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situated in the northern part of the city, just above the old palace grounds,
and with a large temple grove of one hundred acres on the north side of it.
This land was the former site of the palace of the Satsuma Daimio, the
last resident being Shimadzu Saburo. It was now in the possession of the
blind Yamamoto, and he gladly sold ii to us for the school for the sum of
$550, :

Thus the site for the school was secured. What should be its name ?
Many names were thought of, but finally the nar-e ** Doshisha’ was
decided upon ; this means one endeavor or one purpose company. Mr.
Neesima was in Kyoto all the summer of that year except during a hurried
visit to Tokyo.  Although the approval of che local government had been
secured for the location of the school in Kyoto, the approval of the central
government was necessary. A building must also be secured for the
school, and permission for a family to reside in Kyoto, and for a mis-
sionary to teach in the school. Mr. Neesima was busy with all these
plans, and his heart was stirred also to find some way by which the Gospel
could be freely taught in the school and in the city and all over the
empire.

There is not room here to speak at length of the wenderful training of
the ** Kumamoto Band,” in the heart of Kiushu, where Captain L. L.
Janes taught an English school from 1871-76, from which a band of over
thir.y young men took a decided stand for Christ which broke up that
school ; but they came to the Doshisha at the beginning of its second
year, and breught wew life and spirit into it, and among them were a
class of fiftecn who studied theology in the Doshisha and have been among
the most efficient workers for Christ in Japan, laying Christian founda-
tions as pastors and tcachers.

We cannot speak at length of the five long years of trial and difficulty
which followed the opening of the school ; it seeraed again and again as if
its very existence hung in the balance, but Mr. Necsima’s faith never
wavered ; though nothing was left ¢ but heaven and prayer,’” he held on
to God.

The strain of these years, however, told upon him and laid the founda-
tion of that heart trouble which later ended his life.

In the spring of 1883 Mr. Neesima began to think and plan actively
to enlist interest awong Japanese friends in the establishment of a univer-
sity, or in the broadening out of the Doshisha into a Christian university,
and a year later he issued the first printed appeal for it. In the spring of
1884, by the advice of physiciaus, he left Japan to go to the United States
by way of Europe, and it was in Switzerland that he had the first attack
of heart disease which came near terminating his life then, From. this
time till the end came he had to work carefully and avoid as much as
possible all excitement, He spent nearly a year in the United States, and
his mind was wholly absorbed in plans for his Christian univessity and for
broadening the evangelistic efforts in Japan.



