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THE MATCH IN THE CRACK.
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It 'vas a very littie inatchi-just a harînlcss picce of Nv'oo(, s0
srntili and insigniticanit tlint Harry ieliniout, front *hose pocket~ it
feu] as lie changed Isis cont to go to tuie baise-ball match, did îîot
think it worth hunting for.

IL wzisa Uvery littie inouse that crept stealthiiy out of Isis biol
that night to Iîunt for cruînbs Dis fur M'as soft and silky, and Isis
eyes brighit, but hit; teeflh 'ere sharp, so eharp that, unsuccessful iii
bsis search for crurnbs, hoe tried Lu inalze Isis supper off' a littie stick
with a roughI end wvhich ho found wedged into a crack in the floor

Thc match wvas a l.tlo match, and the inoluse a lîttle niouse, but
the fire started by that littie inatchi and 'hat little mouse swc-pt
dowvn a wvhoIe block of lîouses, despito tho almiost superbuinan
efforts of the firenien.

In the miidst of tuie confusion a cry is hetard, " A boy at the
upper %vindlo% 1" and there, far up, wvith hands outstreteL.cd for heip,
stands Harry. Tircd wvith the excitoîncut of play, tic. las slept
tlhroughl ail tho noise and tuinult, until when ho 'vakens le finds al
effort'at escape uscless. As hie Jeans froin the N%îflo% the angry
flames seim to ]cap bigbcer to, grausp their belpies victlîn. In the
crowd wbiere ail the fcsarc distincot in tlîe glare of thc lire stands
Isis mother. Shlo ]bad thonghit hini safe, and oli N viiat agony to sec
lier boye cut off fromn lier by the cruel tlines. Is theru nu hlp? In
vain ho(- stretchos forth his biands for aid; brave heurts pity him,
and long to, save him, but lie is boyond tlieir reachi. Alreadiy the
1lame.3 drive him back at intervals, as the wind sweops thein against
the wîndow; the casing itscif is blistercd, and is only kept front
bursting into a biazo by tho constant streamn of water puîcd oin it
by the untiring firecîn.

Is therc no hope, no lielp? He ]toars as tbough in a dreain a
cry tbat lias seeniod only a lowv nurînur ainid tbe confusion, su fîîr
renioved is lie froin tho crow4. In an instanit's luil contes louder
the cry, " Beach the lire-escar t , and yuu are safe." Bo is s0 .%,cak
lsis kaces shako bencath in. HUad ho(- nut butter -ive up furtber
etrort to avoid tlîe inevitablo* fate awaiting bMin if lie stays where
hie is?

9)nce moroe o ans from the wviudoiw as the streaxu of Nvater
checks the ilaine for an instant; once mnore lie womld look ont Is
niotlier's face, but as lic looks tist cry riscs louder: "Beaoch the firc-
escape sud you are safe," and thou.h holli cannot ]soat Isis nîothcr's
voice, lier pale lips siceiî to bo forniing(, tic same %vords.

Ono duterinined effort, groping bis %vay througbi the blinding
sînoke, scorchied by the Ilain'es thaàt liave already founât tlieir way
iinto the ront, alinost 3,iclding- evon nt the last, hie renouies the firc-
escape; thore, kind hiands grasp bsis, and thougb %vcak and wrctched,
wviths scars that )li vill curry to the grave of the cruel lire kindled
by the little inatch, hie is saved.

