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THE APPAR~ENT WASTE OF MISSIONS.
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Ft.w thingys hiave been more dlishoarteingiç to frieiîds of missions than
tlie seerning fraitless satcrifice of most -precions lives, iii connection ivithi
both home and foreigui fields; and to those of fainthleart and of !ecble faith
tiis lias been a crushing blow. H1ndireds of conseerated laborers ha-ve
died in the very process of acclimuation, scairccly havig arriveid on the
foreign field; many haye succuinbed to disease, thirough privation, ex-
posure, exhaustion; again, some have falleiî a prey to cruelty and
violence, like ilihops Patteson and. lannington.

IL; is not -well for us to take counsel of aperacsl the work of
the Lord. We haive our mnarching orders, and it must bc quite enoughi
for us to obey them. The inscription over the graves of the brave
Spartaus, at Thermopyloe, by Sirnonides, was, IlGo, stranger, and tell
the Laced-Smonians thiat we d.icd in obedicuce to thieir las"Our
Lord's precious assurance covers this giioulid: Cl There shil not an
ha..ir of yoirl had perisli." Auid u.noting doess ihowlhis approvl
of Vhswork more than ini preventing or compleno,,atingc wvaste of precionis
talents and lires. Whiat to us at the time applears wvaste, 11e inay sce
to ho the best expenditure aid. niost economicâl. in the end, like the
seeming -waste of precious seed, -%liielh, falliurg on the earth, and dyiUg,
nleverthieless briiugs fort;h fruiit, thirty, si-xty, ercu au liundred fod.

Let us look at a few examples of this so-cafled -waste. On riebruary
6, 1812,> thec Old Taberntacle, (Jlnnich, Salein, Mas.s., inigflit h1ave beeiî
scen crowded, students froni Anudover Semninary aind Phillips Acudexny

wkig16 miles to ho there. Wa vstetrcio? Fivo fa-moiis
ministers-Wý%oods, Spring, Griffin, Morse, W orcester-Nvere ordaining
five men-Judson, NcNwell, Nott, alRice-for the foreigni fieffd.
Even Dr. Dwight iad told Nott it was "rash; but not ,3o did that7


