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MR, McTAVISE'S PAREWELL,

& LARGE CONGREGATION AND IMPRESBSIVE
SERVICKS,

On 8abbath morning, 214 inst., Ohalmors’
Churel, Woodstook, was orowded to hear
tbe Farewosil sormon of the late Pattor of
the congregation, tho Rev. John MoTav.
ish, who his racently acecpied a oall and
will shorily be induoted to $he Pastorato of
Last Chareh, Inverness, Svolland, Many of
the Iarge assomblago pressnt weve from
other congregations and denominations in
town, all of whom, owing to the prominent
part which he hes takoen in Chureh work
hove, feel a deop interest In the removal of
Mr. MoTavish to another sphere of Iabor-
After singing, reading of Aats zx,, and ear-
nest davotional ezeroises, the reverond gen.
tloman preachied an able aud exceedingly
impressive sermon—only a brief synopms
of which is given below—from Aots xx. 82,

During the delivery of kis discourse, Mr.
MoTavish was listoned to by all with the
deepost attention and with svident emotion
by very many of hig own congregation.

ZTHE SERMON.

Acts xx, vorse 82.—~“ And now, brothren, I cowm -
mend you fo God, and to the word of His graco,
whioh 'is abla to ‘)ulld aou up,and to glvo younan
{nheritance among oll thom waich aro sancéi od.”

A fow years prior to the date of this nar.
rative, said the speaker, the Aposils Panl
came an entire strangsr o Ephiesus to hoist
the Gospel standard. Twelve men had
already been baptised with the baptism of
John ; 1.6, they were baptised as men that
looked for tha Saviour yel to appear ; they
did not know that He had already coma,
This illustratos the differonce between the
baptism of John and our baptism. Paul's
minislry at Ephesus was successful, as is
clear from the following olrcumatan eos :~—
(1) That some who oarod not for the Liord
sought to preach Him after a fushion and
work miracles in His namoe ; (2) that others
foeling thoir businesa intarests to bo endasg-
ered raised an outory against Him 5 and (8)
above all that many believed and were
saved. There novor was a sucoorstal Min.
istry that did not reccive opposition. The
world, the flesh and tho devil are sure o
fight it. This was the reason of the perse-
oution, Persons engaged in a trade or
traffic whioh will suffer by the Tenth boing
proclaimed by a featlots Muistry will as-
suredly oppose it. Hu prayed CGod shat
Ohalmers’ Chursh congregation may nover
have & Ministry that will not meet with
opposition from the world, or that the flesh
sud the devil can folerate easily, When
Paul was driven from BEphesus, no doubt
many were saying, * What & loss thisis fo
the eauge of Jesus ; how can His work go
¢n without him.” But God could get on
without Paul. Ho can get on without any
human instrament, Nevertheless ho con-
descends to honor us by nsing us as His in-
sfrumonts, And when one of thege instru.
ments is removed from one sphere to ane
other, you may be sure that there is no more
work there for him to do. It is God's will
that he is removed, Upon geing away
Paul sent for the elders of the chureh to
meeb him at Miletus and addressed them in
the words of ouriext. By the word ¥ God"”
in this passags is meant the Father, and
the * word of His grace” evidently means
the Lord Jesus Ohrist—theraby mesaning
the grand ipstrumentality by which men
are brought to the knowledge of God. In
this sense God ‘and Christ Jesus are here
spoken of as equale—an evidence of Sheist's
divinity, I don’t understand this, but then
I don't understand myself and am not sur.
prised that I osnnot understand God. The
 grace” should moxe corrootly bo rendered
“ favor”—to show that the Liord Jesus is
God's gift toman, not purchased, or deserv.
ed in any way, but purely a favor from God.
This great gift Paul commends, or places

. before his fiiends when leaving them, Not
that God was likely to forget them, but He
honors His peopls by making them remem-
beaneers to plead His own promises. Thus
was Paul honored in commending them to
God and the word of His grace.

