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Assvssment and Free Schools.

T'he second and most important of the new
provisions is thut for the introduction of a lim-
ited amount of assessment for the support of
achools,  Anattempt—it is to be hoped u suce
cessful one, to introduce thut grand eagine for
the elevation of the mental and moral condi-
tion of the mass, which haz u~ged on the in-
&uirial prosperity of the neighboring Statos,
and enabled them in two centuries to outdo
most ¢f the nations of the old world in all 1he
essbntiale of a peaple’s grerinem,  'The nvre
inmellizent partion of the population of this
Province are now prepared, nay easnestly de.
sirous to subenit to the busthen of wxation for
se noblean end. The very ignosant never
will, il left in theit jgnorance, be prepared for
it. ‘I'he Legistuture should be ready to deal
Lolily with this question, and for once to legis.
late for the trae intusests »f the country, irre-
spective of popular peejudices, which ara now
fust deeaying, and would in a year or two ens
tirely diasppear befure the practical benefits of
a well-plauned Free Schoal Law,

In the Bill, the Proviacial grant remaing ns
hitherta, sad the remainder of the salaries of
teachers are to be raised in part by a County
assesament, equal in amount to the Provincial
Zrant, and’in part by voluntary centributions
in the separate districts, or vectione as they
are 10 be called 5 this last portion of sugport to
be contribated either by subscription or Jocal
awessment, at the option of an annunal inecting
cuavened for ike purpose.

This may be viewed as the mean between
two opposite methoduof iatroducing the assesse
meat principle, which have had their advos
eates in this Province. In the Gret place maay
tran frion 1s of the Free School system 1usin-
tain that assesmnent to she full amoant should
be made coinpulsory at once. Admitting thie
10 be a desirable consumnination, therecan yeat
be litt'e doubt that it would be inprudent as a
first step, tnore especially as it does notappear
thal aay coastry 1n America has yet gone so
far- as 10 nake the whule sapport of Schaols a
compulsory assessment. In the seeond place,
tiere are equally earnest advozates of assess-
ment who would be content with a compulsory
sssessnent i part, but woald permit the re-
mainiag salery to be raised as now, by fees
perscholar.  Many districts in Upper Canada
and New York have aryet gone no farther than
this, but their experience shows that on this

plao the distinction between free and puid
pepiis still subeists, and that mny who pay a
share of the tax ate precluded frum enjoying
the fall benefit of the Schools.

Neither of thess extreme mothods could at
preseat wacceed in this Province,

- The first coald not be carried into effect,
eepucially in the poorer Countics. The se-
cond wonld oot give the people that which
u. alone secare their consentto iaxation, a
:pun of Free Schools. The wmiddle course
proposed in the present Bill, appears prac-
ticable, is sanctioned by experionce and se-
cures the end in view. It tnust be «dwmitted,
hawever, that its machinery is wore eomplica-
ted than that regaised by the other methods ;

tut on the ather hand, this machinery secures
n more methodical and efficient manngement
of the Schools,

Wo have then in the Bill the following ar-
rangements fur combining Free Schouls with
support in part voluntury,

1. The Provincinl grant to be drawn by
the Commissioners und distrihated all in one
half year, instead of the halfin each half year,
as at present,

2. Anequul sum raised as a county tax, in
the spame manner ns the coynty rate, and di
tributed us the allowance 8f teachers in the
second hulf of the year.  The Teuchern will
thas receive in the whule year, from the Com-
migsioners, an average allowdnce of £23 per
annum instead of £13 which is the pre-
sent average.

3 To enahle an additional salary to be
raised in the separate sections, it is proposed
to introduce the admirable School Trustes or-
ganization of Upper Cunnda and New York,
which has proved in those countries an effici-
ent agency for pracuring, by means of the
Trostees, larger salaries for Teachers than
those hitherto paid in this Provinee, by fees
and rubscription  Doubts may be entertained
as to the willingness of Trustees to perfonn
the duties required of them ; bt experience
and common-sense teach, that if men be given
tn underatand the nature of their duties, farn-
ished with all the powers vequired und with a
Temuneration fur the more difficult part of
their work, and be syliject to a strict reaponsi
bility to their constituents, they will act with
geeater faithfulness and energy than when
their powaers, responsibilities and duties are
vagaely defined and imperfectly explained.

