollection being fdeeply impressed, I
cannot now cast my eyes on an old-fashioned hour-glass, but
it becomes identified with that of the good sempstress. I seem
to view it through the long chequered vista that lies between
me and the scenes of careless childhood ; and as a rapid
glance scans that intervening space, the hour-glass becomes
a memento more touching than any classical association
eould render it.

There is surely something more suitable to the stealthy
lapse of time, in the noiseless and almost imperceptible fall
of the sands, than in the ticking of chronometers, more prac-
tieally useful. The deepening vacancy above, the rising
heap beneath, ard the falling away, from time to time, of
that miniature mountain which gathers below,—all have a
meaning. T observe that the sand in the upper division of
the glass, running from the centre, often leaves a hollow, pro-
ducing deception as to the quantity actually subtracted. Cling-
ing yet to the sides, it makes the vacancy look less; just as
we love to deceive ourselves agto the proportion of our num-
bered days that has escaped. The pyramidical appearance
of the sand below, as the last particles that fall produce an
eminence, until, displaced by following grains, they sink
into the common level : this vividly represents the undue im-
portance assumed by events while yet very recent ; although,
while dwelling on their magnitude, we well know that, dis.
placed by other things, they will soon be mingled with the
ecommon mass of recollections. It were easy to moralize at
great length on the subject ; but I would rather spiritualize,
and read the lesson in its highest, holiest sense, “So teach
us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom.” ‘The days remaining to us we cannot number, for
we know not but that our very last sand is escaping while
we try to eompute; but the days that are gone—O, what a
testimony do they bear against us! We may have applied
our time and faculties to the acquirement of wisdom, aceor.
ding to the general sense of the word among men ; but our
hearts—our most secret desires and ardent affections—how
far have they been centred in the wisdom that is from above,
and in ““Christ, the wisdom of God 7 An honest answer
to this question, would send the greater number of us to the
throne of grace, with the confession that we still have o be
taught this application of heart to the purposes designed by
our heavenly Father. Solomon trod the whole round of car-

nal and intellectual enjoyments, having his fill of all wis-
dom ; yet how late in his long and prosperous life did he sit
Gown to write ‘ vanity of vanities” upon it all, and apply his
heart to the God from whom, through the abuse of his abun-
dant gifts, the favored king had so deeply revolted! Let me
number the days that are gone, and seeing how God has hi-
therto been robbed by me, let me strive to redeem the few
that may still remain.

ANECDOTES RESPECTING THE BIBLE.

There are a few anecdotes relating to the publication of
the ficst authorised translation of the Bible, which are well
worth recording, as demonstrative of the temper in which
our ancestors received the blessing, and the nse they made of
it. A command was issued that every church should be pro-
vided with one of these folio bibles. It was done ; but the
anxiety of the people, of such as could, to read the precious
volume, and of such as could not, to handle and turn over
the pages of that book, which they had been in the habit of

great, that it was found necessary to chain them for security
to thedesks. 1n a country church I have seen the very bible,
and the very chain preserved as relics, which, three hundred
years ago, attested the popular feeling on this subject. But
so deeply rooted were the old prejudices of the governing au-
thorities, that it was four years after the Bible was placed in
the churches, before the King could be persuaded to revoke
the decrees which forbade his subjects to have it in their pri-
vate possession. At last they were graciously permitted, by
royal license, to purchase bibles for their own reading at
home. Then it was that every body who could efford it,
bought a copy of the Scriptures : such as could not buy the
whole, purchased detached passages. A cart-loud of hay was
known to be given for a few chapters of St. Paul’s Epistles.
And many there were, who having learned to read in their
old age, that they might have the pleasure of poring over the
written word, and reading with their own eyes the wonder-
ful things of God, exclaimed with the Prophet, * Thy words
were found, and I did eat them ; and thy word was unto me
the joy and the rejoicing of my heart.” The crosses and public
Places often presented the moving sight of men, women and
children, crowding round a reader who was rehearsing the
songs of Zion, and the prophecies of the seers of Israel, or
the tender discourses of the Redeemer of mankind.

