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THE STORY OF A LOOKING-GLASS.

To-day, as I was turning over the papers inan old desk, to
find a copy of my prize poem {subject, Pugaa apud Taladis
cam auper commissa) wherewith to geatify the eyes of Alfred,
my cldest, who is at home for the holidays, the first thing
which 1 beheld was the newspaper containing the accouut of
Tom Arklow's death., ¢ The Battle of Talavera ™ was forgot-
ten in a motnent. My first cmotion was a sharp and bitter
pane of regret for the loss of the truest-hearted (riend in the
world: the second feeling, an indefinite idea that 1 was now
released from a strange obligation.  Putting my hands over
my face, amd resting my elbows on the faded green baian of
the desk, I sat quite silent for several minutes, The thonghts
which had hovered abent in my beadn cotlected  themselves,
and took shape and substance. Swddendy the whole truth
tlashod upon me in a connected forng, and 1 remembered that
I had solvmnly promised to keep the Ollowing querr story a
profound seeret, tiil the chief actor in it pour Tom himselr,
shouid bave been twenty yeass in the grave. As the news.
paper bore date, January 31, 1840, T am now at fiberty to set
on recend the Story of a Looking-

If 1 use the first person instead of the third, it will seem
mare like Tom speaking, amd it wmakes me feed younyg again
to recall his voice,

I do not know “—this was generally how he ured to begin
—t 1 do not know why I aceepted Euastace Gravdon's invita.
tion to spend the ¢ Long " with him, forhe was notin eur set|
you kuow, Charlev; but, at all events, aceept it Ldid; and
one glorions merning at the beginning of July, [ found my-
self driving up the broad read between the larchies which
Tesds to Laulden Friars,  Graydon's family were people who
had risen from prosperous bankers in the county twh o pros.
POrOus squires on the county sesstons benvhi s clever, workdly,
practical peopt ., with od chance of 4 baronowy in the
next genvration, amd not a sorap of rowatice in thelr comypo-
sition.  Fustace Graydon, of St Carades’s, was the oniy son
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I

grown up: Philip, his brother, wasa mere child, His woman-
Kind, as ealied them, consisted of five sisters, for ¢ they

were seven at Lanhlen Friars,

T enjoyed wysell exceodingy during the cacly part of my
visit.  The house was g ther iy plensant one to ftay ag.
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that I conbd 4% believe 16 was pussod T the s place,
AT iust it was time o retire, and [ owithde-w tomy new
gleeping-apartimant,  Fustaor came with me, to shiew me iy
way : staved a few minntes, cramblingat the stupidity of the
rew comers; and thers wished me goad-night, T eatfora fow
mintes before the fire, secing alt kinds of whime-ioal shapos
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and figures in its glowing caverns, and then bepan slowly to
undrerz. ] took off wmy cont, and put on my dressingegown ;

but thoueh tired when in the drawingz-roow, 1 now {1t no in-
chination to sleep, and was snddenly scized with a desine to
finish a volume of 4d Mortality which T had comnencal,
The book was, 1 kuew, on the table, and I resolved to go down
stairs qaivtly and get it. Half an hour's reading in boed bad be.
core a habit with me, put on my cont againg and opened
my chamber-door.  The house was so still) that T hesitated,
and thonght I wonld turn Lack, lest the country puests should
get frighwened if they heard footsteps erieping stealthily
along the corridors,  The temptation to know how the skir-
mish at Dramrcleg terminated, however, wos too strong to
be resisted, amd I setout,  Asis usual on such oceasions, the
stuirs seemed fo prate of my whercaboots ) every board on
which I trod creaked, and every door-handle jarred which |
turned, Ireached the library, bowever, which was just under-
neath; secured my prize, closed the deor, awd set off on my
homeward journey. Thongh T had beon ghewn the way 8o re-
cently by Eustace, I contrived to migg it and to my great
surprize, a5 [ Inid my hand on the door of the reom which |
convidered my own, I hicard voices, In a moment [ perceived
my mistake—T had turned down the 'wrong passage, and was
ou the eve of entering the butler's room. Congratulating my-
sclf on baving been saved from a clumay blunder, I turned

