
ÓÓ6 THE BRITISH AMERICAN

presented to my professional notice by
liei spiritual counsellor, the Curé of the
farish, froin wliom she piesented a let-
tér of introduction, éxplaining the object
of bei iisit, viz., îo ascertain whether

ýhysical òtddses existed, that would jus-
fify or dutborise a separation from her
husband by divorce. Her partner, by
whom she was accompanied, expressed
great sorrow, aà did she also, that ler
condition should have called upon her
the especial interference of ber pastor;
and they both declared tbat they were
contented witi their connubial state, aiid
haplpy in their relations te each other.
The iedsons for seeldng a sepùration
weie not theirs, but -Weie' entirely
jrompted by ber ghostly adviser, who
deermed her, iecording to the canons of
the ehurch, physically disqualified for
the objeets of mairiage-the p'rocréatLon
of childrein.

For obviou's reasons I wit.hold tie
names of the parties; but in other re-
spects, report the case exactly as it
dtindls iii my asà bdol.

A- G-, St. 32, wife of J-
A---- R-, called on me on the 24th
bf July, 1847, with a letter from the
Rev. Messire . . She is a womian
bf bilidhs fivdiis tieiemènt, intelli-
kpni drd intefcain lookiiig, in siori, à
fatier liaiddrine trunette,: extfemely
well fdrfrcd,~full cilestcd, iiammté well

vdieiî', liips vide, heigbt about five
t'eet dne'incli. She will bave hcd eiglit
yearÏ ndriied on tlie 28th of the present
rnoniti. -e has neer qiensirnated.

j td tuie aige of thirt6én yeai-s she was
perfectiy he:itth; it riicîi iiine she
began tb süffer p'àiù id ber bàck, loinà,

tips, hifd dibdömei, ñitl dccasional
leadahei ndùsea, ràd sickness of ihe
ktoffiibÈ; *ith àdiig rd lastly;
tiiiritiddt lfe dàii ipo ti tië acki, hipsi
âiiid led,ý w,'Èici continued to beal and
bteuk dut dgaini ini sticcessive crops, for

nearly two years. They then subsided
and the mamma became full, bard, and
plump. From this time until her mar-
rnage, sbe was periodically subject to'
diarrhæa,* but never since. Her bealth,
strength and appetite are excellent, and
she bas had no illness since ber mar-
riage but toothbche; and the only incon-
vëiience she suffers is pain occasionally
in the abdominal region, during the
niglit, witb the ýglobus bystericus. She
enjoys se.xual intercourse. On exami-
nation, per vaginam, found all the parts,
external as vell as internal, natural,
bealthy, and vell formed, excepting
that the vaginal canal was perhaps d

ille shorter than usual anid the os tincai
ratlier smaller: From ail these facts;
I arrived at the èonclùsion, which I
communicated to the Curé, that therd
were no plysicl impédiments to chtild-
bearint, since women have been knowi
to bear children who have never men-
struatèd; Professor Frank relaies à
case in which the menses "never ap-
peaÏed, in married or single life, nor had
the patient, at any tirne, any lochial
discharge, thougli she bad produced
three healthy children; and loldefueund
mentions a case of tardy menstruation,
Vhich occurred 'for the first time at

seveniy ýcârs of age.
Our knowledgc of patholdgy suggests

in this case a morbid condition of thd
ovaries at least, if not of the uterus also,
ooeval with the ill bealth of the patient
between the thirteenth and fifteenth
years. Tho probability therefore is;
lhat she ivili have no offspring, althouglh
such a consunmmation is not impossible;
for reäsons befoke stated: Numberless
instances àtii où iecbrd, and are, in fact;
df daily observatioi,'öf inarried females

* We here -perceive the inerring laws of natire
beautifully at work, to relieve, hie redundancy whicli
sympathetic nervons action might otherwise have
occasioned, to 'the great inconvenience or dangcr of
the patient,


