T AT e T

8 THE BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL.

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA

COMMERCIAL JOURNAL

IssUED EvERY Tuesbay AT \Vicronia, B. C,

SUBSCRIPTION - - $2.00 PER YEAR,

Advertising Rates on Application.

D, M. CARLEY Emron,
L. G. HENDERSON - . BUSINESS MANAGER,
Office~No. 77 Johaston Street,

VICTORIA, yTUESDAY, SEPT. 29, 111

THE SEPTEMBEI REVIEW,

The immense exports of wheat to Europe
tell the story of increasing business
throughout Canada, and, concurreatly, of
the iucreasing power of the whole country
to buy, The same can be said of the Uni-
ted States. In July and August, the ex.
ports of ilour and wheat from that country
equalled 30,653,620 bushels, against 16,816,
785 bushels during the same months last
year, an increase of over 136 per cent. The
shipments for this month, it is expected,
will amount to nearly 5,000,000 per week.
Even Australia shipped 3,200,000 bushels of
wheat to Eugland, last week, and India is
shipping an cextraordinary surplus to the
coutinent. ‘These big exports explain the
comparative case of the European market
and the check on the heavy advance in
America. .

Coming ncarer home, it is pleasing to
note that money is comparatively easy and
in good demiaund. The banks respond
readily to all reasonable calls, aud com.
mercial paper isabundant. ‘The volume of
trade, for the month, in most lines, has
been up to geuneral expectation, while
rates remain quite firm, and, asthereis no
danger of inflation caused by speculation,
it is believed a slight relaxation may occur,

The movement of merchandise to the in.
terior, where country merchants arestock-
ing up snd cnjoying an ordinarily fair
trade is an indication of the belief in a
good scason's business

The lumber trade has improved, and the
same may be said of trade in grocerics,
boots and shocs, leather, dry goods, wool.
lens and hardware. Everything consid.
cred, British Columbia has good reasous
to feel satisfied for the present and san-
guine of the future.

PROVINCIAY. EXHIRITIONS.

The great fair at New Westminster has
concluded. and the onc at Victeria is now
in progress. With regard to the New
Westminster exhibition, we may say that
too much credit cannot be given to all
concerned for the manner in which the
affair was carricdout. Never before in the
history of the Province lias she had such
an advertisctuent of the wealth and va-
riety of her resources, and the beneficial
results which may arise therefrom cannot
be fully appreciated nor cstimated a3 pre-
sent. Even the forcor which control the
weather seemed to be interested in the
succens of the exhibition, and hundreds of

visitors were amazed that such a climate
prevailed in any eountry in high latitudes.

If there was one display that attracted
wore particular attention than another it
was the exhibit of native fruit. In this
connection it sbould be remarked that
there are only a few districts in the Do
minion in which fruit-growing can be re-
garded in the light of a profitalle indus.
try. Nova Scotia has exported small
amouuts of fruit In the nast, but not sufli.
cient to be spoken of as a matter of com-
mercial linportance, Fruit-growing must
eventually become a source of great reve-
nue to this Province, and the people of
New  Westminster have certainly con-
tributed their share towards the encout-
agenient of this industry. The people of
the East must have fruit, and casy means
of transportation provided by our great
national transcontinental line will make
fruit-growing in this Province decidedly
profitable in future.

Another interestine feature of the New
Westminster exhibition was the unique
display of native woods by local sawmill
companies. Our people have always cone
tended that the wood to be found in this
Province was better adapted than that
growing: in any other partof the Dominion
for manafacturing and finishing purposes,
and this sact was emphasized at the fair.
Best of all, we have an almost inexhaust:
ible supply of these woods, and the time
is not far distant when they will be in
great demand in the east. The exhibits
of agricultural products and live stock are
also spoken of in the highest terms.

Taking it altogether, as we said before,
thic New Westminster exhibition has been
a pronounced success. Tne exhibits, both
a% to quantity and varicty. were a credit
to British Columbia. The mauagement
are so pleased with the outcome that they
are determined to excel in future, if pos-
sible, the success achieved this year.

