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under very d ifferent auspices. Vie cannot treat them withi too sincere
respect even wbile rejecting them. They are no rash and hiastily
formed fancies of a shallow theorist, but the earnest convictions of an
eminent Engiish naturalist of great and varied experience. set forth
as deductions based on a continuons series of observations and ex-
perjinents, extending over upwards of twenty years ; and heraided by
the favourabie testiniony of some of the most cautions and discrimina-
tingy anin bis scientifie contemporaries. Neverthiclcss, the time
wbiclb bas been aiready allowed for tbe critical investigation of such
evidence as is advanced to sustain bis comprehensive, bypothiesîs, bas
only tended to discredit his transmutation theory, and add assurance
to the convictions of the sckentific believer in the idea of creation as
the only satisfactory solution of the succession of life. Science lias
achievedl wondrous triumphs, but life is a thing it can neither create
nor account for, by mere pbysics. Nor can we assume even that the
ivlbole law of life can be cmbraced wMýthin the process of induction, as
carried ont by an observer so limited as man is, in relation to the
sequeuce of time, and to the cosmical changes by wbicb so mnucli of
tbe record. is erased. Darw'in, indeed, bnilds iargeiy on hypotbeses
constructed to supply the gàps in the geological record; but wbilst
weicoming every new truth which, enlargsoucnepin fth

cosmie unity, ail nature stili says as piainiy to us as to the Idumean
patriarci: " Canst thou by searcbing find out Godl? canst thon find
out the Almighty to perfection?"

Assuredly it is in no0 spirit of sceptical presumption that Darwin
bas set forth, bis views ; and 1l heartily accord witli the dlaim advanced
by Professor Huxley, that tbe arguments of au expericnced and pro-
found naturalist on pure questions of science, must be met on scientifie
grounds alone. B3ut wben science dlaims flot only to disciose the
nature of ail living and extinet organizations, but to, determine their
primary origin, it is difficuit even on pureiy scientifie grounds, to
avoid. reasserting the truth which. ail nature audibly affirms, that
creation owes its existence to a Creator. And at every appearance of

new orai om tegooical strats. of the earth, science sacri-
fices no jot or tittie of its truc dignity, 'when owning a higlier law, it
admits that H1e 'çho, in the beginning, created the heavens and the
earth, bas in like manner put forth the saine creative power at every
successive origination of species.

The geoiogist iu reasoning on the succession of life, bas hitherto