One poor man, named John Marbeck, was so desirous of
making himself the"master of a bible, that he determined to
write one out, because he had not money enough to buy one ;
and when he had accomplished that laborious task, he set
about the still more trying toil of making a Concordance.

“ They would hide the forbidden treasure under the floors
of their houses,” says Mr. Blunt in his admirable ¢ Sketch of
the Reformation,’ which every body should read, ‘“and put
their lives in peril, rather than forego the book they desired ;
they would sit up all night, their doors being shut for fear of
surprise, reading, or hearing others read, the Word of God;
they would bury themselves in the woods, and there converse
with it in solitude ; they would tend their herds in the fields,
and still steal an hour for drinking in the good tidings of great
joy.”

? Such being the avidity with which the Scriptures were
cherished, let the reader imagine the consternation which
overwhelmed the pious of this country, when the capricious
Henry reversed his former decrees in favour of biblical learn-
ing, and threatened his people with imprisonment, confisca-
tion, and fire, if any below the privileged classes should pre-
sume to search the Scriptures. This terrible stretch of royal
prerogative was confirmed by Act of Parliament in 1543 —
and it seemed like a seal of human folly and infatuation,
forced upon a tyrant king and a subservient senate, to refute
future calumnies against Protestantism, and to be handed
down to posterity as proof, that the Reformation was car-
ried on, not by the cold mechanism of state politics, but by
the fervent zeal and undaunted devotion of holy men, in spite
of kings and parliaments. OQur Protestant forefathers would
have been crushed, and their names and their labours clean
forgotten, if the will of their temporal and spiritual rulers
could have been accomplished, This proclamation of 1543
set forth that “ No books were to be printed about religion
without the King’s consent ; none might read the scripture in
any open assembly, or expound it, but he who was licensed
by the king or his ordinary, Every nobleman or gentleman
might cause the Bible to be read to him in or about his house.
Every merchant, who was a house-keeper, might also read it,
but no woman, nor artificers, apprentices, journeymen, ser-,
ving-men under the degree of yeomen, and no husbandman,
nor labourer, might read it,”

Such were the struggles of Protestantism ! Nearly two
hundred years after Wickliffe’s translation first appeared,
even after the authorised version was published and freely
circulated, the king, who is falsely described by our oppo-
nents as the nursing father of our faith, strove, by every
means with which absolute power invested him, to stifle the
infant religion, which he is said to have engendered, |
There is a curious document still in existence, which shews
what was felt by the humble and lowly Christians of that
day, who were thought too degraded in intellect to be per-
mitted to read in the Bible. Itis in the form of & note, made
by a shepherd in the spare leaf of a book, ‘which he bought
after the passing of the act above referred 0 :— At Oxford,
price 14d. When I kept Mr. Letymer’s, I bought this
book, when the Testament was abrogated, that shepherds
might not read it. I pray God amend that olindness, Writ
by Robert Williams, keeping sheep upon Seynbury Hill,
1546.”—(‘* Our Protestant Forefathers,” by W. S, Gilly,
D.D.)

EXCELLENCE OF THE PRAYER BOOK,
Every member of the Church of England possesses in the
Book of Common Prayer, a safeguard against error of doc-
trine ; a guide to Christian knowledge, which will avail him
at home as well as at Church; a manual of Private as wel]
as public devotion. And observe here the advantage which
they who cannot read derive from the constant repetition of
the same service every Sabbath-day, It ig by that very re.
petition, that the unlearned are taught to pray; it is thus
that they learn prayers by art, and are enabled both to take
their part in the public worship of God, and also to address
him “secretly in their chamber i” it is thus, (if at all,) that
““line upon line, precept upon precepl,” of Christian duty, is
instilled into their minds. Instances of this important result
are constantly witnessed by every parochial minister. The
following is strongly impressed on my recollection. On my
first visit toa woman in the work-house, who was bedridden,
and of a great age, I read two or three prayers from a col-

