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iiiost natural of ail inethods of treating humian exerement
sloil have been brought into use, after havin, been appa-
rently .inthought of for many huîndreds of years; it is per-
haps less singular, when we bear in miiind the manner in which
the Children of Israel were directed by NIoses to dispose <l
their feécal miiatter (Deut. xxiii. 12, 13), that the odern pro-
posal to use dry carth for this purpose should originate with
a minist.er of the gospel.

Instinct enîahies anil'.als to know and follow the laws of
nature, when reason canno'vt discern thes laws, and the in-
stincts of the higher atimals, next to man, esially tihe ear-
n ivora, guide thien to bury their excreimient in the grutmid .
r*easnîing, civilized man, in the majority of cases, leaies iis
to acemulate on the surface. eli aicient but Iighly civi-
lized Egyptians knew better that this.

The principle of Moule's w r/h r/oset is sutliciently faii liar'
to every une, but I nmay siiimply say, it is mîîade either self-
actin or is worked by a hiandle, and a suffieiunt quantity of
earth, previouislv dried and sifted, is thrown into the pai i
bfore tihe closet is used, anld the saie amti<ouit delive over
each stool as sooi as voided. If the elosets are properly
maniaged, it is said the ficlmatter becomes so) disinfected or1
disintegrated that after a tini' no excrement whatever can he
detected in thei mixttliu.

In 3Mr. Sinon's Report for 1,869, Dr. Buchanan (rives the
following suinnary regarding the working of this plan:

1. The earth-dloset, intelligently managed, furnishes a means of dis-
posing of excrement without nuisance and apparently without detri-
ment to he:lth.

2. [n coinmmuities the earth-closet system requires to be managed
by the authority of the place, anld will pay at least the expenses of its
management.

3. In the poorer classes of houses, where supcrvision of any closet
arranugemnents is indispensable, the adoption of the earth system
offers special advantages.

4. The earth systei of excremcent-renoval does not supersede the
necessity for au independenit means of remloving slops, rain-water aid
soil-water.

5. The limits of application of the earth systerm in the future cat-
not be stated. In existing towrns, favourably arranged for access to
the elosets, the system night be i once applied tu populations of
10,000 persons.

6. As compared with the water-closet, the earth system has theso
advantages :-it is cheaper in the original cost, it requires less repair,
it is not injured by frost, it is not danaged by improper substances
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