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RUNNING ACCOUNTS.

Oug of tho most serious obstacles, says
the Nebraska Trade Jonrnal, in the way
of success-in retail trade is tho giving of
credit. It is the more serious because it
has come tu be recognized  as a necessity,
and the merchant has no choice in the
matter.  Some houses doing a  strictly
cash businrss are to be found, but they
are ouly the exception which proves the
rule. As the custom is fixed, all'we can
do is to try aud deal intelligontly with it.
In the first place short and complete
scttlenients should be insisted upon. In
the next place, the custome-s’ ability to
pay must be carefully considered. 1f a
business man wants credlt he is compelled
to run the gauntlets of inquisitive credit
sent to him by commercial rating agencies.
I he canunot make a satisfactory showiug
he is denied the credit.
should not the wechanic or artisan who
wants credit to the end of the week or
mouth, as the case way be, for
the necessaries of life, not be willing to
make a full statemeut of his ability to
pay before he receives credit? We have
kuown of cases where a prospective cus-
tomer has left a merchanut in high
dudgeon becausehe wasclusely questio: ed
in regard to his- affairs.  But the wer-
chant can congratulate himself on having
got rid of such a customer.
merchunt is fully advised as to the
amount and permancucy of a custowier’s
icuine, he can estimate with a tolerable
certainty the clemeut of risk that enters
i+ to the deal,

He knows if a man is ouly getting $50
per month, he cannot in safety spend
more than two-ifths of it for groceries
and provisions.  In wany  iustances
where customers have been unable to
pay their bills, the werchauts themselves
have bteen to blame. The tendency of
wost people to buy mere when they are
running an account thwu when the cash
13 paid at each purchase is proverbial
Merchinuts sometimes: take advantage of
this tendency and suffer for it in the end.
11 merchauts would be hunest with their
patrons there would be fewer defaulled
accounts  and fewer blacklisted cus-
tomers,  lu the character of the yoods
selected there is a chance fub fine dis-
crunination snd the cxercise of consider-
able. judgment.  Sonetimes  housewives
e erdoned with faculties that serve a
uenl purpote here, and sometimes they
are nol.  “The merchant should be on the
alert and stand veady to check any
extravagast tendency. I the monthly
aliowance is small; dried ins'ead of
catieed  fruitn should be selected. A
vitzs ave high, the tomark that ‘they ave
ton dear just now for table ‘wee” may be
of henetit 1o some halting  purchaser, and
viicduren is taken for coisking parposes
vstead of three ot four. By such weams

-

Why, then,

Once thet

can nccounts be kept within the ability .

of the purchaser to pay. |

Then there is the well-to-da customer, !
who urders by tolephone or sends a!
servaut, and whose wmonoy is always'
rendy when wanted.  This cluss aloue is
enough to. refute the theory that credit
is not necessary in retail busineas.  Credit
in absolutely essential in the conduct of
the business of the world, The evils
which ariso from it are from- its abuse,
and not from the syatem itsclf.

If people bought only that which they
were compelled to have and only as much
as they could pay fur at the appointed
time, surely no harm could come of it.
On the other hand, harm and hardship
could come from denying the laboring
man credit tc the end of his wage pericd,
which in only a few cases extends be-
yond the period of thirty days. In ex-
tending credit o this class, it should be
confined to such things as are absolutely
necessary for the support of the family.
Credit conducted in this way is a very
great accomodation, and frequently pre.
veuts hardship, which in its absence
would have to be endured by women and
children.

HORTICULTURE.

In a receut address Lefore the Nova
Scotia School of Horticulture, Dr. Lawacn
delivered an excellent address on horti-
culture, which he defined as a specialized
form of agriculture, less extensive in ils
scale, but more thorough in its opera-
tious, the main question being not how
shall wa increase the amount of crop over
ihe largest acreage at the least cxpendi-
ture, but rather by what means shall we
reach the highest perfectivn in quality of
produce. Huaticulture, he said, produces
things to cat, like agriculture, but the
horticulturist’ efforts are maiuly directed
to improving their quality. It is not
mere high farming, but consists of this,
combined with the application of knowl.
edge, thought and .xperience, and all
possible .appliances to secure the end in
view,

He a’s0 spoke of what was grownin the
small holdings of Holland and in the
gardens of Kemt, Eugland, fully dumon-
strating the pussibilities of enlarging the
amount of produce raised from the soil, of
improving the health of the farm popula-
tion, ‘and adding to their demestic com-
forts by & wmore varied diet of fresh
vegetables and fruita.  Commentirg «n
this, a numbcer of je-urnals urge the differ-
ent gaveramentsa to hestow an harticultare
the same attention which they have|canes,
extended to. the daity industrics.  The
Meuntreal Tivde Rericer (hwa exprosses
teel :

- The weglect of garden culture by the

.able, as thershy sources of profit are
ignored, the advantages of u more varied
and healthful dict aro put aside, snd one
 of the plensures of country life to young
and old is abandoned. The farmers’ gar-
dens in the old world are wade by skilful
cultivation to yield more per rocd than

any part of the farm, as well. as a sourco |

of delight to the family, aud to visitors.
Anacre; or half an acre, or less, given up
to a garden can be cultivated more
thoroughly than lurge areas.
necessary to get thy best results, and pro-
cesses too todious fur use on a large scale,
as thorough weeding, earthing up, use of
the best fertilizers and so on, but.the
yield of froits and vegetables from a
garden so treated is largo.

THE COST OF PRODUCTION.

A paper was read at the Nutional Fur-
niture Manufacturers’ Association, on the
cost of production, some points: from
which ure worth ‘corsidering. The writer,
M. C. Pallen, of Sheboygan, Wis., said :

“Several .lans have occarred to my
wind in regard to meeting competition.

usite upon, is for all mewbers of a combi-
nation to subscribe to an amount equal to
1 per ceut. of their capital stock and sur-
plus: on January lst, for stock in a
company to be formed for the general
good, with directors and «fficers, -elocted
as usual, the direcrors to act aleo as a
board of arbitrators.  Secu'e sume large
plant, centrally located and iu a state
whose laws are favorable. Employ several

competent. and reliable men to canvass.

such territory as scems hecessary. Wlth

this cuthit, it would seem a strong infla- -

ence wight be exerted to prevent reasvnn-

able prices, ouce established, having to-.

fall back again. It is not to be suppused
that ] would recommend the adoption of a
uniform scule of prices without sowe
provision for mecting the differeat circum-
stances under which business is conducted.

This could be armaaged Ly establishing
discrounts, to be allowed on sales § in pro-
portion ‘to the amount «of a shipment
under oune bill' of Jading. What thees

disomiuts should be could be better:

determined after ea'shlishing a standard
list of prices, but there' should be scope
to mect the different conditions of trade.
Ry allowing full freight to any and every
point «m shipments amcanting to $100
or mare, probatly the lonst complication
would arise. On shipments ameunting
to loss than £100, ome:-half the freight

the freight bills be roturned for
cnd\t within Gve days fnwm Md
gods. Due omsideration would, of
course, have 10 ha given to such am

MTARgEmCRL at the time «f ‘adjusting

roral population «f Caneda is very hament-

prioes.”

Spading- is-

The plan that seems the most feasible to.

might. he alliwed, providing, m buth:

.