away, but not beforo a sentence or two of the conversation
going on in the reom caught my ear. The words were com-
won enough, and might bear fifty coustructions—* £ hope he
will not see it Just in that vacant state of mind in which we
catch at everything, I immediately fancied that the wonds
referred. to me,  Thrusting aside the iden as silly, I went
back, locked my door, stirved the fire, aud began to ex.
amine the objects round me, The room itself was of a curious,
old-fashioned shape, though the farniture, like that in the
rest of the house, was modern,  There were two divisions and
two fireplaces in the apartment, and o space where one wotithl
have exjpected folding-deors.  In the larger of the two divi-
sions, raised a step higher than the other, stood the bed and
all the appliances of a comfortable chamber. In the lower
and smaller division there was a bath, a toilet-table, and on
that table a looking-glass, 1 have said the appointments of
the room were medern; but 1 must make an exeeption in
regard to this glass, as the carved-work and shape of it were
both of a date at least twenty years antetdor to everything
vlse,

# 1 was in capital health, and am—as you know, Charley —
the last man {n the world te be morbid or fancifud, but yet 1
was conscious to myself of a feeling of indetinite drend, the
like of which [ acverexporienced before, and the like of which,
thank Heaven, T have never expericneed since,

# 1 undreszed slowly, and got into bed, but just then recol-
lected my novel, which the mysterious sensation evoked by
the examination of wmy sleeping-npartment had quite driven
out of my head. 1 got out of bed, aud took the book off a
chair on which T had aid i, Just as 1 was retarning, it oc-
curred to me that 1 should require a table to put my camlle-
stick on, 1 locked rennd for one which conld by moved
without notse. The most suitable ccemed o light rosewosod
one in the second division of the room, To oget it [ omust
needs puss the table on which stood the antiqae looking-glass
L wention the < mstance, beatse Towas conscious to my-
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cDawoke next morging I¥img onoa conch, on which § hasd
- Bt very fortunately an early riser,
Bauit wokr tiie, even aflee that pight at soven. Thongh |

dired not sianoe into the tooin w ClonRing-gins s stossd,

ovntrived o daress tay<dt and o appesr at the broakfast.
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Per day passed ol as the obd days W Wl
relicved, soon alfter breakdast, of the prescnos of the ineubns
and Lis iy 5 and things went onons Uiey haed done before the
atiaral visit, I rode, fiched, taiked, played chioss, jast us fui-
nerly. Butadl the Guee T owis dooking forwaet to the night
with feebines of dread soarosly to be fmagined ) and faneying
tie hostes moved with an fnoredible swiftuess, o the even-
fas, the Bimdy wore adl bu the drawiniz-room, and thy convers
sation tirned ot the book we bad o reading, 0L Morzadity,
aned thence passed, naturadly cnough to the sabject of the
author of Waverbey's most striking claractzristics, sl wpe-
cially to Bis evident belicf in sapernatuml appearatcd.
Nothing new was said tpon the subjent by any of the party ;
Mro Graydon took the inerdulous bine, and talked alout
dyspepsing Mra, Graydion had the same view, snd yot con-
fesserl to a weakuess in savour of onie ghost who had appeared
to an uncle of hers, The rectar wag silent nntil appeaded to,
andd then professid himself unable to get over Col. Gardiner
and Dr. Donne. 0ld Killpack want to sleep #oon after the
subject bogan s but the young ladies, though they had ob-
served throughout the dindogne o dizerect silenee, wore cares
ful to go ont of the rosm together after wi.-e.hin‘g us gooid-
night.,  Eastace joined in the conversation now and then in
woearcless way, hut expressed no positive opinion.  As for me,
I took up a took, and professed myself too absorbed in it to
kpeak, while, alas! all the while 1 was listening to every
comton-place gentenee with straining ears, and showering
blessings on every gpeaker whose remarks ocoapied any time,
for my dread of the night increased with every minnte the
clock ticked sway, At laxt the butler ertered with the farge
prayet-book. Wi knelt down while the rector read prayers,
and then wished ench other goodenight, The family re-
tirel.  After a quarter of an hour of sheer wsony, I nerved
myrelf to seek my chamber.  Just as T was lenving the room,
Enatace entered, BT
“Alone) he eald Dand Wis voice bad quife lost the loguid
drawl that o generslly adopted—talone, Arkiow; that is
just what I wanted, - Sit down-hore.. The servants nre gony, -
and we shall be nninterrupted, 1 must talk very earestly : ,

