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BuL il addition. to these duties and tiese reports made to the distuet
authority tley .have certain dities tow'ards the contrai autlîrity th
Loeal GovOrîinierm t B3oard, whiclh iiided- coliributes to tleir. salaie3
l'le 2edical Oflicer of H'tealth is reqiircd to inform hîniseif as.fa as
possible of all. influences affecting the health 'of the -district; aitil1 as .to
the cause. origin and distribution of disease in the district; and memiîs
of remlloval or miodification of theù saie; he is rCqired to nialke a sys-
tematie inspection of the distùiet at certain periods for these purposes;
lie is to bO prepaired1 to advise the central autholity 'with referCence to
the framuing of by-laws" anid regulations to iet special conditiois.
On hearing of the ontbreak 'of .1 Cpidemic of disease it . his duty to
visit the spot and enquire into the.circumstances. To .g < itlher iiito
his dustics, hlias to report in w riting t o the crntra l authority on -the
ottbreak or epidmie diseases, nId to lrepare an .annual repòr each
December or flic sanitary staLe.o[ the district, iln geeral,.with tables
or sickness., mortality, etc., etc.

Th111e point that 1 wish bore ito.mako is that the Enîglish law recogiizes
and hias takeni steps to mieet fli fact tliat the Medeld Ofmcer ö[ lenlh.
owes a double allegince.: .while le is the servant of the local saiiitary
authority lie is at Ihe saine tIi an ollicer, of the federal authority,
and the only w'ay to obtain a satisfaetory lealth Ser-vice inl the United
States is by recognîitioi of the sane faet.

The same necessity ihich lias conmpelled latters of quarantine tobe
under the fecleral control compels the Goverînmeit of the Uinîted States
to have cognîizaice of epidemîîic outbreaks throughout the 'States for the
protection of the people of the United States as a whole. Not only must
immediate knowledge of sucli outbreaks be forwarded to Washington in
order to onsure a direct common action, but the Federal Governmnent
iust possess the ultimate (though not necessarily the imumediate) powei
of stepping in and establisling regulations for the stamnping out of an
outbreak in any State. To the saine enîd it follows that it inust possess
a general knowledge.of the hcalth coiditious of cadi individual State
and district in that State, and this it can only gain systematically by
direc. reports ulion' tliese niatters from the several districts. Along
the samie lines similar direct reports are requisite bearing upon birth

and marriage rates, mortality and mîorbiditv.
Now- thie experts capable of affording this information, which shouîld

be (eiinanded by the central federal autho'ities fron each district, are
the imîedical officers of health of those districts. For the public weal
it would bo absurd to have two different sets of experts each endowed
with the right to make personal enquiries regarding epidenie disease
fron house to house, and armed with powers to enforce regulations


