
TH-E ACADIA ATIIENiEUM/,

oui' college curriculai is to, narrow thcG oppoi'tuni-
ty foir mental inliprovemoint. If theon the pursuit
of sonie special lineo0f' study- fails to produco tlîat
l)ieaclth of culture which shial! best fit oui' young
mii foi' what awvaits theni in the years lyig bc-
yondc theii' cohlegc 111e, it follows néècessarily tîa t
a collegc îvhich perinits, to, aîiy gî'eat extont,
special, ini thic stoad of grenerai, %voî'k, cornes
short of perfoiiîig what it oughit. Sucli an in-
stitution sends iQs gi'adutates forth but Mi arrned
fri' the gî'eat ýtrugg1e thiat awaits thin. 'lhey
îuay be tliorouigll' conversant with ail the de-
tails of on-- b ranch. of learning, but they are
painfully dcficicnt in. other wvaysathey are special-
wý > andi yct they arc not in the highiest sense
uiseful, for they have flot the general know-
lcdgre anid culture w'hichi xvill retîder theni capa-
ble of pîîtUng to sonne usefuil purpose the stores
of infor'mationî with îvhich theji' mîinds havec
been stocked. Mie inind of one of these gradu-
ates, too often, is abnori'îally developec inl one
direc-tioni, whilc it is correspondiîîgly cloficient in
aniother. Sucli an one iq at onîce possesscd of

giantic stî'ength, and at the samne tinie crippled;
lio is like a mani having the power' to lift an ini-
moense weighit, but whlose treniblixîg lirnbs are
scarcèly aclequate to the suppor of biis owvn
f ramie.

But it niay be urged that in these days of ex-
tended learîing no one can successfully pursue
investigations ini ail departinents of knowledge,
Truc; but we hold that college is the place iu
îvhich the trainiing necossary foi' sonie.special de-
partiit is to be acquired, and flot the place
wxherc that special îvork shial be donc; the col-
loge is flot to bc the sclîool of the specialists,but
it is to pî'epare foi' suchi a school. It 'appm~rs
to uis thiaýt'the choice lies between a nian's at-'
tenipting to mise in the temple of kinôwledge a
costly a,-ind hiigIll ornaniental pillar without any

licdinient, aîînd blis resting content to rear tipon a
substantial basis, a coluiiî of less protcntious
character, perlîaps, but niot necessarily mo, which,

î)ýay possess in addition thc ve-y necessaryeie-
ment of usefulness.

It serves littie purpose to urge that studeplts
rnay avail thcrnselves of the privileges conferred
by the elective systemi to, select stu *is which by
tlicir range -and scope, shali giyo ail the benefic-
il results which flowv froîîî a prescribed curricu-'
tumt. Tlie great înajority of young mi~en wlvhen
Ieft to their own choice vi11 ilot do this,. but will
confine thoeinselves to sorne favorite subject, thus
inalzing the University a schiool for special train-
i'ng rather than genleral preparations.

But it is useless to prolong the discussion fur-
ther. \'V shall awvait wvitli interest wvhat tIiè f u-
ture miay tinfold to us in connectionwith the
step lately made by Harvard, and truct, thoughi'
our fears almost forbid it, that ini consideration
of what she is, and lias been, H-arvard mnay nov-
er hlave cause to, rue the action of the Overseers
ini extending to tic wvho1e Arts departrnent r'n
alinost unliînited freedorn in the choîce of studit,...

jMINISTERIAL EDUCA«PHON.

\Vhiie it is truc, thiat to attenipt to educate fir oîîr
PUII)its thlose wiloni tie 1)ivinc c)pirit has not led
in a certain sense cdlucatted, rests on a dangeratis
faitac), - it is also true, that to deny that Goi nia> sup-
l)!,mnt thiat Divinc teuching b>' sanctified lutni in-

stucîu~,;~alo dnerous error both these, flhe

original anîd fundaniental teacliing of thie I o>' Ghost;
and die divine!)' enploycd biminîî instruction, sut)-
pleinenting thiat of thie Ho!>' SpI)rit, are essential as
ordinar>' modes of DiVine procedure in fitting mein
for successful labour in the Gospel. Such a case as
iat of C. H-. Spurgeon mîust be regarded. as belong-

ingYto those "exceptions that prove the rule."
Takiïig 'Ministerial Education of the righit so,,t as

thc,ý subject of a few thoughits, the question arises,
whiether the relegation or disnîisBal of so imnportant
a rnatter as our direct suppor.t of Theologicàl.teachiig
eight huxidred or .- thousand, miles beyonid our reacli
ini Nova Scotia, can Le rcgarded as a wvise stop.

It is donc, and is perhaps final, and incapable of
cliangc,- or melioration, and while it rnains iinchang-