Agsain, what did Paul wish for them ?
He wishied them to be bulit up as & house,
Every believer is a houwe for God. Nof a
finished or perfect houae, but a honse never-
theless—on a new foundation, Sin has
uade us a0 angular, so rough and oat of
shape that no wonder the world ocoasionally
points out our defects—they forget what a
tenible condition the Church bas been
bronght out of, and henoo the Apostle’s de-
site that we should be built up anew, made
perfect. God's love alone can do this, This
was what prompted the Apostle to plead
the canse of his poople before God,

Noxt, the Apostle sought fo them an
“iuberitance among them that ave sanoti-
fiad.” Aud he desired that they should be
built up and made so perfeot that they
would have the capaoily to snjoy this inhor-

¢ lazos. Bin has deprived us of our porsas.
tiok¢, Nof only wo, but we have a great

;%M of debk or sin upon us. We are noth:

Ing, and lose than nothing. Think then of
snch sin-sirioken wretohes having their sing
blottec out and being given au inheritan oo
equal with God. Aud with sush compauy
~tho sanotified, the saints in light, The
valne and pleasuro of o residence or home
depends much upon ita snrroundiags, the
kind of nelghboxs you have, "Tuink of the
surroundings, the nssosiations of God's in.
heritsnes. The Lord make us all of that
glorious company, and enable us in view of
it to keop onurselven in the foar and love of
God.

And now, my frionde, suffor me to follow
the example here set swd npply this lan.
ruage, 80 far ae it is applicabla, to onrselves
ab tho prosont time. I don’t presume to
apply it all to myself) yot I can surely say
to the offieo-bearers of tho church, take
heed to yourselves and to tho flook over
whioh the Holy Ghost hath made you over-
seors, God has given yon s golemn charge
and great responnibilities, and I hopo He
will enable you to discharge them faithial.
ly. To the congregution, I would eay, have
confidence in your office-bearers, keep near
them, and sapport them, I fear notto ap-
pesl to you, that while eonscious of my
imperfootions, I have sought to proolaim
the {ruth of God fully, openly, as I belioved
it. I have kept back nothing. I am in
this respect eloar of the blood of your souls
before God. I may have given pain to
gome j I have never meant to do so. But
I had to preach tho truth aud that
only. Indealing with customs that I con-
sider injurions to tho spread of the T:uth
and tho building up of beliovers I have of-
fonded some, but I acted eonsoientiounsly
and awm not afraid to meet them before the
Judgment Soat of Obriat, I have sought
to bring you all to the Liord Jesus. I plead
with you and { plead with God for you to
givo yourselves np more to God, Put your
trust in Hitm, I know thore are praying
people in the congregation and their pray-
ors will be heard., To those who have not
yeot given themselves to God, 1 would say,
the day is past 8o far as I am to be the in.
strument, Weare about to geparate. I
is nut hikely that we shall ever mect again
in this world. I piny Gl that 1 may not
bo o witness against you in the next, In
tha Lord’s name Iay hold at owce of the
hopo st bofore you in the Gospel. Olose
now. Ho asksnothing. We havo an all-
gufficient Saviour in Ohrist Jesus.
never leave yot, never forsake you. Ao-
oept him now. Will you not acespt this
inberitance ? I kuow that some of you have
coneidered me too strongly opposed fo ous-
toms and awsusements that prevail among
you, but bolieve me it was not because I
wished to mar your pleasure, but because
I believed them to be injurioms to yoar
spiritaal interests and the glory of God.
Aud now Leay toall, it is my earnest prayer
that God may of His abundant meroy soon
give yon a Pastor who will be mueh more
blessed in his labors than I have been. I
thank God heartily for the souls gathered
to Jesus since I came amorgst you, aud I
thank Him for any spiritual enlightenment
and comfort which any one has received.
I go from amung you without any unkind
feeling, but with the sincerest affection for

all of you, Thoso who have taken offence ,

I can truly ask God to biess, aud now for
my friends’ aud brethren's snke peaco be in
thee I say, and for the House of God my
Lord I will seek your good.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

