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BENZOL IN LEUKAEMIA.

Koriinyi made some very important observations on the efreets of

benzol poisoning in three cases of leukaemîa at Johins Hlopkins llospjtal.
Selling studied. the effects of benzol in animais. In these cases Of Poison-
ing there wus a good clinical, picture of purpura hoemorrhagical, and a
remarkable reduction in the white corpuscles. There was a condition
of leucopenia. One case there was a reduction of whites from 1,280 per
Cmm. to, 480, and in the other from 640 to 140. With thia leulcopenia
there was an anoemia of 640,000 and 1,500,000, and 8 and 15 of hom.

globin rcspectively. There was littie change iu the reds and iio inyelo-
cytes.

The experiments of Selling showed tliat benzol is a powerful leuco,
toxin, destroying the white cella, and attacking the parenehymna celiz of
the blood-forming organs. It was found that after repeated inijeetioil
of benzol there was an aplastie and atrophie condition of the boue, jja
row, anid spleen, the lympli glands and lymph follicles. R('leeeratt)t
in these took place when the benzol wvas discontinued. It was also ob-.

sevdthat myeloid tissue suffered more than did the lymphoid>ý an
t herefore, there was greater destruction of the polynucîcar ccll's thapi ()
the lymphocytes. There is little injurY to the circulating red eorpujsl,'',
thougli the erythroblastic tissue of the bone marrow îs distuirbed At
first there is a lecoytosis followed by a leucopenia. The ajpla9sti
blood orgaiis recover in from, 10 to 20 days.

After the initial risc of the leucocytes, thcre is a faîl abouit the en
of the second week or the beginning of the thîrd. The red corpuscle
inay be higlier at the end of the treatment. Ail forms of leuikwmja ar
benefited. The action of benzol is slower than that of X-rays, but jv
be useful when the latter lias f ailed. Those who have had -X-ray tret_
ment react more promptly to thc benzol treatment. The 'resuit-s Oftls
trcatmcnt appears to be traxisitory. Small doses seemo te stimulate th
boue marrow, so that it is necessary to give daily fromn 3 to 4
in capsules with an equal amount of olive oil. lEacli capsule t

contain about hal? a gramme.

Under thîs treatment Korànyî reports a case where the white
puscles dropped. from 173,000 to 8,000, and the reds rose froni 3,0Wooç.
to 4,000,000. Cases are on record where it doca flot appear to have rý"
duced the white ccli counit, but the other symptoms wcre impocd
Other observers, as Wachtel, Stein, Billings, Neumnnan and çenr.
port favorable instances of this treatment.

Drs. Jerome Meyers and Thomas Jenkins sum top theÎr artcle~
the New York h!tate Medical Journal thus: "Benzol is a 'valiabi,


