
Glaucoma. 6D9

The ago of the patient, his good far vision, the confirmed
prosbyopia, and the asthonopia unrolieved by convax glasses, th
poriodie dimaness, in conjunction with the obsorving of tho
colored rings soma timoe previously, pointod to glaucoma;
and the oplthalmoscopo revenled the real nature of the discaso.
It was somoasciit doubtful whether thora vas, really, increaseg
tension of tho globe. Thora -vas, at anyrato, an exeossivo rigidity
of the selorotie, a condition of considorable significance, for a
alight incresse of the intra-ocular fluids wrould cause unduo pres-
sure upon the optic nervo, &c. Tho pulsation of the retinal
veins may occur in healthy eyes, but the case with which arteri-
al pulsation was induced in thie case must be considered abnormal.
The combination of two formes of excavation of the nerve, the
congenital, and the glaucornatoue, is of some interost. Tho dis.
tinction betwor. the two is best seon in the earlier stages of
chronic glaucoma. A double displacement of the vossels is pro-
duced, on on the whitish band ut the edge of the dise, and the
other ut the margia of the central, physiological or congenital cup.
The lutter has no special import, but where it is large, it may ha
confoundod with that produced by pressurte.

From the tatement of the patient, the cupping apparently
bagan only about a year'or moro previouiy., had it not bee
detacted, the case would bave been regarded as a protracted
premonitory staje. The inception of the diseas was most
probably coincident with tha conjiuctivitis. The hyperSmria
and irritation of tie globe, caused by the -state of the lids,
would tend to light up a glaucoma whero there was nuy pro-
disposition to it. Any further irritation of the oyo from excessive
u or exposure woould now probably induce an inflammatory

attack, and result in marked impairment of sight. The cupping
of the nerve may, iovever, gradually inereaso, and the sigot
finally become greatly impaired or lost-the oye assuming the ab-
solute glaucomatous condition-withoat tue supervention of anuy
noticeablo intercurrent inflammatton. An iridectomy would now
permanently arrest the diseuse, preserve the present degrea of
vision, and relieve the symptoms of fatigue on using the eya
(asthonopia.) The.patient was a vaif, and did not place himself
undar treatment.
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