regarding as a thing of mystery and prohibition, was uol

[ me. She listened with attention, and devoutly said, Amen.
But, when I took up the Prayer Book, and began to read the
| general confession, nothing could exeeed the satisfaction
( which she shewed; she repeated every sentence with me,
| from memory, with a loud voice, and continued to do the
|same, in several other prayers, which I added from the Li-
turgy. “Ah! (she said, when I had finished,) these are the
prayers I love : they are what I learnt by hearing them sc
often at church ; for ’m no scholar, T was never taught to
read ; they are the prayers which have served me all my life;
they are my comfort, while I lie on this bed.” [ can add,
| with great truth, that this “comfort did not fail her to the
|last.” She died a few months ago. There is no reason why
I'should conceal her name, and the mention of it will give
additional interest to the fact, in the minds of some of my
readers. It was Susan Cook,— Rev. Sir H, Oakley’s Ad.
dress to his Parishioners,

The Garner,

‘ GOOD WORKS,

Good Works are in no respect, in the covenant of grace,
{the condition of requiring a right to justification and salva-
|tion: they are not such a condition, either in whole or in
!pnrt; in that quality they are not necessary. Nay, in that
‘quality they are insupportable. This is a truth, and a truth
izportant in the highest degree, which has always been ac-
knowledged and advanced by all the orthodox ; but which
has not always been sufficiently urged and sufficiently im-
proved, when the opportunity offered. All this, however,
does not hinder good works from being in the covenant of
grace a real condition, and a condition absolutely necessary.
But it is a condition parallel to that which obliges a beloved
child to render to his father, to the utmost of his power, a re-
spectful and filial obedience,—an obedience not forced nor
peevish, but paid with alacrity, and having no mixture in it
of any thing servile or mercenary. ‘Works, then, are a con-
dition of homage and acknowledgment, in the same sense
and with the same restriction as an annual rent, with which
a landed estate is charged, is a condition that a donee must
fulfil in order to retain legitimately that which he possesses by
the sole liberality of the donor, and which he has not previ-
ously merited by his services.—Ch. Nande de Pere.

PRAYER,

Prayer draws all the Christian graces into its focus ; itdraws
charity, followed by her lovely train, her forbearance with
faults, her forgiveness of injuries, her pity for errors, her
compassion for want, [t draws repentance, with her holy
sorrows, her pious resolutions, her self-distrust ; it attracts
faith, with her elevated eye—nhope, with her grasped anchor
—beneficence, with her own hand—zeal, looking far and
wide to serve—humility, with introverted eye, looking at
home. Prayer, by quickening these graces in the heart,
warms them into life, fits them for service, and dismisses
each to its appropriate practice. Cordial prayer is mental
virtue : Christian virtue is spiritual action : the mould into
which genuine prayer casts the soul is not effaced by the sus
pension of the act, but retains some touches of the impres
sion till the act is repeated.— Mrs. Hannah More.

CONVERSION,

There is a certain period in the life of every sincere chris
tian, at which he becomes the subject of an inward change,
the effect of the power of God. It began perhaps in fear : it
was attended with faint resolutions to amend ; and then, by
various steps, it ended in a cordial application to Christ; and
an unreserved self dedication to God. Yet all this, perhaps,
took place by imperceptible degrees. When the morning suc.
ceeds the night, light and darkness are blended in continually
different proportions, so that we cannot say when night is
ended and day begins.— Rev, Henry Martyn,

CIVIL OBEDIENCE.

