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ut some years ugo about Ilcasual advantagcs " and get that as chcaply aund with less trouble, at
nd the perquisites of this Ciavernineut Buok- the stures of the lc.gitimate book-dealers than ut

ellng affair ? Is it sa that philanthropy, alerte, the Depository's salcsroomn.
haracterîzes the one, andI gredy gin the other?
ut if so, how iould it ho ivers tho tables turned ? The trutlh is, this «"1amateur"' bookseiling by
me, let us kîîoi how would the "gaiu"-seekiug the officiais of the Educatianal departinent, in

e wre he ondctos o th GoerueutBoo the so-called public interest, is a grave trifling
hape cth o r tof mothy "pay lisnt, aook with the important duties entrusted ta that de-
ade to rely for the& "bread and butter" on partment ; aud this hobby of bookselling, under

ho pofis a thir ookellng aucrn,~vih ~ an illegitimate educational guise, is s0 ubsurd in
ub iiepurse ta drawv on for rent, salaries, and itself, and the conceru s0 absurdly conducted,
ther expenses of thcir book-store ? Pray, lot that it is na wvonder that nothing but dissatisfac-
s have no more taunts ai the "gain " motive into shada rr uu vohv s tas

econduot af the book-business% of the country actions wvitli the establishment, and which must
trbhe n eateta a ol sa occupy the time ai the officiais ta reply ta,

frombehnd dparmentl py rals!that the duties praper ta the Department af
Naw, let us see what the Depository officiais Educatian cannat but be indiffurently attended

" are bound ta sec " ta iu cannectian, with their ta. And, ailudiug ta this departmcental carres-
dulfies in the Education Departnieut, us set forth pnnce in the ivay af replies ta refraetory ana
in the cxtract ive have made. Iii this extract, j dissatis [ld puruhftscrs at the Dcpository, we may
as 'wel as in a recent lctter ta a city paper irora say that wve have beside us sanie af these volumi-
that " martyr ta his errar, " the Chiuf Superintend- nous episties, aria which, us speciniens ai the art
cnt, i defence af this Gaveriîunent Buok-slîop, of aIl badgering " and Il lipping-iîî," as wel as
there is au arrogating of qas~i dtiit, an ussurup- evidunce' of direct la terfurence in, and greedy
tion ai national authority fur the sa-calleil public suattching-ulp ai urdara dcstiiwJ to firna in 'tlte
good, thut no one having liad any deulings withi trcue,' wuc may fuel it Our duty, ia another num-
the Book Depositary eau suifer ; and nioreover, ber, ta "ive publicity ta.
is more than any gaverument or legisîstture wauld l

nwsanction, were the duties arroatcd by teeAs ta thse species if reasanin? which figurcs at
officiais "lunder assent." ln iact, apurt irots thse head af aur extruet, and~ lu r0î)ly thereto-we
pub lic disappraval of thse questionable pructices ueed lîurdly take space ta Say t it is quite
iudulged in 'ly the Department, and tisearroga- illogical.
tion ai literary censorship and diotatorslsip in There is na uccessity ta attack the "lMIilitia,"
marais anîd theala'gy by its officiais, that the or ic he Jourizl refers ta the "lDock-
wvhole institution 'las nat; been abolished lon g yarss"ce thecutyieogtt hagovith ail its Ilcondemued stores " and secta-yad" ith cutr-e ugttasyteago " 1War " aud " Adxniraty " dcpartments for sup-
riait rubbish, is simply because thse thing wvas Sn plyiug unifarras, &c., &c.-f6r these articles are
czistenc, and, like mauy otiier decaycd institu- bouglît citheb ota rbyenr"fom
tions, is suffered ta conîtinue its lease ai lue out rby cnrc rb edr"rî
of respect for its connection witli the Educational thse t.rude," and are only supplied ta thc servants
xnaehinery af tise country, and thse conventional af thse State and cmployces af thse Gaverument.
dislike ta apply t'he "brooîn af reforin"' ta even These articles and the departracatal stationery
long existing evils. stores ar o upidta ait and sundry Jiko thse

But as ta this business tise Departmental offi-
ciais arc , 1 auuad tu sec " to-,-thie suppiy i " «tse
best and niost extensive variety ai gaood sonnd
readling books. " Witt any one at ail familiar
with thse stocks kept by aur city bookseiiers and
importers, or tisat are readily obtainable by any
country dealer ai the wvholesalc isouses, aud who
knows % hat good souad readiug buuks cire-wifl
any bucli L'uard thc btatemeut that thse te-acisers
aud superiaL t, ments ai scliools, ayc aud thse pro-
fessors, examninrs, aud even tise higisest educa-
tional iunctionar3 ai the country, canuot get as
good aud as extensve a variety af Ilsonna reading
books " ut thse star !s ai aur'bookiseilers as tisey
eau find ut the Go rerameut Depositary ?
uppreiseuil, so far froui uuy sucis statement being
maude, that liondreds ai these teachera iU state
tise reverse af tisis, aud asscrt tisat for variety
ýad conîprcisensiveue.,. particuiurly in the more
important field ai modernî professioal aud gene-
rai literature, the stoc;ks ai the leading city
'baoksellers are more valuable and interesting
than are thse stocks ai tise Depository . while, in
thse matter ai orders entrusted for execution,
they are fer more likely ta get wisat tisey want,

XVere thse Militin, Pepartinent to undertake t
uprout the business af thse clatisiers ai thc coun-
try, and supply civilian garmeuts; for ail mnembers
af Associations, Mechunies' Institutes, &c., &e.,
and ta bedcck thc youth af the Dominion in
pantaloons aud pinafores, thse case would be
siîuiiar ; but in tise departinents refcrred ta,
wlierc thse Goveimment legitimately confine thiein
scîves "lta pravidling fur thse wauts wvhich arise in
the varions branchés ai the public service,." by
limiting ail supplies ta thse cousuniptian af offi-
cers and cmployees ai dcpartments-no one eau
have a ward ta say. And, wcre the Gavernient
B3ook Depository, if it will play at bookseiling,
ta confine its duty ta legitimute aperatiaus, and
provide simply an Educational Book-bureau,
iwhere specimens ai scisool furîsitre, maps, ap-
parates and sanîples cf books and libraries for
professional sud scisolasLic uses, ay be seen.
iusteadl af doing thîe peddhling, semi-religius
" 4gift " bock business tisey iiow do, tise country
iYauld be saved a large annual outlay, the proper
booksellers af the country would be relieved froua
an injurions manopoly, sud ourselvea saved au
uupleasaut task.

I'UNE, 1870. The Canada Bookseller.
t J-