B passed

but before T ask you the question which I am about to it
let me implore you to speak s if 1 was an entire estmnl iy
and tell me the whole trath, thinking nothing about Npl\rki'x r:
the feeling of others, and exciting senndal,  Since: yoy «,m“‘:
down this morning, I have watched you with the fflom,'stlo]“
servation, and 1 have seett enough to vonvinee me that w{:-
never passed a day wherein the interchange of comman, u;\ii'“l
tivs was wore painful, and yet (vontrndiction, as it xiv('uns.-
never found hours go on so perversely quick, The L‘Nph"»'-«im)
of your conntenance this vvening whilst they talkey ulmut‘ u..l.

apparitions of the yuseen world, assured me 1 have nog beey

wrong.  You saw somcthing lnst night Inthat room over .,
library 7 o
O hus addressed, IU was Tmpossible to refuse (o explain, |

nareated as briclly as 1 was able the fuct which yvay have
hened. When T had tinisied, he vose, beft the toon for o
minutes, returned, sat awhile silent, then spokye ;

“¢ You have told me exactly wlitt T expectad to hoge, 1 jo
die to you now to tell all the additiona! pacticulnes with
which 1 am acquainted,  Before my fathee bought thiy e
it was the property of o fatmily called Vandeleur . Thoy wep,
Reman Catholies, and traced their pedigrec, withont g flgy
to the reign of the third Richard, Sic Phalip, the Inst bagogof
left one daughter, Hester.  She was, repocf snys, o beantify)
exceedingly i and as the heiress of the Brgest estatos iy iy
conuty, had many suitors. Amongst them wWere two brothers
by name Frauk aud Heebert Wavewood, Hector loved 3.
bert, the younger and handsomer, T beliove shi wak nx pag.
eastic as she was lovely, and that at seme Lall she mad.
Feank's plain fuee and stoopime qatt the sabject of Lor Wit
Sensitive and morbidiy jealons, he resalved on atbling m,:
wonum who had despixed him, and w@ifted his other wigy
the prize he bimself so coveted, Batin onber to canry out ki
i:l;\u_ B edissembled, Nt :U!’:-x,!iﬂ;{ to coneenl hix awn pason
fe as=nmed a wandy, generons tone, saving that oge iy
weoerthier than he had won the helvess™ hand, and that ).
must now be hee Gither, and not bet nsbaud, The welding.
vy vame, Herbort and fester wore marsiod, Lo those tinge.
wedding-tonrs were pot constderad neerssary, and a e
cent banguret and ball were to celvbrate tie ovent, The soets
weoere leginning ¢ cmble, and the daihe was dn her ooy
with her bridesinadd< oot walting-womn
ated sated at hier toiletetable, ddeely A servant o
inte the room, breathless, and tdung deraeld at
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The Hon, Jaurs Spxan, Senator of Canada, says; 5 um
patisficd the Nutritions Comdiment is a good food for Hores,
and [ know of nothing equal ta it when the oljeet ixtogt up
the condition of the animal as rapidly ns possitde, Ask your
Druggist for a 25 cent pekage o fry af, or wend o the
Montreal Depot, 22, St Frangols Navier 8t for i fee

which will be delivered free for $100 to sny part af annda.”
s

Haow suaxsren we qunvno nr —Alinost all disorders of the
human body are distinetly to be traced to fmpure Mood, The
purification of thiat finirl iy the tirst =lep towards haalth, The
Idinn Medicioe widiely known s the Groat Shoshoyeed
Remedy and Pills commend themselves to the attention of
all gufferers, - No mistake can be-made in their administra-
tion, 1o Serofula, Bronchitis, Indigestion, Confirmed Trys-
pepsin, Liver and Lung Complaints, Rhenmatism, &e, &e,
the most beneficial effects’ bave been and always mnst be
obtained from the whelesome power excrted by this Lndisn
Medicine over the system, - Persnng wlhiose lives have been
restored 10 ense, strength and perfect health by the Great
Shoshonecs - Remedy: and Pills, nfter fruitless trinl of the

whole pharmacopain of physic, attest this fact. 5-22 ¢