If the powers on earth command anything contrary to the
express command of God, we are no ways to give a like obe-
dience, for ii is better to obey God than man; but we must
give passive obedience and suffer, for it is better to suffer than
sin, and if we suffer for righteousness’ sake happy are we.—
But in no ways are we to resist ; resistance is absolutely for-
bidden, and that upon pain of condemnation ; and thuseven
when the powers were tyrannical in passing many oppres
sive acts; yea, when they were heathenish and idolatrous,

they were anti-christian, giving out many severe edicts, per.
secuting Christians, and all who called upon the name of Je-
sus ; this was Paul's Gospel. Such who now teach that
Christian magistrates may be resisted, let them consider whe-
ther they be not preaching another Gospel than Paul taught,
and what is the doom of such.—Arehbishop Leighton.
FEMALE CHARACTERS OF SCRIPTURE.

We cannot but be peculiarly struck with the natural and
appropriate, as well as beautiful delineation of female cha-
racter in Scripture. No point is overcharged—no virtue ex-

in the year 1546, brought down to Seynbury, by John Darly, f

aggerated. The portrait is the more affecting, because it is
so like. It is the gentle, tender, and feeling woman whom
we meet with in real life ; and though the sublime situations
in which she is placed, as well as the language and imagery
| of Scripture, invest the heroine of the Bible with a peculiar
( charm, she is not so highly raised above ordinary circum-
I stances as not to provoke our sympathy, and invite our imita-
[tion. On this account the illustrations of the sacred volume
are of the highest value. The female Christian who is fa-
miliar with them needs few other models, Besides the chaste-
ness and simplicity which characterise these examples, there
is a detail about them which is not only graphically true, but
practically instructive. It is not merely by their prophetic
visions or inspired songs that we are made acquainted with
the female worthies of the ancient church ; weconverse with
them in their homes ; we see them in the discharge of family
and social functions ; and we find in general, that those who
vere the most highly honored by divine favor were the most
blameless and amiable, according to our ideas of female ex-
cellence.— Mrs. John Sandford,

Avbertisements.

JUST PUBLISHED

ND for sale at the Star Office, and at Messrs, Graveley

and Jackson’s Cobourg; at the stores of Messrs, R. Stan-
ton, and H. Rowsell, Toronto; and of Mr. J. Macfarlane,
Kingston.

{Price 3d. each, or 2s. 6d. per dozen,)

A Senmox preached in St. Peter’s Church, Cobourg, on oc.
casion of the Generar Fasr, on the 14th Decomber instant,
and published by request of several members of the congre-.
gation of that Church,——

———

lection, recently published, which I happened to bave with |

By the Rev. A. N. Beraung, Rector of Cobourg.
29-—4w.

commanding many ungodly and profane things ; yea, when |

LANDS FOR SALE,
Qi the most reasonable terms, with Long Credit.

OTTAWA DISTRICT.

Townshin. Comcession. Lots. No. of Aeres.
Plantagenet ......4th.........S. half 11 00
Bthilii i@l niii. ienes 200 ......300
Alfbedisaasic we oBthuscennnes and 8uvervevanssans 400
Gth.....e.0s S, half 1 sennreenenea]00 1000a 500
JOUNSTOWN DISTRICT.
Township.  Coneession. Lots, No. of Acres.
Elmsley ............ ISl 15,"18"..% cesennea 400
......... ! 0:200 ......
Edwardsburg ...... (1 6 and 27 5400 .oa0s 400
Hlontague,......... i AN 8,. +.200
Xongeyt i isisy,, . TEh B 19 ... +..200
/arlborough, ...... . B R HBIFD,. . covsath 1007°%...0 500
MIDLAND DISTRICT.
Township. Concession, Lots. No. of Acres.
Poriland,....,ce0000s Kl b | foak TRl Rl 200
b RYErey, 7,9, W. 10,...500
1L L TSR B N R 200
14th.. 4o 7,12, W. § 5, ...500...... 1400
Pittsburg............ IR, . 16,17,18,19,20...1000
1 W i (o 180......1180

NEWCASTLE DISTRICT.
Township.  Concession. Lots. No. of Aores.
Cramahe,............ 200
Hamilton............