It 'vas 'only a little hariuless white roll of papier that 'vas
liandcd to Eduuund Arnold that day in tue park by une uf bsis
£riends. Others wure smoking cigaets-n bysolntlc
IL 'vas anlything but agreable a t first, and tho hecadache, for wvbich
lie iccounte-d to Isis mother by Isis long walk in the but sun, %vas ai-
inost titbearable. At, the Lime lie fully dcterininel Les Icavo cigfar-
ettes in% future to those xlîmo -vcre uscd to thînt, but the littie matchiýi
hîud fallen into the crack, and when next a cigarette wvas offered Los
binu ie %ov= nshanmed to refuse, and thougbit lie imigbt stealtbily
tlhrov part awvay before hie suffcrcd amîy ill effects froîn iL; but this
timc it Nvas muore enjoyable. He snmuokcd it aIl, aîd bsis headache
Nvas su sliglit tluat, it 'vas scarcclv ivorth noticing. Wceks passed,
and part uf the suiall salauy that. lad bcelpel lsis inother to supply
ziecesbaios for thie fainiiy ivas rescrvcd for lsis -jwn use, and lie 'as
seldoin seen Nvithout a cigarette bo-tceem Isis lips.

MontLis passcd, and bccoining inattentive to bis duties lie 'as
dischargced by bsis employer, aumd spent Isis time nt the corners of the
streut witl the conîmnonc.st kind af a cigar ils bis nioutli.

Mt home lie wvas nuL the saine beipful soit thmat bie had once
been. At Mines lie wbuld sit noodiiy in tluc cornier,suid as lie wvalk-cd
bis limbits would shake lis tbiou',,, Nvith line.

Years ]lave passcd, and ils n hospitl --ard lies Edniumîd .Arnould.
Ho is on13' ieveiitecii. lie îîîayý have lutiny ears Ôt life before Min,
but Vhîey 'vii ail bc passeci therc. Jiis diseutse ]usus been proisolinced
an incurable braiui trouble, brouglit on even nt thuis eurly age liv tlie

excessive use uf tobacco; and nuL oîuly arc bsis pooiflegs paraIyzed,
but bis intellect is %wcalened, su thant, tùîlk to Mîin as5you iiiay Or tlie
fire-e.scape, lsis brain is too inaîctiv'e to coiiulrelieiid your iîcauiuug.

IL îwas only a glass of eider, and itriparkled anîd foaied teilipt-
iîugly, but it 'vas aliiuitelu iii tie cilîck lus Joe 1fuiitiing puit it to bis

Bis inother w~hien dviiug had exmicted frontu hini a solenim pîro.
mise ilover tu touch tlie lirst glass uf liquor. 1le knew nuLt wlîy
shte 1usd illisted s0 eutrlies! ly uipom hs lis oinisilig, but it balil betil aL
check upon hini nny a time wheui luis coiupamions liait temipteil
Muin to (11111k -%vitli Vhiens.

Yes, tlue roemnbrance of the pale face over ivhich sucu a look
uf' aIigýis stolo NvIten ant Iinst lie lind lucsitsîted to give the required
promise buîd again and agaili proveil a safeguardl Lu huaii, but 310w it
'vas ouuiy a glass of eider.

"No0\ huarmn," oî boy said. " No liquor about iL"' urved tino-
ther, and lie yieided.

WTCIl huîd bsis inothuer kuuown thiat the dlry Nvood iitedlei but a
littlc niLtel and a scratch fronti tlîe tootu of ea verv little 33301150 to
start, it into a blaze. As the look of amîguisli spread over )lîeu dyping
face silo bad thouglit of oule, the rutiler of )les- boy, whlo filIed si
gfrave-a drumîkard's grave, les, hie biai lied frontî theî etliects uf
liquor, but nover ]sud site sud the sail pleas;ure ai sootlîiîugr lus d*viig
momnrts. No k'iss bil site givoul the liait Once mi deanr, so noble,
ore luis spirit took its fliglit into eterzity; nu( couuîfort hui site iii

koigtlîat lier voice liait cheeredIsils last livurs of deittli-angiuisli.
Instcad.lho lay iu an unknown grave. li Lie very hieitghît of îui
liood, inl1anwde( ta frenzy by the -wine-cîup, lue bad il uei lime life oi a
boon couipahiion, andIsils own life paid tue penualty. Is iL anv -$voi-
der bhat, as bier boy ie-sitaiteil to 3nike tU i riusZ- sho rcquirc'd. the
past of one lovcd une auid thme possible future of munoflber .ýhioiui]1
blond in une ?