Under the new arranginent proposed by
the Bill, the trustees can offer the
people of their diatrict free instraction for eve-
ty child, on condition that they raise a suffici-
ent sum to enable the Trustees, with the aid
of the Pravincial grant and county ansessment,
tu hire a competent teacher. They can do
this with much less difficulty than under the
present system—the public aid being double
that at present received. On the one hand,
if they neglect to engage a Teacher, they lose
not anly a school for their childeen, hut the
share of public money due to their district.—
On the ather, by engaging a good teacher, they
have a free school at 2 leas cost per family
than will now suifice to edacate one half of
the children. Thiv subject, however, merits
soms additional remarks.

Before leaving the subject of Assessment
for the suppost of Schiools. it is proper to
notice, that at preseut the Conmy 1ax will
operste under disadvantageous circumstan.
ces, in consequence of our having no facil.
j*ies for county assessment other than thase
affurded by the Grand Jury and Scesions,
bodies not responsible to the penple, and
often very eaprizivus in their action. Had
we incorpurated counties, there can b2 no
doubt that the system would work inore
saiouthly. In the ineantime it ie neceseary

to provide some alternalive in the nature
of a penalty, and at the same time uf &
provision for the support of the schools, in
the event of 1he County anthorities neplect-
ing 1o assess  This is dune in the Bill by
depriving Conmies so neglecting of one-
thitd of their Schaol Grant, and distribu~
ting the rewaining two-thirds only 1o
schools which are made free by district
assessment, and to puar Schools and poor
Scholars in other schools. The penalty
will thus {all most hieavily on thuse of the
weahthier districts which may refuse to
establish free schools, and a boumy will he
given on the free schoul sysiem, as estab-
lished in separate dimricts. It zeems just
that this should be the case, since thoss
distiicts which by retaining the system of
fees per scholar, refuse to educate the
children of their pourer inhabitants, have
zertainly a very small claim to public aid.
- A grave question is often asked in vela-
tion to the new system propused, ¢* What
sums can be expected from the peaple of
the districts in addition to the County tax,
or will they raise anything !’ At present
it appears by the Schoul Report, that the
average salary per teacher is £38 per an-
num, and of this £25 comes from the
people and £13 from the Province. Under
the new Jaw, about £26 will be given
from the Provincial gramy and County tax,
and to nake the teacher’s salary as large
as his present poor pittance, £I2 per an-
num will be required from the people, It
would require .£20 from the people to
raise the salary of the teachet 1o the avem
age of Canada, New Yurk, or New
England. What then are the influences
brought 1o bear on the people under the
new system, 1o induce them 10 raise. this
additional sum ?

First—A teacher must he engaged and
& school established, otherwise the people
cannot claim from the Provincial grant
and Cuunty assessment the sums dae to
their disutict. M no school be establishe
ed, nothing can be drawn, yot they must
pay their share of the county tax. If a
school be kept up for half a year ounly,
but half the year's allowance can be
drawn. ‘This wnakes it neceassry fur the
trustees 1o engage a teacher for such sum
as a licensed teachier will consent to re-
ceive, and the sum necessary fur this pues
pose mnsi be provided by the achool meet-
ing. Sccoisdly—The Provincial grant and
County tax are distributed according w0
class of teacher and number of schulare,
as well as the sum raised for suppor of
the achool. There is thus a buunty on
hiring & good teacher and paying him well,
and cn keeping a full school., Op the
other hand, the Commissioners being au-
thorised to give une sixih of the Provin-
cial prani and avails of County 1ax in aid
of poor disizicts, snd 10 emnploy temporas