The Rav, John MoTavish, whic is now in
his fifty-ninth year, was educated at Glas-
gow University, Scotland, and was ordained
and inducted to the pastorship of the Pres-
byterian congregation at Ballachulish, on
the borders of Argyle and Inverneeshire
in the year 1844, Here ho remained until
1852 when uo removed for » year to Killean
in Eintyre. Having resolved to devote
himself to Colonial work for the future ke
gave up this charge, intending to go to
Australis. Iliness and other circnmstanees,
however, provented him {rom leaving Soot-
1and bafore the year 1854 when he set sail
for Canada and was shortly after his arxi.
val gettled among the Presbyterians in
Eldon and Thorau, counties of Vietoria and
Ontario. His then oharge is now knowa
aa the Beaverton congregatien, over which
and Woodville he labored until 1872, when
o Yeceived and accepted a call to Chal.
mer+ Church, Woodstoek, Having applied
for and reotived loave of abeenos to spend
a fow months in Sootland during the past
summor, chiefly forreereation and the bene-
flt of bis health, be vieited, amongst other
placee, and preached in Inverness—tho re.
sul} of whish was x call to him signed by
nearly 1000 membera, from the Jast Pres.
byterian Ghiureh of that vity. Phe call was
acoepled, and this morning Mr. MoTavish
and family will leave Woodstoek, ascom-
panied to the station by a large number of
his late cobgregation and others, to bid
him & regreiful andnorrowing good-bye, for

Seotland, to enter upon the dutles of hia
new fleld,

Fow ministers of tho Prasbytoerian Church
in Onuads, have cooupled a more prominent
position 1n the work of the Ohurch or bave
dono morop effloient sorvios than has Mr.
MoTavish. A man of dgoided ability and
strong convietions, ha was a positive ol--
wmont which made iteelf folt w any oom.
muavity. As a prencher ho was able, fresh
aud doeply in earnest, and tho same indeed
may be said of bim in all his relations to
the Churoh and Sosiety. The Prcsbyterian
Miesion to tho North-West, tho French
Evangehzation seheme, the Aged aud In
firns Mintstors’ Fund~-all now acknowledg-
ed sucoesses—and other important branchies
of the Church's present operations are in
no small measure the resuli of his sugges.
tions and asubsequent advecaoy. Under
thepo owroumsinnoss it is not surprising that
his removal from Cgnada is folt to bo a
govere loss to the Presbyterian Churoh, not
alone by his brothren of the Ministry but
by .the members >f that body genorally.

THE RUMSELLER'S LICENSE.

For the Presbyterian.y

i A liconse to weaken and paralyze the
strong man, to destroy the intellest and
dethrone reason; license to fraunsform the
noble and affectionute husband into & mon,
stor of oruelty, to brank the heart of the
gontlo conflding being, whoma he had
vowed to love and oherish j license to dark.
en even the wmemory of innooent, joyous
childhood, by depriving them of a father's
love, guidauce and proteotion, bequeathing
them tho sad legaoy of rags, tears, wrotoh-

He will

edness, and the dire ourse of example ;
! liosnge to injuro and rob thy neighbor,
" whom thou art comwmnndsd to *love as
thyeelf,” tako his lasy peuny, drain s
" purss, sud then spurn him from younr
| presonce ; licenso to sproad a net for thy
. brother man, enslave him, mark the effort
lof thy victim to break the feitors aud
i escapo the foarful thraldom ; license to
| blight the fond hopes of parents by destroy-
| ing their noble, promising boy, taking from
. thiem the prop of thetr dechining years and
; bringing thewr * gray bair: with sorrow to
tho grave ;" license to kiidle hatred and
strfe, to nflame the evil passions of hu
manity, to nerve the arm of tho robber,
whet the knife of the assassin, harden the
heart, sear the conscipnoe, dobage the man
oreated in tho 1mage of God, to the level
of the beasts thut perish; license to dese-
orate the Sabbath, open the flood-gates of
wickedness, and obange this beautifal
world into a sink of corruption—a hell
upon earth—nnd train and educate man
* for an endless perdition, for ** No drunkard
y shall inherit the kingdom of heaven.” Re.

view the dark catalogus of orime to whiok
x this nefarions license leads, oh! oruel
rumseller. Thy work of destrnotion is
truly appsliingt Thy mission is fearful,
i whilst accumulating thy unholy gain.
| Examine thy licence ! Will it stand inves-
| $igation at the bar of conscience or the tri-
 bunal of the great God? “For all these
t things the Lord shall bring thee inte
| judgment.” O, MERRIAM,

