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that the Dcpartrnent wauld satisfactarlly
zr.eet Its wlshes.

-In most cases, whcn a change af book
takes place, even with notice, smre Ioss ls
baund ta take place or lose male of books.
When the public schoal geograpby was con-
lemplated, 1 was out of the aid anes and
wouid tell rny custarners tLat a ncw ane
wauld be out bcginning with tht next ferrmi
but invariably they wanted the aid anc any.
way.

-1 wauld advocate a notice af at Ieast a
year ta the bookselleis and publisheri anly,
the second hall af tht vear through which
ta lessen stock ai any book ta bc changed.

IAiso, wby change a boak sa ofitcn>
The public school gcagrapby had a aran of,
saY, 15 years and probably was needcd,
but the new French and Latin change was
mpning an us ail withaut notice and when
my stock was particularly beavy ; also the
Gesmen, wbich is about ready.

-The aid stock is ai no use, for the
teachers kncw ai a new edition ta be ready
soon, but wili nat commence a dlass untIl it
is ready.

-In the case ai these last thzce text
books. there was no reasan why the change
couid flot bave taken place next year and
notice given ta ur. A scholar, as a rule,
woulci only use the above ane year and be
througb wath smre and sa would nat (et any
persal lass.

Ill vould be glad ta help urge an the
Depattmcnt ariy changes yau think best an
arder ta providc a rernedy.

Vaurs truly,
IlJ. W. HA>ILY."

MR. WILSON, 0F SEAFORTH.
In regard ïa the lass sustained by the

trade on accoant ai irequent changing oi
text books in aur schaols, it's an oid sare
and one very difficult ta cure.

IlTht Depariment must maintain the
prestige oi aur educatianai system, and flot
allow aur boys and girls ta be at a dis.
advantage througb the use ai inferioar books.
But, at the same tirne, they ought ta deal
fitlly with bath publishers and dealers.

I do nat tbInk that a public annaunce-
ment six nionths before the book is
authorized would be at ail satisfactory:; in
fact, that would. I think, simi>ly aggravate
the present situation. As 1 alten ir.d it,
teacher Cet the information that a new
bock is coming out. whether frorn inspec-
tors, educational jaurnals or publhsbers. it
dots nat matter, tbey Cet It. and the couse-
quence hs that (pardictlarly in publir schools)
promotions in that subject cecase, and no
more books are purcbase. They strugglt
on with what tbty have until the new book
carnez out. which ln many cases entails a
beayloss on tht dealers, although tht trfi.

Ing cast ta each individual pupil would have
been daubly repaid by the regular work ai
thr school continuing, ecd pupil supplied
with tht tex( boak stili in use.

111 thlnk that if the Depattment rnalled a
confidentiai circular ta each baakstiler,
wholesale and retail, in tht Province, six
months before the new book would be per.
mitted, or sccured a permanent space in
Tria I300KStLLEti ANI) STATIONER for tht
express purpose ai annauncing such
changes, givlng the name ai book ta be
replaced. title cf new book, publisher and
price. when it may be used, and when it
must be used, then, at the expiration ai that
six rnanths, tht inspectars and educatianal
îaurnals might annaunce that a new book
was ready. and use ai it wauld be cam-
pulsory after six manths.

IThis ta my mind wauld be an irnprave-
ment, altbough fia doubt there whll be
abjections ta this plan. 1 Cive it for the
purpase ai encouraging discussion on tht
subject, trusting that sornie rernedy may be
faund that will lessena zhe evil.

Vaurs truly,

"Seafarth. Octaber 23. 190»

STRATTON E. CO.. 0F PETERBOROUGH.
Rt changes in Ontario schaal text

books, we uaight say that we do not sec
that we have any eyM seriaus complaints ta
make. as we have always iound that tht
publishers have been willing ta give us any
information asked for in regard ta forth-
carning books.

- We think a great many ai tht lasses are
caused thrcugb carelessness. W'e wauld
nat be ln favor ai tht Deparirnent publiciy
announcing tht changes six mantbs abead
oi time, as it wauid, fia daubt, interfere
wfith tht sale ai tht aid bocks during that

period. Vaurs truly.
,"A. H. STItATToN & Co."

-Peterborough. October 31. 1900."

THE NEW WEBSTER'S.
The first WVebster's International Dic.

tionary was pubiished z0 years ago, and,
notwithstanding its completentss. tht nurn-
bers oi wards and phrases whicb have since
came into the English language render it
necessary ta make additions ta it if it is ta
keep its name of tht standard dictionary ai
the language.

Accordingiy. in tht new editian there are
25,ooo additional words, phrases and defini-
tians. and tht illustration plates have been
renewed throughout. It meains ail tht
excellencles ai the aid International, with
several new anas. The idtas and prin.
cipies axe the saine, and tht schoiarship and
knowiedge ernpioyed in praducing the prc.
sent edition surpasses even that af tht first
International.

NEW NOVEL BY A CANADIAN.
There are rnany historical romnances in

the fiction ai ta day, and ail ai them are
not weIl donc. ',With Ring ai Sbield,-
by Mr. Knox Maget (Toronto: Gea. J.
McLeod. cloth, $1.25, paper, 75c.), is,

hawever. a nov-

Ys f ard

last ofthe York.

fotues aTwo

les n r Walter Bradley are traced
througbout e starrny reign ai the bad
king. Fate ordains that tbey champion
the cause of King Edward's widow and
ber two sans, who ultimateiy fait into tht
hands ai their murderer-uncle. Bradley
is sent to tht Tawer. His escape is thrii.
lingly told, but be and bais lady-love fait
inta tht hands ai a bitter enerny. Catesby,
ane ai Ricbard's creatures, and the perse-
cutar ai tht L-idy Hazel. Tht finale cames
witb tht figbatat Bosworth Field, the lavers
are rcunited, and tht long peace that setties
down an England at tht accessian of Henry
VII inspires Bradley, in bais aid age, ta

AIR. KNOX tIAGEE.
The~ iewv (citanu witer an, author of

-Will Rang of Shlcldl."

recounit ta hais sans the daughty detds af bis
youth. It was the period ai biood and
iran, wben the sword was seldom shcathedý
a-id men in armor iought in tht foresti.-'
Mr. Magee bas evidently studied bis
materials witb care before using tbern, and
reproducedl tht terrible teatures cf the
time witb vigar, but witbaut rcpelling the
reader. Tht author, wbo is a Canadian,
bas, in this, bis first talc, given evidence cf
talent above the ordinary, and .he novel Is
a strong and able piece ai wark for wbich,
witbout exaggeratian, a considerable suc-
cess niay bc predicted.


