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babblings amd fables, which only lead
astray, and subvert, and befool them.

Yet do not understand me as saying that
there is nothing but injury to be derived
fram human teaching, that nothing good
and true has come from the ancients.

The disposition to submit to authority,
and to the teaching of the better informed
¥ good, though it may be carried too far,
and sadly misplaced; God makes use of i
to raire up a godly seed, and designed it
. for this end. And much the largar por-
tion of the knowledge which men of this
day possess has been derived from the
fathers, growing from age to age, each suc-
ceeding generation adding its quota of in-
formation and experience to the common
. stock, ‘

To obtain the good and escape the ewil,
let doctrines, commandments, and tradi-
tions of elders be kept in their proper place,
and regarded as buman opinion, worth just
as much as the amount of truth contained
in it, minus the deterioration which the
truth itself undergoes from its juxtaposition
with error. Make the truth, from what-
ever source derived, your own, and act
upon it; and judge of all things in faith,
character, and conduct, by the application
of the Bible test.

It is the truth as it is in Jesus—set forth
in the glorious gospel of the blessed God,
and made to shine in light and love upon
the soul—which guides to the Refuge for
the endangered and guilty sinner. That
truth, as distinguished from the creed of
any man or church, is the truth whereby
we are to be saved,

That truth proclaims, before it utters
another statement, that man is fallen by
iniquity, that he is “ desd in trespasses and
sine,” that he is opposed to God, an enemy
in his mind agd by wicked works, and that
" ke Jies ik jgnorance sud ¢in under condem:

magion. 4 then proceeds to declare the

loving-kinduess of our God, and His grest
_zemey. It tolls of Hia pity, His long-suf-
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faring, and His promises—a ceaseless streAn®
of goodness flowing from His grace to-
wards mankind—till all goodness and pro-
mise culminate in Christ, His great, best
Gift,—a Saviour, a Restorer, redeeming
souls from death by the sacrifice of Him-
self. And theu it emphatically asserts that
Christ Jesus “saves His people from theif
sivs,” redeems them “from all iniquity,”
removes the curse and its cause, and s
reconciles the sinner to €lod, making
AT-ONE-MENT.

Accompanying its instructions, it give?
the promise of the Holy Spirit te. lead ué
inte all truth, to sanctify us by the truthr
and be the Comforter. It bids us believ®
in Jesus, in His grace, in His promise, and
encourages us to ask for all, trusting in Hi#
faishfulness. It enjoins us to cease from
gin, and rise to newness of life, to take tb®
Saviour's example as our model, to invité
the Spirit’s presence, to cherish the tr¢¢
and holy in thought and feeling, and
try, and strive, and pray that we may b
“blameless and harmless, the children ¢
God without rebuke,”— followers of thst
which ® good,”—followers of holin®®*
without which none- shall see the Lord?
and so adorn the docirine of God
Saviour with a life and conversation beco™”
ing the gospel.

And lastly, this truth as jo Jess assut®
us that we must undergo the g,.,cioﬂ’
change here—that we nust live a f’gb"
useful, God-fearing, loving life hers—"*
Christ for us! and Christ in us!
makes aur religion a thing of worth. T t;
and not the prayers of a priest, prepare® b
dying, That, and not the confession of sof’
plication extorted on a death-hed,
for heaven. o
i
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That is the truth as it ia in Jesus.
is the true religion. Avnd nothing #%
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