Cartwright,

20d.5 s 5, 14, 20
o M 17, s.4 21, N.424
AW v it 1, 6, 13, N. half 5, B. half 18
S. half 15.
Oth esaiassial;, 8, 5,6, 12, 18,
14, 17, 22
oL L 23, N. half 20
Tehis s 15, N. half 21
Ol e S. half 15
14th ...... soally 12,180 00000niesnnsns 500
NIAGARA DISTRICT.
Township.  Concession. Lot. No. of Aeres.
Gainsboro'............ D7 . By snieiesias bosd <
LONDON DISTRICT.
Township.  Concession. Lots.
Walsingham.........
Dorchester, .........
Southwold, .........
Aldborough,
Western Div.
Oxford,

Western Diy.

Particulars as to terms, &ec., may be learnsd on application
to the subscriber, at Toronto.
JAMES M. STRACHAN.
Toronto, 8th October, 183R. 18 3m

EDUCATION.

THE Rev. H, Caswarr, M. A. Master of the District

School in the healthy and delightful town of Brockville,
is prepared 1o receive into his family a limited number of
Young Gentlemen as Pupils. The course of study embracee
Greek, Latin, Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and the
usual English branches. Having been engaged for several
years as a Professor in a Theological School, Mr. C. would
be happy to give instructions in Hebrew and other branches
of Sacred Literature to pupils desirous of preparing for Holy
Orders.

The Terms are Thirty Pounds for Board and Tuition du-
ring the Academical year. Every pupil is expected to be
supplied with a bed aund bedding, silver spoon, and towels.

Leiters addressed, (post paid,) as above, will meet with
prompt attention. The most satisfactory references can be
given, if required. 18—tf

WANTS A SITUATION AS GOVERNESS,
A YOUNG LADY accustomed to tuition, who under-
takes to teach Italian, French, Music, Dancing, the use
of the Globes, and the othor general branches of education.
She would prefer the charge of children from eight totwelve
years of age. Application (post.paid) to the Editor of * The
Church?, will be forwarded and attended to. 2l—dw.

TO LET
AND immediate possession given, A NEAT COTTAGE
within the limits of Cobourg, containing a kitchen, two
sitting-rooms, four bed.rooms, &c,—with an acre of ground
and stabling attached.  Application may be made at the
Star office.

Cobourg, November 19th. 1838, 23—4w

CHAMPION, BROTHERS & 0O.
TORONTO,
Importers of Hardware, &e¢. &c.

HAVE on hand a general and well assorted Stock of Shelf
Goods suitable to the country trade, which they will sel}

Wholesale for CASH, ur approved three months Paper, at
their usual low prices, They have also a large Stock of

CHAMPION'S WARRANTED CAST STEEL AXES,

made at the Factory originally built by the late Harvey
Shepard, and afterwards occupied by John Armstrong. As
Shepard’s and Armstrong’s Axes have been decidedly pre-
ferred before any others in the Province, it is only necessary
to state that Champion’s are made by the same workmen
and from the very best material, to insure for them the same
continued preference.

C. B. & Co. aro agents for the sale (to-the Trade) of
Joseph Van Norman’s well known Castings, a large Stoek
of which they have always on hand, consisting of

Cooking Stoves,
Six Plate do.
Parlour  do.
Sugar Kettles, Pot Ash Coolers, &, &e. &e.
Toronto, July, 1838, 7.

The Church
‘ ‘ J ILL forthe present be published at the Star Office,
Cobourg, every Saturday,
TERMS.

To Subscribers residentin the immediate neighborhood
ofthe placeof publication, Tex SHILLINGS perannum. To
Subscribersreceiving their papers by mail, Firreex Sgrr.
LINGS perannum,posiageincluded. Payment is expected
yearly, or atleast halfyearly in advance,

No subscription received for less than six taonths; nor the
naver discontinued to any subscriber untilarrearages are paid
unless at the optiox. 3¢ the Publisher,




