
TUE CÀNÀDA LANCET.

The history of the patient, physical signa, Wassermaii reaetion

and response to mercury and salvarsan leave little doubt as to t1w uinder-
lying cause of the patient's condition heing syphilis. It iýs there1ý,foreý
important to, bear in mind that in cases presenting a clinicat pietuilre of

spienie anannia or B anti 's disease, syphilis may bie the underilyilig
factor, and should, therefore, always bceconsidered in the dlifferenttii

diagnosis.

THE VALUE 0F RADIUM IN MALIGNANT GYNAECOI)"lOGîÇI,

CONDITIONS.

By DR. W. H. B. Axms,
Toronto.

T 11E employinent of radium ini therapeuties dates front the latter

part of the year 1901 when il was used by Dr. Danlos, physician

to the Hlospital of St. Louis, Paris, in the treatment of cutaneous tu1er-

culosis. Shortly after this Foveau de Courmelles demonstratud it..3
analgesie properties, applying it to external and deep cancer, audj ini

1904 lie pubhished some cases of uterine cancer in which improvemenIt
bail resulted from this method of treatment. Subsequently tiuece8,sfuî

resuits in various gynoecologieal conditions were reported by Onudin

and Verchere, Dominici, Clieron, Rubens-Duval, Wickham .111d L&-.

capere, Fabre and Bender. In the United States it was first used in
1905 by Abbé for two cases of cancer of the cervix.

Amongst the gynoeologieal conditions in which successful resuits

bave been reported by different writers are cancer of the uterus, flbroid

tumors of the uterus, flbroid tumors associated with metrorrlhagia, or~
with metritis a.nd blenorrliagic urcthritis, cancer of the vagina, mietrîti.,'
and more especially hoemorrhagic metritis, acute and chronic adrnexitia,
chronie pelvie cellulitis, chro nie salpingitis, salpingo-ovaritis, cancer
of the ovary, chronic urethritis, inflammation of Bartholin 'a gacs

and pruritus of the vulva. It lias also been recommended for irregu-

larities o! menstruation, inciuding membranous dysmenorrhoesa, in
which Jacobs, reports good resuits. It will thus be seen that radiurn

now lias a very extensive field o! application in the domain Of gynacc_
ology.

De Courmelles2 points out that in regard to tlie technique empîoyed
in gynoecological conditions it is indispensable--wlatever form o>f ap

paratus is seleted-that the A rays and the soft fraction of the 13
rays should be arrested by means of a metaihe screen of suiîtable thick-
ness, and that the secondary rays emitted by the metallie sereenit jtlf

should be arrested by an external sheath o! India..rubber, gutta-percha,