‘ REY. DR. BONAR,

The Rev. Dr. Boratius Bonar is deeoribed
by Dr. Prime, in the Observer, as a vener-
able-looking man, sixty-five years of age,
short of stature, with a round,smooth, fresh
face, beaming with intelligence and love.
In the pulpit bie reads very slowly, and his
prayera are short, tender, and comprehen.
sive. Of his work for the okildren of his
charge, Dr. Prim.: writes :

Dr. Bonar presches on the first Sabbath
evoning of each month to the children of
the congregation. The serviee beging at
half-past six and closen a$ eight, whioh in
tbis latitude is before sunsel, and at nine
it is perfect daylight, 80 that the hour is
quite convenient to assemble the children,
The houee was crowded, the parents being
out in fall foree, ohildren from missiep
schools, and strangers xot a few. ‘Che pas.
tor was like & father among the children of
his own house. e stepped down from his
pulpit again and agam, while they were
assombling, to seat one and another, called
to them tn coms forward, spoke tenderly to
them, and evidently was an objeol of love
to them all. All the ebildren had a Bible
in haud, and when the minister named the
ohapter he was about fo read, he pansed
till they had found the placo. He road a
few words and hasitated, when the whole
mass of them oalled out the next word, as
he stopped only to have them show that
they were keeping the place. He wonld
ask them a question on what he was read-
ing, and they won!d answer promptly, The
game way it was when he read the hymne,
Then he ssked them a few questious in the
Shorier Catechism, and they repested tho
snewers fluently. Thoy sang some of the
sweetest of the modern revival hymns, and
with great apiril. For the sermon he fonnd

+ his textin Proverbs. " Wisdom bath Lnilded

her house,” and, aving iaught them how
Christ is the honse, hoproposed to tell them,

1, of the house; 2, of the open door; 3,

A gt pa ps ey

of the foast ; 4, tho company; and 8, the
woloome, Under oash of thege heads he
talkod to them just av & paront would in
the fanitly aircle, and they were all atton-
tion. He made them repeat the heads ar
be went on, and over and over, until they
woro fixed in thoir minds, Under the head
of the open door, be asked if & boy twelve
years cld could go in, snd they said——Yes.
Could & babe got in? Yes. If all wanted
to go in at ouce, coald they got In?  Yos,
And if all the people in Beotland and Lng.
land and Amedes wanted to got in at the
opén door, eould theyailgo n? Yes, The
poor? Yes, witbont money or prico. The
gatos of Eastern oties are shut at aunsat,
and he el : #1 onge eame to the gate of
Jorusalom, and it was ghut. I knocked
hard, but no one answered. At lengtr 1
put & ptece of money inte the kayliols,
aud the keoper opened and leb o in. But
thig door requires no fee, for sl aro weleotae,
and it otands open night avd day.” Aad
so ke wont ou ; in the raiddle of his sormon
he gaid, *' I think you aro tired ; let ug slog
& hymn,” and awsy they went with the
*Swootest carol evor sung,”
and whex they wore quite waked up with
it, ba spoke to them again. The wholo ser-
vico was a proof of what I have so clion
said, that there is o need of oiapstrap, funny
stories, and buby talk, or religious twaddle,
to interest ohildren. Here they were
taught the most important truthe, saving
truth, in eimple languape, and they were
deeply intorested. They listoned with both
ears, answored promptly, and probably re-
metnbered wuoch that was sald to them.
Ministors who preach to children, and
tenchers, may take & hint fr.m this great
aud oxcellent preacher, who kvows how to
inetraod tho old and tho yousz. I have
heard many Sabbath school soruons and
addressce, but baver one that more appily
l’met etho wants of the youthiul mind and
oart.

CLERGYMEN'S INFLUENGE,

It is quite possible to estimate the min-
ister of religion too highly; to regard bim
a8 tho source of blessing, instead of ome of
the chanrols through whioh blessing somes;
to allow him to eolipso the Master whom
he ought to reveal. This the Roman
Catholics do; aud we are ot guits suro
that it has net been done fo a greater cx
lesg extent by some DProtestants; butb with
them the movement has long been in an
oppotite direotion. Now, it is quito pos-
sible to go teo far ia this direction also ; to
8q belittle the minicterial cfice w5 to de-
priveit of all woight and influonce ; to repeas
the truism that **tue minister is only a
man” so frequently that it comes to menn
that he is something less than a man,
Prao Lio Is only & man ; but 8 man may be
a Prince. The following exiraet from an
American exchange geoms to indicate a re-
tarn to proper feeling on this subjeot ;—