IL wàas ouîly a glass of eider, but IL rouseil ta activiti- the lippu-
tite thuat liad thus far been sleeping, sud wheun mîext tle ruby glass
'vas oflèrcd liiîii lie draied iL to 'lie drcgsaud longed for more.

The liit onîce kindîcil burnil briglitcr anil brigliter, sud the
vumg hife once guardeil by the rcincîibrance of a dying, inother
;vas ia.s 3yiclding, ta tue pi less deniouî. Is thero nu blât, 'nu hope ?
'ill nu one cry,« 'Reacli thîo fire-escape anid you<i~ re salei î"

Day by day,%veck by Nveck, iionth biy inotith, year by year,
the flaie kiîîdied by tîmat match iii thie crack burued ci. Juiskeail
of the Iaimghing boy, whose kiý.ssd il i lier darkest hsuotrs càased lsis
umiothe(,r's licart-alele the boy bea<~ul1O the swgerî outh whuuso
boisterous laugu anîd coarse, jokes polluted the quiet eveIiiuî air, ais
with others, gathicred lat tlîe struet-curîier, lie passeil insîulting re-
marks upun tîai passers-by.

ils the finisse increcases iii volumei, lue swaggvcier vouth hcoine9
thme pour druinkard-not, 30w satislied %vitu Isis occas7iomial g'lass, but
tlîirsting evmu for thue liquid lire that, is cuîstiminîi luis vcr& lire. ]s
thiere nu hieli), nu hope? M'ill nu uoîe cry. " ienchi tlige iire-escape
andi voitn ar safe V"

S)e, ais the. tirelbunis miore aund liture liercelv ecdi avenue of
escape seeluas eloseil. lis pour becloudeil hiaimi is lcssatitd leekiactive.
IRopeltss- and benuiîîbvd, lic is readv to siîmk. But, banrk ' a iaurtîmur
rcaiclic.,slIis car, and ag hie listons the voice of lsis lcuui.r-for-votueuî
niotlier surehîs tlîe inurumuir tu a cry ut caruiest, lienrt.piercmu.r en-
trcatvy: "RIeacli tIme lirc-escnpe and you are sie *' 1le gi-ru ii
vain; for a mntent lue eliiigs ta thme e.ruiubling pillar ut -'miiodern.-
tlin, but theo 1ilinc touchlesotlîat fi-nil sp rtn i IL hs, naauost
biiriig hiuuu in; its ruins. ])iscouragcdl. lue scarccly cires to struire
longecr, but LIme ci-y coic-s More eanuestîr: '*Thue fr.smp-.n
it and y<on are safe ! Tremîbling mmmd wvcak, lie totters to ]lis feet.
111e chîtches nt une mmd niiothmer frail, cluarred benu> for %.upport, bunt
ecdi vios wnay nt Isis Louch, andl unlh.ss uphielil liy a Iiamul, lie secs
noL, le iould sink ta risc ia moi-e. lie renclues tilt ie-rn,,
Over iL is writtcn " Tota bitiec, anid, spurning Iithe liand tlist
is outstretchcd L, hîelp, linm lie stcîps upen Lue tii st-uetmîre.; Isis
foot slips evenithmere, ami lie falls ag-aimî. Qemir f't:tt m
lie spuni is bencatb hiinu still, and m-ises hîiimu iviin luis sîtrcigtli is
I~ but gone. Agmim ie sLceis impoli1 Lîe ladesr, thuis tite '%Vil> luis

band fint cînLspedin th le haid of luis ali-p)oiterfial Frieni nisil
tlioui-l btnriii- for lite thme sears of the ficry ordcal tlirtimuglî tvlàii,
lue lias passcdiula is.Atvel.

Trusting for hîelp ail tor strength ta, thme aliuirTlit-y arui t Iiiu
wvhu lad downi ias lite fnr hiiîî. l#, la satî di t e *tire(-tsc.-zutje of
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