The result of the Victoria exhibition is
no longer in doubt ; in fact it is quite evi-
dent that ita measure of success will be
far beyond any previous calcuintion. There
is ovly onc condition to reckon with, and
that is the weather. Already the cityis
crowded with visitors, who have come to
sce the first genu:ine attempt of the island
people to produce somecthing worthy
the name of an industrial exhibition. Few
who have not watched closely the prepar-
tions can form a correct idea of the enor
mous labor involved in getting ready for
an cxhibition of this kind. Everything
had to be built from the foundation
up; and the result proves that
the work fell into good hands.
The management worked together for
the good of the exhibition from the presi-
dent down to the lowest ofticial ably sup-
ported by a wmost ellicient and hard.work.
ing sccrctary.  And the men, as has been
said of another afMair of this kind, who
have been 3o liberal of their time and
canergics have a double ratisfaction; that
of knowing that they have brought within
reach Ly many degrees the most complete
exhibition of the agricultural and indus.
trini resources of the province cver
attempted, and of knowing that their
splendid services are already, and will be
cven more generously yet, appreciated by
the public. The exhibition building is
a rcally good one. It is mostcommodious

and well appointed, and may be described
as being an imposiong structure. Tt com-
mands a magniilcent site ard could not be
better located, all things considered, for
the reception and shipment of specimens.
It is within casy access of the wharfat
Cadboro Bay, and the tramway facllities
which have been atforded mnake it easy to
be reached by visitors from thecity. There
are 8igns of a keen but nevertheless gen
erous rivalry betwees. the cities of West-
minster and Victoria for pre eminence as
an exhibition town, and, even were not
comparisons odious, some difliculty would
undoubtedly be experienced in coming to
a decision as to which was really the best.
Not a fe'v of the exhibits that were made
at New Westminster are in course of dis-
play in this c¢ity, and doubtless, when the
awards are made, some of the decisions
willbe reversed, and that without in any
way reflecting upon the judgment of the
geutlenien who are  respousible for
them. Oregon, Washington, the Main-
Jand and the ncighboring islands
on the Pacific coast have all
been 1aid under tribute for Victoria's dis.
play which is emphatically a splendid one.
The more such exhititions there are the
better. Competition is said to be the life
of trade, and con.petition in the direction
of naterial advancement greatly aids in
the attainment of substantial and satis
factory progress.

TurIrish newspapers are beginning to
glow with enthusiasm over the promised
benefits to the port of Queenstown from
the development of the trade of Japan
and the Iast, via thc Canadian route.
** Trade,” says the Irish Tines, ** will soon
take advantage of the freshk and marvel-
lous opportunity.”

“ \We take the information and figures,”
aaid Mr. Dickey, *“we have now before us,
and blame Sir Hector for not beingsa well
acquainted with the facts as we are now.”
This is a generous view of it to take, says
the Manitohia Free Press, and if it could be
entirely dissociated from the least suspi-
cion of partisan feeling it would be in the
highest degree creditable to the member
for Cumberland. Bat was it is not Sir
Hector’s duty to be as well acequainted
with all the circumstances relating to the
administration of his department as the
publicarenow? And if he were, how can
be be excused or defended in the light of
all that has taken place ¢ It is well to be
¥cenerous s but sometimes it is necessary
first to be just.

Tie Australians, according to a con-
temporary. are the greatest tea drinkers
in the civilized world. Next comes Brit-
ain, whore the per capita consumption of
tea is 44 1bs. to less than one pound of cof-
fee. Coffec drinkera have the lead on the
continent of Europe, Russia alone ex-
cepted. The United States follows the
lead of France in the national taste for
coffee as weil as fashions, HYut in Canada
the consumption is two lbs of tea perhead
to less than ouc 1b. of coffee. Thus it will
be scen that the cup which Cowper sang
50 sweetly holds ita place pre-eminently in
the affections of Britons the world over.
Tea-drinking is a hatit and, perhaps, the
tarte of it, as soinc modern medical theor-
ists mightiuakcout, is a hereditary legacy.