There is o tendetoy 1 cortain schools of
thought, oven in tho Christian chureh, to
regsrd the munsterial office as & thing to be
treated with eufferance rather thau respect,
and as & refuge for awiable souls rather
than n vantage-ground for hearty work.
Another idea is, that minstors, althongh
really a relio of the days of priestoraft, may
be tolerated it they are seon to work with
twioo the diligence of other Obristisas in
overy department of religious and secular
veform, Thus Dhe Ohristian Register, the
Boaton Uniturian organ, has just mtimated
tiat the world will “keep a place” for
specially able and devoted olergymen, but
will let the office die out if its occapants are
meraly seekers after their own eabe and
convenience. Now, we do not look back
with plossars upon thoge days when min-
istera wore absurdly coddled, were given all
the best corners iu lifs, and were considered
oracles on all possible subjects. The mod.
orn deoline of pri-st-worship has bad a good
effect on the olerioal profession, whioch is
more relf-reliaut 84d manly than it used to
be. But there is some danger lest thought-
less persons go too far, We do not see how
the ministerial offico oan be dispensed with
until Ohristiane get to heaven and need no
human minister.,  Every eococlesiastioal
body, from ithe hierarchieal Churoh of

L Rome lo the plain and informal body of

Frionds, mus} have certain members who
devote themeelves in some especinl degres
to the care of religions affairs, the visitation
of the sick and poor, the, management of
public worship, or the instruction of the
poople by preaching, Such persons need a
spsoial training and a olear 1dea of the im-
gortunco of their duties ; and therefore they

oserve & respect different, in some ways,
frpm that acoorded to the other Ohristian
workers. There aro divers theories of or.
dination; some Christians regard their
olergymen as rempients of s speeial and
permanen} graoo ot the Holy Ghost, while
others consider them merely as officers
elected by their eqolesiastioal peors to per-
form, for s longer or a shorter time, ceriain
delegated religions dnties. But even
though there may bs *aockuroh without a
bishop aund a siate without a king,” we do
not seo how the ohnreh oan got along with.
out an order of preachers and workere,
Whatever be their views of the anthority
of xnch an order or the source of its powers
all Ohristians onght to agres that its office
is permanent, nntil Christ’'s mandate to his
messengeors be tnifilled, and the whole world
iz Obristinnized.

It sesms strangs to bave to argue for the
pormanence of the ministerial professicn,
bub the paper we have guoted only voices
s {00 crmmou notion. The real troublo
with The Christian Ilegister is with its
own denomination, which is now vexed
both with vacant pulpits and with church-
Joss minisiers—ns is she oase in other de.

nominations also. Wien every other de.

partment at Harvard lins prown in nume
bers, the Invinity School has stood still,
sud not even the zoal of yaen ke Bdward
Everott Hale or the bounty of rieh scholay-
thipe san il it up. It esldom has more
than fifteen or twenty etudents, and s
quaarter of these drift ont of the Unitarian
tinistry when they gradaste.  Yeb the
denvmtustion has been ialking abont
* meunly raex in the pulpit” for twenty five
yoars. Wa helleve that eome of ite ems
ore, The Christian Heqester moluded,
havs gone to the oppostie oxtrome in their
dishike of saonrdotaliem and inefficieney,
Murn Bunday essaye on literatore or morals
are not a good subatitute for the old-fagh.
ioned notlon of & preacher's duty. Jast
now wo believe thore i3 quite ag msoh dar -
gor of looking down on the minister as of
touking up to Lim. At any rate, sbls or
swupid, he iz the mossenger of good news,
or, in the Saxon phrase, the “gospslor.”
Hig words are trae though his mouth be
foolish,

In poin- of fact, wo belisve the olorical
profossiou in ite entirsty, worth of respect,
not only for ité mission, but for ils brains.
It is about a8 complotely ¢he loarned pro.
fossion &a ovor 18 waa. The proportion of
licorally educated wmon in law and medicine
is nct o third ¢ 8 large &3 in the minisiry,
and the modern ministor is pretly sure to
be as well posted in regard to Darwin's last
book or the meaning of the most rroent
Tarkish violory as any of his medioal or
or lagal pariskionors. Ho is quito as worthy
of respoot for his intelligence as the schoo)-
teacher or tue journalist; and whon g
poople find this ou! they should bo the
more wiiling to hear his religions mossage
instead of demanding that he pat it n<ile
in conseqnopeco of his ability to intorest
themn oun othor themes. In a word, the
minister exists for the Church, not the
Ohurch for the minister,

A Thank Offering.

