
CORRESPONDENGE.

belongs to clinical researcli and the laboratory is a part of the
means of clinical researcli, but only a part.

The crux of the inatter appears to be that experimental
laboratory proof is not sufficient clinical proof. In order to
advance in an irresistible line, clinical research imust be based
on a conclusive forin or method of clinical proof. Tn experi-
mental proof, we dislocate a part froin a whole and attempt to
prove the whole fron the part, as thongli a disloated part
could always prove the whole. Or, we attempt to prove facts
in one species by facts in another species, as thlough the two
species were identical. For instance, the experiments made
on animals to clucidate certain elements of fever bring out
a fact of almost insurmountable difference between man and
the lower animals, the fact that ian lias associated with the
nakedness of his body a highly perfected power for regulating
his temperature, a highly developed vasonotor system and a
vast array of sweat glands, a characteristie complex of things
which apparently no other species of animal life presents. Ex-
perimnents made on animals to prove febrile or other clinical
phenonena in man, may be suggestive, but for obvious reasons
cannot be conclusive. To prove observations in man, the
observations must be made on man and not on aniiiials. But
observations on man even are not necessarily conclusive. Indi-
vidual observations on man cannot be conclusive, because the
same experience cannot be repeated, and when wo prove by
numbers, we compare similar but not identical experiences.
Analogy is not conclusive proof. Identity alone is conclusive
proof ; but since, in medicine, identical experiences cannot be
repeated, we must provide si mnultaneous identical experiences
in order to have proof by identity. Clinical proof is con-
clusively established when all observations and experiments
are made conjointly by at least two conpetent men, preferably
of opposite ideas, at the saine time. Conjoined critical obser-
vation and experinent, at the bedside and in the laboratory, as
may be required, furnish sinultaieous identical experiences,
the proof proceeding on the principle that a whole can bc
proved only by the whole and not by dislocated parts.

These and other weighty questions await your assistance for
a necessary solution. The benefit that will accrue, both to
medicine in particular and to the medical profession and
huxnanity at large in general, from a satisfactory establish-
ment of scientific clinical research, can be easily surmised.
Come prepared, yourself and your friends, to give to this
matter your mature convictions and your personal assistance.
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