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THE MEDICAL COUNCIL.

Tun. N\ewts., Toronto, i referring to the recent session of the
Ontario College of Physicians and Surgeons, stated that that body
is to be coligra«,tula,ýted on having met a situation of dimrciilty wvit1î
dignity and sense. This situation, it is true, wvas nlot one of its
own creation, or, rather it -%as the creation of the last Concil, for
the present body received its mandate of existence only last fali,
when the representatives of the various bodies constit ating it wNere
eiected. That Council, vith both rashiness and 1nUste, passe<l a
regulation for matriculation, which, on its most obvi',u--s interpreta-
tion, would have practically closed the door of the inedicai profes-
sion in this Province to ail but the sons of the wealthy.

That the old Council dici fot intend-this, -%vhatever a few of the
inembers had in view, may be at once conceded, but it oniy serves
to brin& out quite cIearly théc fact that a riash step on a nîost uni-
portant matter was being taken ýwithout due consideration ofit
import, and it gave color to the charge that the mienbers, whvlo w'cere
ail seekzing re-election, w'ishied only to present a showy record to
their constituents. The proposed matriculation had to be grreatly
modified, and the curriculum eventually deianded by the Execui-
tive Comniittee, of course, fell far short of the original deînand.
At the recent mîeeting this decision came up for review, and, of
course, was severely criticised býy the "Iast ditch" miembers, but tli%
inodleraàtion and good sense of the Council, once aggai-n supreme,
brought about by a large majority the endorsation of the action of
the Executive Coimnittee. It further adopted the proposai to
refer the w'hole qulestion of mnatriculation to, a smaii select conii-
mittee, wvhich is to report on the. subject next year. This wvil I
ensure full consideration of a difficuit niatter.

On other points there, is evidence of the desire of the Couincirl
to meet a modern situation in an enlightened and open-minded
inanner. The curriculum has undergone revision, and, wvhi]e it
is not in every detail satisfactory, it is nov-' ï n-ýimore in the uine.
of progress than it was. Fior the 'first tim-e, alcthe C onceil lias
adopted measures which permit the various inedical teaching insti-
tutions to exercise their own discretion in determining the timec
wvhich is to be ilotted to, instruction ini a subjeet of the curriculumn,
a point that ouglit to have aiways been wiîthin the sphere of the
teaching, orgianizations. The business of the Council is to finid
out whether a candidate for registration as a practitioner of. mcedi-
cine in this Province possesses the requisite knowledge, and a cur-
riculum to that end is necessary, but beyond. the number of years
and xnonths to be devoted to each subject, the Concil should not
in the past have gone, for its exaction of a stipulated, numnber of
hours of instruction in each subýject meant that every teachi-ng in-
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