Glaucoma., 569

The ago of the pationt, his good far vision, tho confirmed

byop ,nnd tho asthonopia unrolioved by convex glasses, tho
ponodxe dimness, in conjunction with the obsorving of tho
colored rings somo timo proviously, pointed to glaucoma;
and tho ophthalmoscopo rovealed tho roal natare of the diseaso. i
It was somowhat doubtful whethor there was, really, mcroaseg - '
tension of tho globe. Thore-was, at anyrate, an oxcessive rigidity o
of tho sclorotic, a condition of considorablo significance, for a
slight increase of tho intra-ocular fluids would cause unduo pros- -
sure upon tho optic merve, &¢. Tho pulsation of tho retinal Y
voins may occur in healthy oyos, but tho case with which arteri.
sl pulsation waa induced in this caso must bs considered abnormal, o
The combination of two forms of excavation of tho norve, the v

ital, and the gl tous, is of somo intorest. Tho dis.

tinotion botwaor tho two is best seon in the earlier stagos of
chronic glaucoma. A double displacement of the vossels is pro-
duced, ono on tho whitish band at the edgo of tho dise, and the
othor at tho margia of the cootral, physiological or congenital cup.
Tho lattor has no spocial import, but where it is large, it may bo
confoundoed with that produced by pressure.

From tho statoment of tho pnuont, tho cupping apparcatly
bogan only about a year ‘or moro proviomiy., had it not boea
dotocted, tho caso would havo beon rogarded as a protracted
premonitory stage. Tho ioception of tho discaso was most
probably coincident with tho conjuoctiviti. ~Tho hyp
and irritation of tho globo, caused by tho-stato of tho lids,
would tond to light up a glaucoma where thore was any pro-
disposition to it. Any further irritation of tho oyo from oxcessive
uss or exposure would now probably induce an inflammatory
attack, and rosult in marked impairmont of sight. Tho cuppicg
of tho mervo may, however, gradually increnso, and the sight
finally become greatly impaired or lost—tho oye assumiog the ab-
soluw glnucom'\tous coudmon—wnhoub we Buporvm ion of sy

il An iridectomy would now
pormanently arrest tho disoase, preservo tho present degreo of
vision, and relievo tho symptoms of fatigue on using tho oyo
(asthonopia.) Tho patient was a waif, and did not placo himself
undor troatmeont.

GeNERAL REMARKS.—IC is not our purpose to onter into an
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