Editor BRIYISR AMEKIOAS PRESRYTERIAN,

Duan Siry—1I notioe with « great deal of
pleasure the reference in your issus ot last
woek to the circular of the Rov. Dr. Cochi.
raune, Gonveuer of the Howe Missiou Com-
mutteo, in whioh he propased thata epacial
coileation be taken up on Thanksgiving Day
in aid of the Hoeme Mission Fand, Fop
sotne years past I have spoken to ministers
as ocoasion offeied, and urged the taking
up of a *thaok-offering” at the Thunks-
giving sorvioe, for the benefit of the Mission
Funds of the Church, snd in noearly every
oage tho suggoeation was woll reseived. The
satno suggestion was made to the Convoner
of Home Missions just before the meeting
of the Asrembly, and I am traly glad to
s00 YLl ho aas, with kis nsual encrgy and
zoul for the important braneh of the
Churek’s work over which be has presided
60 woll, brought the matter cflicinlly before
the ministers and congregatlons of the
Church. It is sarely not too muoh to ask
of our people, that, when they go up to
God's houeo to commommorate His good-
ness to them during the year, aud return
their thanks to Him for His great kind.
nesses, thoy shall give baei into the trea.
sury of tho Liord a little of what he has
loaned to them,

A ocomparatively small thank-offerin
from eaoh member and adherent will adg
a good many thouaand dollars to the Mis.
sion Fund ; and it is to bo hoped the con-
gregations will respond nobly. Ido notthink
that it ehonld be confined fo the Home
Migsions, but include the Foreign Missions
us well. There need be no difficulty about
the respective shares, as the total colleo.
tiwng can be distributad on the basis of the
ordinary funds, The carrying ont of the
suggestion will afford the pesple sn oppoc-
tunity of ehowing the practical value of
their gratitude ; and in giving, it shonld
be a8 a * free-will offering,” and not in any
way to interfere with the regular contribn-
tions fo tho sohemes of ths Churoh, as, if
allowed to do thiy, it cannot in any proper
fongo be a “thavk-offering.” I am, dear
sir, sincerely yours, M.

A Conversation Between a Roman Qatho-
lic Priest and a Protestant.

Prot.~Could St. Paul forgive sins ?

Priest.—He conld.

Prot.—Please tell me who gave him the
power,

Priest.—Jesus Christ.

Prot.~DPlease show me whers you can
point f0 one passage of Soriyture to show
that St. Paul over forgave sine, He only

reached forgiveness of sins throngh Obrist.

ee Aots xiil, 88, 89; xvi. 81.

Pricst—But Peter could forgive sins.
See Johu xx. 22, 28,

Prot.—Ploase look at Aetaiv. 12; v. 81;
x, 84, 85, 43; also, Chap. xi. 14; and yoa
will find that he _only preached forgiveness
of sing through Jesus Olrist and thet he
understood the commission he got in John
xx. 22, 28, .

Prot.—Was ever the blested Virgin in
Amerioa ?

Priest.~No,

Prote—Does slie know the Amerioan
people ?

Priest,.—No,

Prot.—Then why do the Amerioan people
pray to ber when she does nol know them ?

Pricat.—God hears the prayers offered ta
her and tolls them to her.

Prot.—Then God_eau give the blessing
you want from Him sud save Ler the
trouble. We do not need another intorces-
sor a8 wo have Obist and nono elss will do
but Him, John xiv. 8; 1 Tim. ii. 5.

AN ULSTRR PROTESTANT,
Toronto, 4th Sept., 1877,

Tar Rev. R, P. MeKay, will be ordained
and indaoted to the pastorate of Knox
Church, Besrboro, on the Oth of Oetober.
Mr, MoEay is at presen: on a tour in

Grest Britain,



